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Above
Despite oir femperalures
close fo freezng, there
were many participants in
the annual New Year's
Day fancy dress sea swim
af Bray, Co. Wickiow.
{picture Iish Times)

VERY DRY BUT DULL;

BECOMING MILDER AFTER COLD START

The very dry weather during much of
December continued for most of this
month also as anticyclones, or high
pressure areas, were again the
dominant influence, The position of
these anticyclones to a large extent
determined the temperatures over the
country during the month, Bitterly
cold easterly or portheasterly winds
during the first week were replaced
by milder conditions during much of
the remainder of the month as winds
veered to a more southerly direction,

Despite all the dry weather, however,
it was a dull month generally.

With a large anticyclone to the north of
the country on the 1st, a strong
northeasterly airsircam covered the
country, giving some wintry showers, A
band of snow maved southwards on the
2nd, giving moderate accumulations in
many places, Wintry showers continued
up to the 4th, mainty in the east, with
severe frost af night generally and
freezing log in places. Beiween the Sth
and 9th the centre of the high pressure
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moved southeastwards, giving a slack  southerly and freshened. Weak

southeasterly aivstream over Ireland,  rainbelts continued to affect mainly

It became dry almost everywhere and  northwestern areas up to the 16¢h, but

although the days remained very cold, most places were dry, dull and misty.

there was onty slight frost at night in A more active front crossed the

most places under overcast skies. country on the 17th, giving some

heavy rain in parts of the south,

followed by another rainbelt on the

18th. This was to prove the last

significant rainfall of the month in

most places, however, as pressure

building to the west of the country on gffc‘)“’v""'wvere o most parts o the
the 20th brought a retumn to dry, cool  country during the fist week of
weather with slack winds, Cloud he monih, os here ¢!

; Roundwood, Co. Wickiow.
amounts were variable up to the 23rd  (picture kish Times)

There was a major change in the
weather on the 10th as an Atlantic
rainbelt appreached the country from
the southwest, eventually clearing ail
areas on the 11th. Although rainfall
amounts in most places were small,
there was a considerable rise in
temperatures as winds became
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several stalions. Mcan value:

5and 10 knots

but frost was severe at night where skies
were clear. A weak cold front moving
southeastwards over the country on the
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and southwest, bul pressure rose again as {he month.

24ih gave some rain, mainly in the south  stations re
it cleared. By the 281h an intensc

anticyclone lay over Ireland and it was
widespread frost at night. Pressure fell
over the country on the 31st as a warim

dry and sunny everywhere, with

the above tiap is based on weans of 1200 UTC valies

1021

and 5th and on the 181h.

Fog was fairly widespread on several
days, especially on the 2nd and in the
periods 201k to 21st and 25¢h 1o 27th,

front appreached the southwest, bringing  perween the 1st

rain to those areas,
Mean wind speeds for the month were

the lowest on record for January at

ot at &7 on

in a northery airsfream on

the 2nd.
{Sotelite picture Dundee

Bands of snow moved
southwards ovex feland
University)

Bslow and Right

Radar

MEAN ATMOSPHERIC PRESSURE
during most of the month, particularly during the first and last
weeks, Pressure rose above 1040hPa everywhere on the 28th
and 29th, with Casement Aerodrome measuring the highest
pressure of the month, 1045hPa on the 28th. The only peried
when pressure values dipped below 1000LPa was between the
16th and 18th; Belmullet recorded the lowest pressure of the

exceptionally high, ranging from 8hPa to 10hPa above normal
month, 996.2hPa on the 17th.

in most places. Pressure values were high across the country

Mean sea level pressure values for the month were

1020

2. Jan 1997 let= {RL




RAINFALL

Driest on record in

places

There was less than half the
normal monthly rainfalt almost
everywhere, with percentage of
normal values ranging from
13% at Ballyshannon, Co.
Donegal, to 72% at Sherkin
Island, Co. Cork. It was the
driest January on record at a
number of stations, most
notably at Malin Head, where
the total of 22mm made it the
driest January there in over
100 years of record (see below).
Casement Aerodrome’s
monthly total of 11min was the
lowest at any station for
January since 1964. This very
dry weather extended back into
December in most places; Birr
recorded a partial drought (a
period of 29 or more days the
mean daily rainfall of which
does not exceed 0.2mm)
between December 19th and
January 16th.

The only fairly heavy falls in
January were on the 2nd, 10th
and especially in the period 16th
to 18th, when some fairly heavy
falls were recorded in the south,
Sherkin Island recorded almost
50mm, or over half its monthly

200

150
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total, during this peried; the daily
fall there of 23.6mum on the 16th
was the highest of the month.
There were between 4 and 8
wetdays during the month in
most places (days with 1.0mm or
more of rainfall), but enly 2 such
days at Casement Aercdrome.

January average = ! 10mm

Total (mm}
00T

50

Above- Wettast and driest Januarys af Malin Head this centiry

Daity RAINFALL EXPRESSED AS % GF MONTHLY NORMAL (1951-80)
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days with Imm or more of rain - in
each courty during January 1997

Rainfall
(percentage of 1951-80 normals)
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SUNSHINE

Mean temperatures

near normal

Mean air temperatures
recovered to near normal
values for the month overall
after a very cold start. They
ranged from 3.9°C at Fethard
(Parsonshill), Co. Tipperary, to
5.9°C at both Rosslare and
Sherkin Isiand, Co. Cork.
Mean temperatures were
almost a degree lower than
normal in the southwest, but
around haif a degree above
normal in the northern half of
the country. Despite being near
normal in many places,
however, mean temperatures
at most stations were the
fowest for between 6 and 10
years, reflecting some very

mild weather during January
. in recent years.

: The spell of very cold weather
: which began in December

‘ extended well into January. Air
5 temperafures struggled to rise

- above freezing in most places

during the first 8 days of the
month; Valentia Observatory
recorded its lowest January air
temperature since 1958 during
this spell, -6.8°C on the 3rd, the
Jowest of any station during the
month. On the same day it
recorded its lowest grass
minimum temperature for
January in over 50 years of
record, -10.2°C. The lowest

- grass minirnum of the month,
*+11.9°C, was recorded at Mount
Russell, Co. Limerick, also on
 the 3rd.

Mean Temperature
(chifference fom 1951-80 norals)
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Very dull in
southeastern half

Mean daily sunshine for the
meonth was below normat
everywhere, ranging from
34% of normal at Clonroche,
Co. Wexford to 94% at
Valentia Observatory. The
mean value was less than 1
hour in some places, mainly in
the southeast of the country,
equivalent to only around 10%
of possible sunshine for the
month. Clones had its dullest
January since 1964 while the
mean daily sunshine of 0.7
hours at Kilkenny was its
lowest for January since
recording began there in 1957,

Although high pressure for much
of the month kept the weather

50%
SCALE ﬂ»
50%

90!

dry, there was normally a lot of
cloud around also. Even at
Valentia, where sunshine for the
month was near normal, there
were 14 days during the month
without any sunshine. Most
stations had 16 or 17 sunless

; days, the period between the 4th
i and 16th being particularly dutl.
i At Cork Airport, for example,

there was ne sunshine recorded
between the 6th and 16th. In
contrast, the 28th was a very
sunny day in most places;
Shannon Airport measured §.1
hours sunshine on this day, the
highest daily total of the month
and its sunniest January day on
record, Belmullet had its
sunniest January day for 32
years when it measured 7.9
hours on the 26th.

