News release: Thursday, July 5, 2012.
Issued by the Prevention and Early Intervention Programme (PEIP)
Children’s Groups call for increase in prevention and early intervention
Leading children’s groups today called for greater emphasis on prevention and early intervention in children’s services, in response to a Public Consultation on the future development of children’s policy.
Presenting their joint submission to the Department of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA) led consultation, the three member organisations of the Prevention and Early Intervention Programme (PEIP) also jointly called for the implementation of the commitment in the Programme for Government to an area based approach to tackling child poverty and for greater use of an evidence based approach in the delivery of services to children, young people and families.
The PEIP includes The Childhood Development Initiative in Tallaght West, Preparing for Life in Dublin 17 and youngballymun. Each group is implementing early intervention and prevention strategies to improve outcomes for children.
The closing date for submissions to Improving the Lives of Children and Young People is tomorrow (July 6th) and the Department is to use the information it receives to inform children’s strategy and policy during the next five years.
Presenting the PEIP’s consultation submission, youngballymun Chief Executive Eleanor McClorey said that to radically improve outcomes it is essential that the principles of prevention and early intervention are fully integrated into all aspects of children’s services. 
“Current children’s services are generally driven by acute, remedial action in response to crisis when difficulties are well entrenched. Prevention and early intervention strategies have the capacity to challenge the present focus on costly interventions late in childhood and can promote secure attachment, age-appropriate social and emotional development, positive protective relationships, oral language and literacy skills and mental health.
“This Public Consultation and strategic framework to be developed in the children’s area is an excellent opportunity for government to take a long term cost-effective view on tackling causes rather than symptoms, promoting positive health, mental health, language and literacy outcomes and reducing developmental difficulties. 
“Prevention and early intervention is about creating social investment models with good rates of return. The earlier in the life cycle the strategy begins, the stronger the outcomes for children, families and communities and the greater the value-for-money and return on investment.”
Preparing for Life Programme Manager Noel Kelly said a key item in the PEIP’s submission is the importance of taking an area-based approach to addressing child poverty. “There are concentrated pockets of multiple disadvantage in a number of identifiable areas in Ireland. Populations in these areas are significantly more likely to experience poor health, learning and wellbeing outcomes than the general population.  
“The geographical concentration of disadvantage means that coherent, multi-level, area-based strategies to address social exclusion, child poverty, intergenerational deprivation and poor health outcomes make sense. Adopting an area-based approach allows for a concentrated and intensive focus on child outcomes and for a holistic approach to child development.”
Childhood Development Initiative CEO, Marian Quinn commented on the third key point in the PEIP submission, which was for requirements for evidence-based practice to be built into funding conditions.
“A meaningful overhaul of how children’s services are provided requires starting from a much stronger base of information, data and evidence. We must develop services in response to identified need, allocate resources in accordance with that need and invest in approaches that have the greatest chance of being effective.
“Initiatives aimed at improving child safety and protection should be strongly based on evidence, rigorously implemented and evaluated.” 
The PEIP project is jointly funded by the Department of Children and Youth Affairs and the Atlantic Philanthropies. Work at each of the three programme sites began in 2007 and the initial programme phase of the interventions will be completed between 2012 and 2015. Each programme is rigorously evaluated and the findings are being presented to Government and Department officials to assist in shaping appropriate policy responses and services for children within an Irish context.
Further Information
Ronan Cavanagh, Communications Co-ordinator, CDI: (086) 317 9731.
To view the full PEIP submission please go to one of the below websites
Childhood Development Initiative: www.twcdi.ie
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