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The Mid-West 

(Southern Regional Assembly) 

 

Key Facts and Projects 
 
NSO 1 - Compact Growth 

 189 new social housing builds in the Mid-West in 2018 
 968 total new dwelling completions in the Mid-West in 2018 
 12 successful applicants to the Urban Regeneration and Development Fund 

 
NSO 2 - Enhanced Regional Connectivity 

 M20 Cork to Limerick – at preliminary appraisal stage 
 The N21/N69 Limerick to Adare to Foynes Road – at detailed appraisal stage 

 
NSO 3 - Strengthened Rural Economies and Communities 

 15 projects were approved for funding from the first call of the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund 
 
NSO 4 - Sustainable Mobility  

 In Limerick the National Transport Authority (NTA), in co-operation with the local authority, has 
commenced work in developing a Limerick – Shannon Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy 
 

NSO 5 - A Strong Economy, supported by Enterprise, Innovation and Skills  
 19,576 in IDA supported employment, 22,464 in EI supported employment 
 Limerick Advanced Office Building to be delivered by IDA in 2019 
 4 successful applicants for the latest round of the Regional Enterprise Development Fund 
 6 successful applicants for the latest round of the Disruptive Technologies Innovation Fund 
 New student centre, residencies and sports facilities planned for the University of Limerick 

 
NSO 6 - High Quality International Connectivity 

 New wide hangar at Shannon Airport 
 Expansion programme at Shannon-Foynes Port Company 

 
NSO 7 - Enhanced Amenity and Heritage 

 Investments in the Burren National Park and Bunratty Castle  
 235 successful applicants from the Mid-West in the last round of the Sports Capital Programme 
 The average sports capital grant for the region was €28,000 

 
NSO 8 - Climate-Resilient Society 

 28 flood relief schemes ongoing or planned for the region, including the Limerick Flood Relief Scheme 
 EirGrid’s Cross Shannon Cable Project 

 
NSO 9 - Sustainable Management of Water and other Environmental Resources 

 There are currently 17 water and waste water projects in progress in the Mid-West  
 

NSO 10 - Access to Quality Childcare, Education and Health Services 
 6 new schools were delivered in the Mid-West in 2018 

 A further 33 schools projects are at various stages of planning, design and construction 
 2 new Primary Care Centres opening in 2019 in Kilmallock and Castletroy 
 A further 8 healthcare projects will be delivered in 2019 
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1. Project Ireland 2040 

 
This document sets out the regional projects and programmes which are being planned and 

delivered in the Mid-West as part of the public investment detailed in Project Ireland 2040 - the 

Government’s National Planning Framework and National Development Plan. 

While this document does not provide an exhaustive list of all public capital expenditure in the Mid –

West region, it does serve to highlight the diverse range of investment being made the State under 

Project Ireland 2040.  Project Ireland 2040 set out ten National Strategic Outcomes (NSO’s), built 

around the over-arching themes of well-being, equality and opportunity. This document sets out the 

main achievements under each NSO to date for the Mid-West and highlights priorities for the 

coming years.  

The document draws on information from a wide range of publicly available sources as well as 

material provided by Government Departments and Agencies - a list of the major projects in the 

Mid-West is contained in the Appendix.  

 

2. Limerick City and Metropolitan Area  
 
Project Ireland 2040 seeks to develop our regional towns and cities as viable urban centres of scale 

which can act as alternatives and a counterbalance to the continued growth of Dublin and its 

surrounding region. In doing so these cities and regional towns will act as drivers of growth for their 

wider region and rural areas. 

Project Ireland 2040 envisages the population of Limerick City and Suburbs to grow by between 

47,000 - 56,000 people (or 50-60%) by 2040. In keeping with the vision of compact smart growth, 

50% of new city housing will be within the existing Limerick City and Suburbs footprint.  

 

3. Progress against National Strategic Outcomes  

3.1 National Strategic Outcome 1 – Compact Growth 
 
This outcome aims to secure the sustainable growth of more compact urban and rural settlements 

supported by jobs, houses, services and amenities, rather than continued sprawl and unplanned, 

uneconomic growth.  

There were 189 social housing new builds in the Mid-West in 2018 with more planned in 2019. 
  
In line with the national increase in new houses being built, there was a total of 968 new dwelling 
completions in the Mid-West in 2018. 
 

Table 1: Social Housing Completion in 2018 

Mid-West Total New Build  

Clare County Council 43 

Limerick City and County Co 112 

Tipperary County Council 34 

Total  189 

Source: Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government  
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Table 2: Total Housing Completion in 2018 

Mid-West New Dwelling Completions 

Clare County Council 244 

Limerick City and County Co 516 

Tipperary County Council 208 

Total 968 

Source: Central Statistics Office 

 
Table 3: Total Planning Permissions in 2018 

Planning Region and County Relating to 

Dwellings   

Other Extension Alteration 

and 

Conversion 

Total 

Mid-West - Totals 769 995 785 347 2,896 

Clare 263 247 219 92 821 

Limerick 278 354 285 134 1,051 

Tipperary 228 394 281 121 1,024 

Source: Central Statistics Office 

 

The Urban Regeneration and Development Fund (URDF) will help to rejuvenate significant but 

underused areas in Ireland’s five cities and other large towns. In the Mid-West these include: 

Limerick City and Metropolitan Area, Ennis, Clonmel, Shannon, Nenagh and Thurles.  