U 68%

U 46%

Sunshine
{percentage of 1951-80 normats)
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Sea TEMPERATURES 10-0AY VALUES FOR RamraLL TEMPERATURE SunsriNg | 5
SELECTED e &
N . : . : o H — i
Sea temperatures varied litfle throughout the month, ranging from around 10°C off the west and AGRORETECROLOGICAL g2 . E& s .
southwest coasts to 8°C in the northeast. They were close to normal around most coasts but were Srarions g E <2 § g & 2 ¢ 3 E
. . . @ & = 7 g ® w2 g 2T
around a degree above normal in the Irish Sea. At Malin Head, the mean sea temperature of 7.7°C was £, o F o2 F § e L g Bl Bz g z B
. ; . . = 2 E B E = b ; 2 ] R
stightly higher than normat. Station pericd| § = &3 S5 : : T.32Bil% . : AN N
L E & 8% E & € E 2 EE B8 E B8 E E]E 2| EH
Wave Direction Co. dork 10| 6.4 - 1 t| 2.3-09 1.2 -1-2.9 3 7 2 0il6.6 3 8|22 3.6] 2.4 - [2.5 -
AN Fermoy 11-260 1 35.8 - 6 4| 10.2 6.1 B.2 -] 2720 0 38 2i-0.520 1|73 7.6] 9.6 28 -
§3°° : 2-end | 63 - 4 2| 7.7 2.2 5.0  -l-372 318 0i-6121 5/59 65| 9.6 - iz -
£« Wia month | 48,5 43 11 7| 7.1 2.4 4.8 0.1 -4.9 3100 5% 2 -10.0 3 14|52 5.7)21.6 47]2.4
I
g wof-lopofd 5 Co. Donagal 1100 9.3 - 4 2| 37-0.7 15 -{-2.2 9 7 1 0i - - T
2 .n ! y . Letterkemy 11-20 [ 15.2 - § 4| 10.5 6.4 B.5 -1 1420 0 42 4} - I R A
+ <
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; Significant Wave Height - _ month | 2.3 - 14 7| 7.2 1.9 4.6 - 1-253514!5 5} - - |- - | - - i -
i i S ;
st { : : . Co. Kerry 1-10f 12,1 - 3 3| 2.4-3.6-0.3 - 0-6.4 410 3 1i-3.1 130|~ = S
£, : nrdfext 11-20 {2009 - 3 1| 10.3 6.0 8.2 - -1420 1 41 6i-5.420 2|~ - | - -1 - -
£ ! 2-end | 11 - 4 2| 8.1 2.0 5.1 -j-1021 2716 0-372l 7[- - | - - |- -
g month | 4.1 - 10 81 7.0 1.7 4,4 - 1-6.4 413189 7|-5.1 119 R
[ i | :
2[ Wi i Co. Laitrim 1-10 | 4.8 - 3 1] 3.7-0.9 1.4 - {-35 2 8: 2 0|-4.8 2 8|23 3.3 7.2 - |24 -
ol Ballinanore 120 | 257 - 8 61 9.4 6.0 7.7 - 2.620 0034 2| 0.019 0|65 6.1 2.7 - |23 -
Period 21eend | 5.2 - 4 3] 67 01 3.4 - i-4.428 7] 9 0|-5.328 6|48 55 87 - [L.3 -
s T ; meath | 357 30 1530 6.6 1.7 4.2 0,5 -4.4 2035 45 2 [-5.5 26 M| 4.3 500 18.5 39|19 D
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i CANLN i {
R NNEN .
! g ‘" e = ® & i o, Waterford 1-10 | 11.9 - 3 1| 43-0.5 1.9 - |-19 3 & 3 0|-6.5 3 7{- 3.4 05 - |21 -
" " . ; ; Bungarvan 11200 21,5 - 7 4| 10.1 6.6 8.4 -11.020 0140 2|-1.520 1]- 7.2 1% - |26 -
Wave condiditions of 52.5°N, 12°W Sea Temperafures (°C) around mid-month 2lend | 9.6 - 4 3| 8.3 2.2 53 - {-4.225 4120 0[-5.623 5|- 65 88 - {13 -
month | 43.0 - 14 8| 7.6 2.9 5.2 - {-4.223100 64 3|-6.5 313]- 57| 17.2 .00
. . R ' s ul I Co. Wexford 1-10] 13,0 - 4 1| 42-0.1 2.1 - i-2.6 3 §i 3 0|-3.0 3 71,6 31| 42 - |1.6 -
Mean 10cm Soil Temperatures (°C) - Soil Moisture Deficits (mm) .-~ . Johnstewn Castle 11-20 1 8.1 - 7 3| 9.8 6.5 2.2 - 31941 0138 1| 2.511 6]7.0 6.9 6.0 - |1.9 -
at 09007 ©- 10¢h of month / End of month : 2lwend | 10.5 - 5 3| 7.6 2,9 5.2 - (-1.72% 1j1§ 0[-3.023 5[4.7 60|11 - [0.8 -
. . : : 6 27 16 7 7.2 . ' . -2, -3. . . . .
(dt}j‘crencefrom.l%h‘)ﬂnormals in brackets) {0rcprascr:tsﬁcld:cayacxty,-Iﬂsntm.'ahmx_) month | 29 M 3.0 5.1 0.0 :-2.6 3 7187 1|-3.023 12} 4.4 5.4721.3 M|td 0
: o ' Measurep PotenmiaL EvapoTRaNSFIRATION (P.E.} SEE BACK PAGE FOR NOTES ON THE DATA
- 44 . ANp Soi. Morstung
o & Ey e,
: &fié‘%“‘@%@% = County! PE. ) Sl Moistare {mr) GrosaL SoLAR RADIATION EE.
. %%%“‘"%‘%%’% e Station Perod  Amount  Deficil Accumulated Surplus (M5, m.) (Penman)
S e Deficit
éf%%&sﬁ : ‘% County/ 10-day totals total for total for
o “vﬁ% i Co. publin Statlon 110 11-20 21-end month  month{mm)
ol
%q - _ 1-10 0.6 - 0 3 Co.Donagal
; Einsealy i1-30 41 3 3 - Malin Head 727 1124 30,07 48.58 12
H 21-end 0.¢ - 2 1
fronth 4.1 Co.Dublin
i publin hirport  9.98 17.96 29.84 57.88 ¢
B Co. Kerry
‘ 1-10 7.9 - ¢ 3 Co Rerry
Valentia Obs. 11-20 2.2 - 0 5 Valentia Obs.  20.48 19.66 259t 66.05 8
Zi-end £.9 - [ )
month it Co.Kilkenny
5 ¥ilkenny .64 16.12 23,31 54.07 1
LR : Co. Laitrim
. "‘ﬁ, o ‘ 1-10 0.0 - 0 3 Co. Hayo
s ;ﬁé\,"@ Ballinamore 11-20 not available Belmzllet 1468 15.19 30,74 60.61 H
R ,’%,:,», e 21-end 1.5 - 0 ]
,f‘-‘;’%’%@ month Co.Honaghar
oy Clones 12.03 12.28 20036 44.67 1
’.’* \2'3:; & Ce. Wexford
: 1-10 8.2 - 3 3 Co.0ffaly
Johnstown Castle  11-20 6.0 - 0 ] Bitr 17,12 17,81 n/a n/a 0
2l-end 1.2 - & 5
month 15.4
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Below - Top vaLue: iontty PH T PRECIFITATION AIR
o e Gowerar STUDYING ATLANTIC
BOTTOH VALUE: CONDUCTIV (HSICM) date  rainfall pH conductivity  NOxN  S0,-8 '4@“
{mm) (&/em} (gs/md)  (ugs/ims) ‘%‘
I i DEPRESSIONS
2 5.2 0.1 2.48 0 [
3 t 4.3 2.35 T 5
4 & 2.1 1300 1 A g
5 0.0 1.3 5.34  1.36 -l ML §
3 0.0 1.5 1.49 2.07 % ATLANTIC STORM-TRACK 3
) %, EXPERIMENT S
7 0.0 2.3 1.91  2.38 &
8 0.0 3.0 2.98  2.68
9 3.7 6,72 45.1{ 1.6  0.99  3.05
10 5.2 5.26 24.6 ] 1.0 0.31 0.4l . .
11 0.3 0.3 0.18 o0.61 Throughout the months of January and February 1997, an international study has been
12 2.5  4.11 103.7 0.4 0.18 1.03 ' attempting to get a better understanding of the formation and development of Atlantic storms.
13 0.7 4.87 145.0} 0.5 0.25 1.0l It is hoped that an increased knowledge of the dynamics, cloud systems and air-sea interactions
14 0.9 4.00 12%.8 | 0.7  0.23 0.6l . - N . .
15 e 0.4 0.37 1.11 associated with the development and movement of these depressions will lead to improved
16 20.3 4.85 15.6 0.8 0.62 0.70 weather forecasts, particularly for countries such as Ireland, which lic in the path of around 100
17 111 5.13 18.2 c.8  0.34 0.27 such depressions every year. This FASTEX experiment (Fronts and Atlantic Storm Tracks
g 12‘t0 5.3 17.2 gz Sgi 2'3? EXperiment) involves the combined efforts of the UK Met Office, Meteo Framce, a number of
20 t 2.9 2,07 0.89 U.S. institutions and also Met Eircann, which is providing forecasts, meteorological support and
) p H g pPp
21 0.0 1.7 1.23 1.83 communication systems in accomodation provided by Aer Rianta at Shanunon Airport, the
22 0.1 1.3 0.62  1.20 : o .
e 61 .45 422 07 o3 o operational headquarters of the experiment.
2‘; ?)32 01 '60 égi g;z A wide range of transport and equipment has been assembled to successfully conduct the experiment,
SEE BACK PAGE FOR NOTES ON THE DATA 26 N 18 om 1 22 which is costing £10 million. A number of research ships and aircraft are conducting regular trips into
A PEATURE GIVING THE BACKGROUND TO THE DATA | 37 £ 2.5 2.47 1.21 the western Atlantic, equipped with Doppler radar systems and radiosondes (large hydrogen filled
APPEARS IN THE JuLy 1996 BULLETIN, ig oto 3 : Z i 3926 i ?f batloons carrying a range of atmospheric measurement and communication equipment), while weather
Right - DalLy PRECIPITATION AND AIR DATA AT n 0.0 55 085 2.5 buoys have been launched at sea. Valentia Observatory has been making much more frequent
VaLeTiA OBSERVATORY 31 2.2 4.82 28.4f 4.5 0,56  1.58 radiosonde ascents than normal for the duration of the experiment. Satellite communications transmit
the data received on to the Global Telecommunications System, from which they can be input into
computerised weather prediction models. A large international team of meteorologists and research
scientists based in Shannon will work on inferpreting the data from the experiment.

wet, especiatly around mid-monti.
3 e S L Sotie i Monipellier had a fall of 60mm on the Sth,
23 The month began with some record high [ ¥ Sliitmore than its monthly nermel, Goroa
ﬁ* temperatures in souihern states of the i - b "' received 8nnr hetween the 18k and 9th,
50105 4 Conms Christ recorded 31.1°C on o, 2 sy 31.2%% T
he 4tk Much colder waather luter in the

i

3:%;' .4{?*( - %%g%? Jameary is no.
N area recordod 42 of rain on the SR s but a frowk {5mem fell there bebveen the
13th, G wiore than its wontisly normai. S 13th and 1if. Later in the month, both Dubai and Tropical eyefone activity continied
—— %v SR Ay Dhabi had exceptional raix an the 25th, with threaghont the month in southers
e n il falls of 61 and 39 respectivey tatituce, with the town of Broonc
ch . S e T T reconding a 30-Four fali of 493mm
L cnding on the 30ch

Left
S The US. Ressarch Viesse! "Knor”, berthad in Cork bafore departing
. forthe mid-Atiantic to fake port in the FASTEX experiment

Above
Drifting weather buoys on boord RV, Knon, deployed during
FASTEX
(pichures Aidan Kelly)

tiz|mon thiy average.
& *
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Wednesday 1st: Cold with easterly winds at first but winds turning
northeast to northerly during the later part of the day. Some wintry showers,
mostly in Leinster, but activity less than yesterday. The west and southwest
had the best of the sunshine, Frosl was widespread at first and alter dark.
Rainfall: nil to 1mm

Temperature; max. 1€ 10 5°C, min-4°C to 3°C inland; ground krost down to -7°C in Belmula!
Sunshine: trace to 3 hours generally. 4 to 6 hours in the west and soLhgast

Thutsday 2nd: A trough moving southwards gave a spell of snew or sleet
today except in parts of east Munster and southeast Leinster. Behind it there
was a slack northeasterly flow in which fog developed during the evening,
Very cold with frost early and after dark.