The URDF is a key part of Project Ireland 2040 and has a budget of €2 billion over the period to 2027. 

The aim of the URDF is to stimulate new residential and commercial development in our larger cities 

and towns. New services and amenities will support these new developments, and help achieve the 

‘compact growth’ that was set out in Project Ireland 2040. 

In total there were 12 successful applicants for the latest round of the Urban Regeneration and 

Development Fund 

Table 4a: Successful Applicants for the latest round of the Urban RDF 

Mid-West 

Category A (Ready 

to Go) 

Category B 

(to be developed) 

Total per County 

Clare County Council 2 1 3 

Limerick City and County Co 3 4 7 

Tipperary County Council 2 0 2 

Total 7 5 12 

Source: Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government  
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Table 4b: Successful Applicants for the latest round of the Urban RDF  

Applicant County Description 

Clare County Council Clare Parnell Street and the Lanes and Bow-

Ways 

Clare County Council Clare The Venue Shannon (Strategic Masterplan 

Cat B ) 

Clare County Council Clare Barrack Square and Old Barrack Street and 

O’Connell Square and High Street 

Limerick City & County 

Council 

Limerick  O'Connell Street 

Limerick City & County 

Council 

Limerick  Opera Project (Site enabling) 

Limerick City & County 

Council 

Limerick  Digital Collaboration and Virtual Reality 

Centre 

Limerick City & County 

Council 

Limerick  World-class Waterfront 

Limerick City & County 

Council 

Limerick  Social and Economic Model 

Limerick City & County 

Council 

Limerick  Living Georgian City Programme 

Tipperary  County Council  Tipperary Liberty Square Thurles 

Tipperary  County Council  Tipperary Clonmel 

University of Limerick Limerick  Digital District (Inner City Digital Hub) 

Source: Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government  

 

3.2 National Strategic Outcome 2 – Enhanced Regional Connectivity 
 
A core priority under Project Ireland 2040 is the essential requirement to enhance and upgrade 

accessibility between urban centres of population and their regions, in parallel with the initiation of 

compact growth of urban centres.  

There are two majors regional transport projects planned for the Mid-West, the M20 Cork to 

Limerick motorway and the N21/N69 Limerick to Adare to Foynes Road.  

Other projects include the Coonagh to Knockalisheen Road which is part of the Limerick Regeneration 
programme, the Shannon Bridge which is part of the Kilalloe Bypass, and the realignment of the 
Nenagh to Thurles Road (R498 at Latteragh) to cater more safely for traffic. 
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3.3 National Strategic Outcome 3 – Strengthened Rural Economies and Communities 
 
The full participation of rural communities in strategic development as envisaged under the National 

Planning Framework (NPF) is imperative to achieving the full potential of a broad range of strategic 

outcomes detailed in the National Development Plan (NDP). This applies both in terms of the 

traditional pillars of the rural economy, the natural resource and food sector, as well as those 

emerging from such developments as improved connectivity, broadband and rural economic 

development opportunities. 

As part of Project Ireland 2040, the Government has committed to providing an additional €1 billion 

for a new Rural Regeneration and Development Fund over the period 2019 to 2027. The Fund will 

provide investment to support rural renewal, strengthen and build resilience in rural communities 

and assist in the regeneration of towns and villages with a population of less than 10,000, and 

outlying areas. It will be administered by the Department of Rural and Community Development. 

15 projects in the Mid-West were approved for funding from the first call of the Rural Regeneration 

and Development Fund. 

Table 5a: Projects approved for funding under the first call for the Rural RDF 

Mid-West 

Category 1 (Ready 

to Go) 

Category 2 

(to be developed) 

Total per County 

Clare  5 4 9 

Limerick  4 1 5 

Tipperary  1 0 1 

Total 10 5 15 

Source: Department of Rural and Community Development 
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Table 5b: Projects approved for funding under the first call for the Rural RDF 

Applicant Project County Description Total 

RRDF 

Funding € 

Coillte  International 

Mountain 

Biking 

Project 

Limerick 

 

This flagship national project will develop 

international standard Mountain Biking 

Trails which will provide recreational, 

health and tourism benefits – including at 

Ballyhoura (Limerick) 

€259,915 

Department 

of Culture, 

Heritage and 

the Gaeltacht 

National 

Parks 

Clare This is a flagship national project which 

will provide a major upgrade of National 

Parks and Reserves in a number of 

locations. In Clare this project will upgrade 

the Keelhilla Network. 