Rainfett: nil to Smm

Tempereture: max, 260 10 7°C, min, -4°C o 4°C; ground frost down 10 -9°C in Kitkenny
Sunshing: nll 1o 2 hours

Friday 3rd: Snow and hail showers today, mawly in east Ulster and Leinster,
but only the southwast escaped entirely. Frosty start with fog in placesbut a
slight increase in the cold northeasterly winds cleared it during the jate
morning. Frost retumning about dark except on coasts with onshore winds.
Ratnfall: nif lo 3 hours gensralty, 7mum at Dublin Alrgont

Temperature: max, 1°C o 6°C, min. -4°C to 2°C goneraly, ovn ¥ -7°C at Shannon Alport;
ground frast dowm 10 -10°C al Valantia Observatory

Sunshine: nilto 5 hours

Saturday 4th: Band of snow showers moving westwards overnight but died
out during the merning before reaching the southwest. Much less shower
activity during the afternoon and evening. Cold northeasterly continues but
less frosty in the eastern half of the country. Cloudier today with only west
Munster having significant sunshine.

Rainfai: nitto 2mm generally, Smm al Casement Asrodroma

Temperalure: max. 7610 1o 5°C, min. -4°C 1o 1°C; ground fros! down lo -16°C in Bire

Sunshine: nif fo 2 hours generaliy, 5 fo & hours in 1he soulhiwes!

Sunday 5th: Cold northeasterty continuing but only a few wintry showers
here and there. Less frost overnight, especially in the eastern half of the
country. Afternoon temperatures a littie higher than of late and less frost this
evening because of the generally cloudy conditions.

Rainfail: ai

Tempesalure: max, 1°C 1o 5°C, il -1°C 0 3°C; ground fros! dow to -7°C In Balmute!
Sunshine: nil or trace generally, 3 hours in Valentiz

Monday 6th: Cold and cloudy conditions today but mostly dry although a
few light snow showers did occur, chiefly in Leinster. Some air frost in the
west and northwest early. Easterly winds were mostly light but modevate al
times near the south and southeast coast.

Rainfall: all to 1rom

Temperature: max. 2°C to 6°C, min. -2°C to 4°C; ground frost dovn to -7°C fn Bemuligt
Sunshine: nilto 1 hour

Fuesday 7th: Centinuing cold with hight easterly winds which increased to
moderate occasionaily fresh near the south and southeast coasts. Bull and
mostly dry but again a few light wintry showers in Munster and Leinster. In
the early hours there wag only slight ground frost in places but during the
evening ground frost was more widespread and there was seme slight air
frost in places.

Rainfall: nif

Temperalure: max. 1°C to 5°C, min. -1°C to 1°C infand, up to 3°C coastal; ground fres! down to
-3°C in Balmullet

Sunshine: il ta 1 howr

Wednesday 8th: Stight air frost in places and widespread ground frost at
first. Afternoon temperatures lower than in recent days and ground frost
returning after dark except in some coastal districts. Continuing cloudy but
dry apart from a few showers of snow or sleet mainly in Munster and south
Leinster. Winds tight to moderate easterly but fresh for a time near the south
coast.

Rainfall: nil o trace

Tamperalure: max, -1°C 10 3°C, min. -2°C fo 1°C; ground frost down to 4°C In Belmufz!
Sunshine: nilor race

Thursday Sth: Duli cold day with light easterly winds. Dry apart from a few
light wintey showers here and there. Frost early espescially in the north and
west but very little frost this evening, Winds turning more southeasterly very
late in the day.

Rainfail: ail

Temparaiure: max, 1°G {0 5°C, min, -1°C to 2'C genarally, down to -3°C coastal, ground frost
dowm lo -8°C in Belmudiet

Sunshing: nif

Friday 10th: A day of transilion as milder air made its way slowly
northwards. There were spells of rain, with sleet for a time in some areas
during the moming and afterncen. Southeasterly winds were moderate to
fresh and strong insome coastal districts for a time before lurning more
southerly and decreasing. Duill today and cold at first, the highest
temperatures being recorded late in (ke day.

Rainfall: trace to Smm generaly up to 7mm at Cork Alrpor!

Temperature: max. 5°C to 12°C, min, 1°C to 3°C infand, up to 5°C coastal; ground frast down fo
-1°C in Befrflel

Sunshine: nil or frace

Saturday 11th; Mild taday with moderate to fresh southerly to
southwesterly winds, strong and gusty near coasts in Connaught and Ulster.
Drizzle or rain overnight but good dry spells, particularly in the midlands
and east. 1l and coastal fog and drizzle atfecied the south, west and
northwest coasts at times.

Rainfall: nif to dmem

Temperature: max. 10°C to 14°C, min. 5°C to 8C inland, up to 11°C coastal

Sunshine: nit

Sunday 12th; Mild southwesterly winds were again moederate to fresh and
strong near the north and west coasts. Many areas had & largely dry day.
There was less hill and coastal fog or drizale near coasts in the northwest,
west and south but it did affect many of these areas during the evening,
Rainfafl rif to mm generally, &mm fo Beloulet

Temperature: max. 11°C o 13°C, min. §°C lo 11°C

Sunshine: i or lrace

Monday 13th: A front gave spells of rain in many patts of Ulster and north
Connaught evernight and during the morning but the fronts then moved
away nerthwards, Other areas had largely dry conditions but south and west
facing constal arcas had drizzly or loggy conditions at times. Southwesterly
winds were fresh or strong at first but decreased te maderate occasionally
frosh. Temperatures nol quite as high as in recent days but still above normal.
Raintall: il or 1mm

Temparalure: may. 10°C to 12°C, min. 7°C to 9°C infand, up to 11°C coastal

Sunshing: ailfo 1 hour

‘Tuesday 14th: Southwestesly windflow continuing with winds decreasing
light to mederate. Mos| areas again essentially dry but the south, west and
northwvest ¢coasls had drizzle at times, with move significant rain for a time on
the west coast. Temperatures above normal.

Rainfalf: nit o 2 generally, 7mm in Beimuliet

Temperature: max. §°C fo 13°C, min, 3°C to 16°C; ground fros! down to -1°C & Dublin Mirport
Sunshine: nll to 1 hour genarally, 3 hours at Shannor Alrpont and 3 to 4 howrs at Baldonng! and
Dublin Alrports

Wednesday 35th: Some drizzle and fog overnight clearing during the
moming. Pry for much of the day as less humid air made ils way
nerthwards in a light to moderate south to southeastely aleflow. Drizzle
tending o retumm late in the day to southern and eastern coastal districts.
TFemperatures ranging from near normal in the south o abeve iormal in the
north. Ground frest for a time in the evening in a few places where cloud
broke,

Rainfalf: rl to Imm

Temperatura: max. 8°C fo 12°C, iin, 1°C 16 7°C infand, Up lo §°C coastat; ground frost down to
-3 ol Casement Aprodtome

Sunshing: nil to 1 hour generally, 3 hawrs at Casemen! Asrodrome

Tharsday 16th: South to soulheasterly winds today, mostly light to
moderate, but fresh at times near the south and west coasts. Some slight rain
and mist patches here and there bul generally dry with a few places having.
sunny spells. Rain in the southwest in the evening affected much of west
Munster and the west coast of Connaught by midnight. Temperatures normat
or sbove.

Rainfall: ail to 2mm, 18mra at Valantiz Obsarvatory

Temperature: max. §°C to 12°C, min. 4°C 10 §°C

Sunshire: nif to 4 hours
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Friday 17th: Rainbelt over the southwest moved slowly northwards to clear
the rortheast about mid-afternacn; ameounts of tain were highly variable,
with parts of the east and southeast escaping lightly. Behind the rainbelt the
weather brightened, southeasterly winds veered southwesterly and
decreased light to moderate and it was mainly dry. Some inist and fog
patches formed in the evening. Temperatures about or above normal today.
Cool in the evening.

Rainfafl: 1mm io Jnum in the east and aorthwest, Smon fo 140 in the southivest

Temperature: gy, §°C to 11°C, min. 3°C to 7°C; ground frast down 16 -3°C in Kilkenny
Sunshine: il to 5 fours

Saturday 18th: Southeasterly winds increased (o moderate and fresh at times
on exposed coasts, Sight ground frost here and there in the very early hours
but cloudy conditions with rain at times spread up from the southwest; again
the east and southeast escaped lightly. Afleroon temperatures similar to
yesterdays. Becoming cool in the evening as winds turned easterly.

Rainfall: nil to Zmm in the east and southeas!, Grm lo Smm olsawhare, up fo 24mm in the
Solttwast

Yemperature: max. 8°C to 11°C, min. 3°C o 6°C infand, up & 8°C coastal: ground lrost down 1o
-1C in Kitkerny

Sunshine: nilto T hovr

Sunday 19th: Some patches of fog and slight ground frost in the north and
northwest al first. Little or no rain today except in west Ulster and north
Connaught. East to northeast winds decreased pradually today but it was
cooler than of late.

Rainfall: nit lo dmm

Temperature: max. 7°C 1o §°C, min. 2°C to 4°C infand, up to 7°C £oastal; ground irost opwa lo
-2°C at Sharmon Airport

Sunshine: il to 2 hours generally, 5 ours al Valentia Obsarvatory

Monday 20th: Slight ground irost and some mist paiches early. Fog in a few
places this morning and more widespread fog and frost this eventng. Light
northeastedy winds becane variable as a cell of high pressure moved
castwards across the country. Dry today with variable sunshine.
Temperatures below or near normal in the afternoon.

Rainfali: nif

Temperabire: max. 7°C to 1{°C, min. -2*C fo 2°C infand, up 1 5°C coaslal; ground frost down to
-3°C in Kilkgnny

Sunshine: nif to 4 hours generally, 5 1o 7 hours i tha southiwest

Tuesday 2ist: Frosty start with a good deal of fog which thinned out during
the forenooin. Dy day with light winds and very varialite sunshine,
Fortunately cloud increased during the evening and while there was sonte
ground frost in places and jocal mist, i largely prevented the development of
fop and air frost.

Rainfall: ail or trace

Tempereture: max. 3°C o 9°C, min, -6°C 1o zera-infand, up to 4°C coastal, ground frost down fo
115G in Kifkenny

Sunshine: nit 10 2 howrs in the southeast, 3 1o 6 howrs elsewhera, nil at Connaught Airport

Wednesday 22nd: Ridge conditions generally with a light southerly
windflow over the west today. Some frost overnight and this inorning mainly
in the west and northwest, Generally, dry conditions bul some spols of rain
or steel near the east coast and mist patches in places. Frost and some fag
developing curing (he evening except ins parts of southwoest and west.

Rainfslt ailte tom

Temperature: max. 2°C o 7°C. min.-4°C to 1°C inland, up to 3°C coastal; ground frost down to
-10'C inClonas

Sunshine: 2 to 4 howrs in the southwest, 5§10 10 fiours elsewhers

Tharsday 23rd: Trost especially in the midlands and east, cleared during the
forenoon. Another mostly dry day but a few showers near the south and
west coasts. Southerly winds were light at first but increasd in the later part
of day, becoming fresh or strong near the west and nerthwest coasts towards
midnight. Temperatures rose gracually during the day and were stilt rising
after dark.

Raintalt: nif to 2mm

Temperatisre: max. 5°C lo 10°C, min. -5°C lo &°C inland, up fo 7°C coastal ground frost down to
-10°C in Kilkenny

Sunshine: i to 4 hours

Friday 24th: Cold front gave rain in the north and wesl early but it
weakened as it became slow-moving over the cast and south in (he afternoon
giving these areas duli and drizzly conditions. In Ulster and Connaught

conditions brightened and it became dry but frost and fog developed in
places after dark. Moderate to fresh southerly winds becoming light and
variabte. Tempertures normal or a little above.

Rairalf: il to dmm generally, Smm al Valenfia Observatory

Temperalure: max. 7°C o 11°C, min, 1°C o §°C; ground frost down 1o -4°C in Belmuflet
Sunshine: nilto 2 hours

Saturday 25th: Frost in the north in the very early hours but as the front
moved back northwards it became generally drizzly and foggy. Fop cleared
in the forenoon as southeasterly winds picked up a fittle. The afternoon and
evening were dry aparl from occasional drizzle near the seuth and southwest
coasts. Good sunny spetls developed in parts of the east and northeast and
these areas had ground frost for a time after dark. However, temperalures
were mostly normal or a tittle above.

Rainfaki: nit o rom

Temperature; max, 8°C to 12°C, min. 3°C 1o 8°C generally down o 1°C coastat ground frast
dawn to -5°C in Balmulist

Sunshine: nil or trace fn the west, { 1o 3 fiours in the midlands, 7 houss in the eas!

Sunday 26th: ressure fairly high today with slack southeasterty winds
becoming variable. Fog early cleared during the morping but mist was more
persistent. Dry apart from a little drizzle in places. Sunshine amounts
variable but syaall in most areas. Temperatures nermal or a bit above.
Rainfalf: nil fo tmm

Temperature: max, 8°C to 11°C, min. 5°C 10 8°C: ground fros! down 16 -2°C in Clones
Sunshine: it to 3 hours generaly, 5§ hours in Malin Head

Menday 27th: Fog in some areas cleared by about noon. A tmisty start with a
little Jight rain in places. With pressure high and rising, brighter iresher
weather spread gradually sovthwards, but did not reach parts of Munster
and southeast Leinster until late. Light variable winds, Afternoon
temperatures normai or a little above. Some frost developing afler dark
where cloud broke.

Rainfalf; il to 2mm

Temperatire: max. 7°C to 11°C, min. -1°C to 7°C; ground fros! down 10 -8°C in Mulingar
Sunshine: nil to 2 hours Ganerally, 5 hours at Vatantia Observatory

Tuesday 28th: Frosty at first with feg in places but clearing during the
forenoon. Dry day with most areas having good sunny spells. Light variable
winds as the anticyelone drified slowly castwards. Cloud increasing after
dark but sume areas had leost.

Rainfall: nit

Temperature: max. 6°C to 11°C, min. -3°C to 6°C; ground frost down to -9°C in Birr

Bunshine: tace to 1 hour in the northwest, 3 to 8 hours elsewhere

Sunday 29th: Frost in quite a number of places at first this morning cleared
quickly: IEwas a dry day with persistent haze in soine areas and highly
variable amounts of sunshine. Light easterly or variable winds but maderate
near the south const. Maximun teimperatures a little below normai generally
but normal or a little above in the sunnier areas. Not much frost after dark
except in parts of the northwvest.

Rainfall: nil

Temperalure: max. 5°C to 10°C, min. -2°C to 4°C; ground frosl down 10-7°C in Kilkenny
Sunshine: allto 1 hour in the south, 4 to 8 hours elsewhere

Monday 30th: Cold, hazy dry day. Basterly winds were light occasionally
moderale generally but were fresh near the south coast. Very lttle frost but it
did affect a few places where the cloud broke both very early and after dark.
Littie or no sun.

Rainfali: nif

Temperature: max. 3°C 10 8°C, min. -1°C ta §°C; ground fros! down 16 -8°C in Kikenny
Sunshina: it o 1 hor

Tuesday 32st: Frost here and there at first this morning. Dry hazy conditions
for much of the day but rain in west Munster this evening, Easterly winds
turned southeasterly today and gradually increased to mederate and were
fresh near the coast of Munster. Stilk cold but spine areas in Ulster,
Connaught and north Leinster had good sunny spells.

Rairdall: nil o 2ram genarally, mm &t Shannon Aiport

Temperatura: max. 3°C to 8, min. -2°C 1o 45C inland, up o 6°C coastal: ground kost down o
-5°C in Birr and Kikenny

Sunshine: nit or lrave ganerelly, 446 5 howrs it e northwest and 6 howrs at Dublin Airport
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County /

FRAINFALL )

County / I EMPERATURE ¢
S ta tion Iean Mean  Mean/ deviation Highest Lowest Lowest

. max. min. from average max./date min./date grass min/date
CO. CARLOW
CARLOW {CAK PARK) not [avallable
CO. CLARE
SHANNOW AYRPORT 7.5 2.5 5.0 -0.1 13.2 11 -4.3 4 -7.5 &
CARRON 5.3 1.7 4.0 12.9 12 -1.4 4 «9.0 4
CO. CORK
FERMOY (MOORE PARK) 7.1 2.4 4.8 0.1 12.0 12 -4.9 3 -10.0 3
CORK AIRPORT 6.4 3.0 4.7 -0.3 16.5 12 -4.4 3 -7.2 4
SHERKIN ISLAND 7.6 4.2 5.9  -0.7 16.6 17 -4.5 3 -5.6 4
CO. DONEGAL
MALIN HEAD 7.8 3.5 5.7 0.4 12.5 11 -2.4 9 -5.4 9
BALLYSHANNON {CATHLEEN'S FALL) 7.2 2.5 % 0.4 13.8 12 -1.8 28
LETTERKENNY {MAGHERENAN) 7.2 1.8 4.6 13.0 12 -2.5 25§
¢C. DUBLIN
DUBLIN {PHOENIX PARK} 7.6 1.5 4.6 0.1 14.3 11 -4.7 21 -9.2 23
DUBLIN AIRPORT 7.1 1.4 4.3 13.8 11 -4.2 21 -6.7 23
CASEMENT AERODROME 7.3 2.0 4.7 0.3 13.8 11 -3.8 21 -7.7 23
DUBLIN (MERRION SQUARE) 7.7 3.6 5.7 0.0 15.2 11 ~1.3 3
CO. GALWAY
GALWAY (UNIV.COLL.) 7.4 2.6 5.0 0.1 13.5 12 -3,0 1 2}-7.8 4
MAAM VALLEY 7.9 3.2 5.6 13.4 12 0.7 3 -4.9 29
CONMEMARA NATIOMAL PARK 7.5 2.4 5.0 11.5 11 -3.5 3
BALLYGAR 6.7 2.2 4.5 13.5 12 -3.5 2 7.1 2
CO. KERRY
VALENTIA OBSERVATORY 8.1 3.4 5.8 -0.8 12.1 12 -6.8 4 -10.2 3 ¢
ARDFERT {LISCAHANE) 7.0 1.7 4 13.9 11 -6.4 & -9.1 1
CO. EILKENNY
KILKENNY 6.9 1.6 4.3 6.1 12.9 11 -5.6 21 -31.1 21
€O, LEITRIM
BALLINAMORE 6.6 1.7 4.2 6.5 12.0 12 -4.4 28 -5.9 28
0. LIMERICK
MOUNT RUSSELL 6.1 2.0 4.1 12.0 11 -6.7 3 -11.9 3
0. LOUTH
ARDEE {BOHARNAMOE) 7.7 1.7 4.7 14.4 12 -3.7 4231 -9.2 4
co. Mavo
CLAREMORRES 7.1 1.7 4.4 0.4 12.5 12 -3.6 1 -8.6 1
BELMULLET 8.0 2.7 5.4 -0.3 12.1 12 -2.7 9 -8.3 9
STRAIDE 7.2 1.5 4.4 12.3 12 -5.0 2 -9.0 1
0. MEATH
WARRENSTOWN §.9 2.4 4.7 6.7 12.2 11 -2.9 21 22| -8.5 21
CO. MONAGHAN
CLONES 6.6 2.3 4.5 0.7 12.8 12 -2.1 28 ~10.1 23
CO. OFFALY
BIRR 6.7 1.8 4.3 -0.1 13.2 11 -3.3 28 -10.1 4
DERRYGREENAGH 6.6 1.6 4.1 0.5 12.5 11 12| -4.0 21 -9.9 21
0. SLIGO
ARDTARMON 7.1 2.6 4.9 12.0 12 -1.5 1 -2.8 & 9
CO. TIPPERARY
FETHERD (PARSONSHILL) 5.8 1.8 3.8 11.4 11 -3,9 3 -5.4 4
CO. WATERFORD
WATERFORD (TYCOR) 7.2 2.7 5.0 -0.1 11.2 17 -4.2 3
DUNGARVAN (CARRIGLEA) 7.6 2.7 5.2 12.1 11 -4.2 23 -6.5 3
0. WESTMEATH
MULLINGAR II 6.6 1.9 4.3 0.7 12.4 11 12| -4.8 21 -10.8 21
CO. WEXFORD
JOHNSTOWH CASTLE 7.2 3.0 5.1 0.0 11.7 12 -2.6 3 -3.0 323
ROSSLARE 7.4 4.3 5.9 -0.1 11.5 12 -0.6 8 -4.4 23
CLONRCCHE 6.4 2.4 4.4 0.0 10.9 12 171 -5.5 3 -9.5 3
JOHN F. KENNEDY PARK 6.8 3.0 4.9 0.0 11.0 12 13{ -2.2 3 -4.8 3

Statfon Totat % of Most in
amount average g day/date

T R RS
CARLOW {0OAK PARK) not.
CO. CLARE
SHANNON ATRPORT 37.0 49 10.4 16
CARRON 33.5 22 7.3 31
0. CORK
FERMOY (MOORE PARK) 48.5 43 18.0 16
CORK AIRPORT 61.4 41 14.9 1%
SHERKIN TSLAND 94.3 72 23.6 18
CO. DONEGAL
MALIN HEAD 22.2 21 6.1 10
BALLYSHANNONW (CATHLEEN'S FALL) 12.7 13 5.3 10
LETTERKENHY {MAGHERENAN} 7.3 6.7 19
CO. DUBLIN
DUBLIN [PHOENIX PARK) 16.2 23 6.2 3
DUBLIN AIRPORT 15.5 4.2 2 3
CASEMENT AERODROME 11.1 17 6.6 3
DUBLIN ([MERRION SQUARE) 11.8 18 3.8 3
CO. GALWAY
GAEWAY (UNIV.COLL.) 26.2 23 7.6 18
MARM VALLEY 87.8 14,1 23
CONREMARA NATIONAL PARK 57.6 4.1 16
BALLYGAR 36.9 37 9.4 18
C€O. KERRY

VALENTIA CBSERVATORY
ARDFERT (LISCAHANE)

€0, KILRKENNY
KILKENNY

€0, LEITRIM
BALLINAMORE

C0. LIMERICK

MOUNT RUSSELL

0. LOUTH
ARDEE (BOHARNAMOUE}

C0. MAYO
CLAREMORRIS
BELMULLET

STRAIDE

CC. MEATH
WARRENSTOWN

0. MONAGHAN
CLOWES

CC. OFFALY
BIRR
DERRYGREERAGH

0. SLIGO
ARDTARMON

CC. TIPPERARY
FETHARD} (PARSONSHILL)
<0. WATERFORD
WATERFORD ({TYCOR)
DUNGARVAN (CARRIGLEA)
CO. WESTMEATH
MULLINGAR II

C0. WEXFORD
JOHNSTCWE CASTLE
ROSSLARE
CLONRQCHE
JOHN F. KENNEDY FARK

16.6 1% 8.8 16

36.7 30 14.1 18

6L.1 18.7 16

37.8 43 14.2 16

w
[y
—

28 6.7 18

[
[
LSS
(")
~1
o e
0~
L
(R

i5.6 19 5.5 16

26.8 30 6.0 1%

30.3 40 14.0 1
24.4 2% 1.8 1s
18.90 4.9 10
21.8 10.3 186
37.6 34 16.7 10
43.0 14.5 186
27.7 30 9.6 17
29.6 27 0.0 10
20.0 21 5.9 10
35.4 28 0.2 10
25.3 23 9.7 10

SUNSHINE rs)
Daily mean % of % of Most in
{trs./day) average possible a day/date

available

1.25 74 15 8.1 28

0.70 46 8 5.4 20

1.01 54 i2 57 1

1.25 66 15 7.0 20

0.90 68 11 4.7 31

1.05 75 13 6.1 21

1.03 60 13 6.2 25

1.22 65 15 7.1 28

1.58 89 1% 6.7 25

1.48 93 18 7.4 21

1.47 94 i8 6.8 20
0.72 41 9 5.1 17
0.62 40 8 4.9 3
1.43 87 16 7.1 28
1.40 90 | 17 7.9 29
i.32 5.8 21 28
0.65 42 8 5.3 03
1.20 68 i5 5.8 28
0.55 17 6.2 28
i.11 &0 14 6.4 21
0.69 37 8 6.5 28
0.94 46 11 6.7 28
0.59 34 7 4.9 17 28
0.67 40 8 6.0 28
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Mean G900 Soun. Wf ND
County / WEATHEF? — NO. OF DAYS WITH | TEMPERATURES (°C) County (k7s) *:_;
H . Wean ax, 10-mia, Car 3 i i Q2
Station Rain Wet A Ground Snow Snow Hail Thunder Fog | t0cm  20em  3fcm Station e o 1;:; s }“:;EES"Sthme gagzys‘;"a‘:; » ::lf;:';t's‘ o
days days frost frost lying .
" TCO. CARLOW
CARLOW {OAK PARK) not available £0. CLARE -

€O, CLARE SHAMNOR ATRPORT 700 130% 23 118 | 4800 30 1383 10 @ 0 &
SHANNCH AIRPORT 8 | 7 g 115 | 2 5 o | o 3 4.2 4.9 5.4 0. CORK ]
CARRON 14 | 7 |13 |2 3.9 1.5 CORK AZREQRT 9.4 160° 2 1B/11 | i60° 33 18/0855 1 0 i 0 =
€o. CORK ) 0906 73 30732
FERMOY (MOORE PARK) 12 107 | 10 | 14 52 5.3 5.7 P
CORK AIRPORT 14 1 8§ 7 | 12 5 o | 1 | o 13 4.2 4.7 5.7 i T , . .
SHERKIN. 1SLAND 17 |10 4 " 5 P ngmnzgigﬂ 12,6 190° 33 24005 | 2160 46 120546 10 |10 69 .
b;EiNDSgggAL 1 e 3 11 2 0 4 o o 44 5 0 5.4 ’(‘i’\Sl-‘.Ml-“.NT AH:O‘D,“GNH 4 ?.00"‘ }0 12723 ?19“ 40 1270623 b 3 i E
PALLYSHANNON [CATHLEEN'S FALL) | 12 p 10 PONLER ATRYORT 5.0 2300 B4 1210 | ade 1 120800 |0 1 q &
LETTERKENNY {MAGHERENAN) 15 | 7 14 €0, KERRY

CO. DUBLIN VALEMTIA OBSERVATORY| H0F 090% 28 30/22 | 160° 48 101124 | 0 11 | 48
DUBLIN {PHOENIX PARK) 12 4 12 | 22 0. KILRENNY
DUBLIN AIRPORT 9 ¢ 6 13 | 22 8 4 2 10 7 4.0 5.0 5.2 HILKERNY S 1R0% 26 12/20 186 15 121947 | @ 1 1 =
CASEMENT AERODROME 10§ 2 10 | 17 8 7 0 {0 [5 3.4 3.8 4.5 0. HAYO g
DUBLIN (MERRION SQUARE) 9 i 5 5 BELHULTET Y. 2000 34 1321 F 3R 48 130508 |t v | 68 =

CO. GALWAY €. HONAGHAN H
GALWAY (UNIV,COLL.) i | 6 | 10 | 18 CLONES B3 I0F R O1RA6 G oa00s 35 130424 | ¢ 1 1
MAAM VALLEY 18 |12 6 | 16 €0, OFFALY -

CONMEMARA NATIONAL PARK 6 )12 8 BIRR 1O n0e 19 3220 1400 33 w3 |0 s | 0 8
BALLYGAR 23 | 8 | 11 | 16 DE 1 1272050 =
vggﬁwﬁ?é’ssmvmony 15 |11 701z | 1 a0 |0 |2 4.6 5.4 6.5 €0, HESTHEATH e

: : . MGLLINGAR 11 A RDY 16 10713 1900 28 42/2%41 | 6 o 0
ARDFERT (LISCAHANE) Lops 13 g VI0R 16 1322 | 170° 2B 18/112

€0, XILKENNY dote
KILKENNY g | 3 |15 |18 5 4.1 4.4 31 C0, HEXFORD ) - . )

CO. LETTRIM ROSSLARE 11 630 3% 105 | 080° 4B 170440 | 0 ] a2 Daily mean wind speeds and maximum
BALLINAMORE 15 | 10 15 | 14 4.5 5.0 5.0 signiticant gusts (34 knols or more)
MOUNT RUSSELL 15 107 | 11|17 3.8 4.3

Co. LOUTH . . .

ARDEE {BOHARNAMOE) 13 5 9 ! 19 4.0 4.0 1.3 Dublin - Alrport Valentia Observatory

Co. MAYO ' .

CLAREMCRRIS 1% |10 | 12 |15 0 3.5 4.0 4.2 Colm: 04% N _ Colm: 35% N 01 2 3 4%
BELMULLET 17 |12 9§20 3 0 2 0 2 4.5 5.0 5.9 I

STRALDE 15 8 13 | 18 3.3

co. MEATH
WARRENSTOWN 12 5 5 ] 23 3.2 3.6 4.1

€0, MONAGHAN
CLONES 13 7 10 | 19 4 4.5 4.9 5.2

CO. OFFALY
BIRR g | 5 13 | 20 3 4.0 4.6 5.2
DERRYGREENAGH 12 ¢ 7 13 | 24

Co. SLIGC
ARDTARMON 13 7 § | 16

CO. TIPFERARY
FETHARD (PARSONSHILL) 12 |5 {1115 4.0 4.3

CO0. WATERFORD
WATERFORD (TYCOR) 14 | 8 | 10
DUNGARVAN (CARRIGLEA) 15 | 8 | 10 |13 5.5 5.7

CO. WESTMEATH
MULLINGAR TI 12 | 5 | 13 {19 7 3.8 4.4 4.8

C0. WEXFORD g g
JOHMSTOWH CASTLE 1 | 7 7 | 12 4.4 5.1 5.4
ROSSLARE 13 | 7 4 |10 | 5 ¢ o | o |3 4.9 5.6 6.9
L OMAOCHE e |10 | s 5o 54 i FREQUENCY OF WIND DIRECTION
JOHN F. KENMNEDY PARK 12 | 4 g | 13 4.7 5.0 6.1
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The Monthly Weather Bulletin is produced by the Climatelogy and
Observations Rivision of Met Eireann. The annual subscription to the
bulletin costs £36. Further climatological information is available from
the Climate Enquiries Office, Glasnevin Hiil, Dublin 8,

tetephone 01-8064260, fax 01-8064216.

The latest official weather
information by phone, updated
w EATHER DIAL 3 times a day, every day.

Just call 1550 123 PLUS
the number for your area:

FROM MET EIREANN

Munster.......850
Leinster.......851

Connaught..852
@ Ulster...........853
Dutlin..........854
il Sea Area......855

WEATHERDIAL FAX

Calis cost per minute: 58p voice, 100p lax (incl. VAT). An IS service. Tel: {01} 475 2313,

per cenlimelre and pH in pH unils.

NoOTES ON THE TABLES

A. Generaj

1. Rainfalf amounts are given in miflimatres,
temperatura in degraes Celsivs, sunshing duration in
hours and wing spaed in kols.

{1 knot=1.15 m.p.h)

2. At alf stations daily rainfall totafs refar {0 the 24-
hour period ending at 0990UTC the following day. The
term rainfall includes all forms of precipitalion, such as
snow and Hatl, and daposition from desy or frost,
measured as equivatent rain.

3. ‘Raindays’ and ‘watdays’ are days during which tha
{olal rainfall is not tess than 0.2mm and 1.0mm
respectively.

4. A'day’ for tha purposes of this publication refers o
tha poriod from DS00UTC on a particular day fo
J900UTC on the following day. (This is because
chmatological stations make their daily obsarvations
at 0960UTC.}

5. The mean daily aff temperalure over a pericd is
taken as the mean of the daily maxima and daily
minima {averaged separalely over the péricd).

8. Days with air frost are those during which the
minimum air temporature was batow 0°C. Similarfy
days with ground frost indicate days whan the grass
minimum lemperature was bolow 0°C. {Grass
minimum femperatures are measured by &
thermometer placed horlzemally on pegs jus! above
the lips of short grass.}

7. Mean soil and eantfi lmperalures are based on
readings laken al G300UTC.

8. A gale is a mean wind over & 10 minule period of
34 knnols or more. A gafe gust is a gust of 34 knefs or
more. Al wind speeds refer to the wind at an effactive
height of 10 meires ahove the ground.

2. ¢ denotes that ihe value is caloulated using one
o mors estimated readings.

1¢. Data from Northem Ireland is kindly provided by
the Bellast Weather Ceonlre.

B. Agmet

11, Caleutated Potential £ vapolranspiration (F.£)
values are based on values of temperature, sunshing,
wind speed and vapour prassure using e Penman
forrnuta, Because of formula imilations, negative
values can oeowr in winter, these are replaced in the
tablo by zero. Measured P.E. values are those
measuréed by means of soil-filed tanks sunk inlg tho
ground with their upper grass-covered ends at surface
fevel.

12, Sait moisture deficits and stplises are computed
from the differences hefween rainfal and actual
evapolranspiration (A.E.). Estimates of A.E. are
darived from measured vafues of P.E. {See Agmet.
Mema No. 1, 1968}, Solt moisture surpluses are
assumed {o be removed by drainage and surface run-
off and are nof therefore caried forward from one
period to the next. Sof moisture deflfcits are regaiged
25 being cumulative. Where heavy rain oceurs near
the end of ths fixed period, the date of cut-ofl may be
zaajustad to avoid error dus to insulficient run-off tima.

13. Degree day tofals are calcutated using the melhod
set out by MoVicker in the Joumnal of the Institution of
Heating and Ventilating Engineers (Vol. 14 No. 38,
Nov-Dec 1946}

14, Global solar radiation vatues are given in Misq.m.
cormgct to two decimal places (3.6MJ=1kWh).

C. Laboratory

15. Daily samplas of air and precipitation are taken at
Valgntia Observalory at T000UTC each day. Monthiy
precipitation samplas at oiher stations are taken at
1200UTC on the 15t of each monih.

16. Alr sample data are given in microgrammes per
cubic maire, efectrical conduclivity in micro-Sfemans
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