€52,500 

Ballyhoura 

Development 

CLG  

Murroe 

Community 

Hub 

Limerick This is a community driven project which 

involves the construction of a two storey, 

2,467 sq.m multi-purpose building for the 

community of Murroe-Boher and its 

surrounds.  The building will include a 

large hall for sports and community events, 

a scout den, meeting rooms, an office, 

changing facilities, showers and bathrooms, 

and space for a community café.  

€3,816,451 

Clare County 

Council 

The 

Seaworld 

Project 

Clare This project is a substantial upgrade of the 

Lahinch Seaworld community-run facility 

and associated public realm works in the 

town. It includes: The retrofitting of the 

Seaworld building; new public toilets; 

public realm works; completion of building 

of new Surf Rescue and Training Centre, 

Lahinch sports field, new car park and 

amenity area. 

€2,860,000 

Limerick 

City and 

County 

Council 

Great 

Southern 

Greenway 

Limerick 

Limerick This project will expand the Great Southern 

Greenway Limerick, converting the old 

railway into a greenway. The project 

involves resurfacing 37.5Km and building a 

new tunnel at Barnagh, and the 

realignment of the junction at Rathkeale. 

The Great Southern Greenway Limerick is 

being developed as a key driver of 

economic development for the towns of 

Abbeyfeale, Rathkeale and Newcastle West.  

€2,724,657 
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Clare County 

Council 

Vandeleur 

Estate 

Clare This project will restore part of the historic 

Vandeleur Estate, which has been in 

existence since 1808. The project will 

respect the existing facilities and buildings 

within the surrounding area and will 

include a new museum; and development 

of arts and crafts facilities to promote local 

heritage.  

€1,720,000 

Clare County 

Council 

Ennistymon 

Innovation 

Centre 

Clare This project involves the creation of a 

‘Multi-Service Innovation Centre’ in a 

currently unused building (9,000 sq. ft.) in 

Ennistymon in North Clare. The centre will 

provide for private enterprise; public 

services; and tourism information. Services 

envisaged include: Broadband Hub: 

Incubation Units and Office Space: Family 

Resource Centre.  

€1,023,300 

Clare County 

Council  

Inis Cealtra 

Island 

Clare Will develop a detailed design for a visitor 

centre, a design for a new boat landing 

point including visitor trails and the 

production of an interpretation strategy for 

the island.  

€920,500 

Clare County 

Council 

Loophead 

Visitor 

Attraction 

Clare This is a significant tourism project which 

will refurbish and expand the facilities at 

the historic Loop Head visitor lighthouse 

attraction with a view to enhancing the 

capacity and attractiveness of the 

lighthouse.  The project will assist in the 

enhancement of the existing tourism 

offering in the area, delivering benefits to 

the wider community through increased 

activity.  

€868,500 

Fáilte Ireland Wild Atlantic 

Way 

Clare / 

Kerry 

Will develop a plan to solve critical 

congestion and visitor management issues 

along the Wild Atlantic Way at 15 key 

locations within the counties of Clare and 

Kerry.  

€666,300 

Ballyhoura 

Development 

CLG  

Glenbrohane 

Local Hub 

Limerick This Project seeks to significantly enhance 

the range of services to local residents and 

businesses. The vision is to create a social 

enterprise hub which will provide 

employment opportunities, address rural 

isolation and create a tourist attraction. The 

Project involves the innovative conversion 

of an old public house into a community 

facility housing a cafe and shops for local 

crafts and produce. It will also provide a 

“Men’s Shed”, office and meeting rooms. 

€626,369 
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Tipperary 

County 

Council 

Tipperary 

Town 

Regeneration 

Tipperary This is a significant regeneration project for 

Tipperary Town which will greatly enhance 

long term sustainable tourism for the area. 

It will include: Upgrade of the Market Yard 

as a pedestrian priority area, linking the 

Excel Heritage Centre to Market Yard and 

the Town Centre; 800 metre walkway along 

the River Ara, including two loop walks. 

€600,000 

Clare County 

Council  

Doolin Pier Clare Will develop a masterplan to develop a 

new visitor and tourist Centre at Doolin 

pier. 

€465,571 

Limerick 

City and 

County 

Council 

West 

Limerick 

Tourism 

Gateway 

Limerick  This proposal, entitled the West Limerick 

Tourism Gateway consists of the 

preparation of a comprehensive tourism 

plan for Newcastle West town centre. 

€330,000 

Department 

of Culture, 

Heritage and 

the Gaeltacht 

National 

Parks 

Clare Will implement the recommendations of 

the Tourism Interpretative Masterplan for 

Ireland’s National Parks.  This project will 

develop a plan for properties in Corofin.  

€75,000 

Source: Department of Rural and Community Development 
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3.4 National Strategic Outcome 4 – Sustainable Mobility  
 
The expansion of attractive and sustainable public transport alternatives to private based car 

transport will reduce congestion and emissions and enable the transport sector to cater in an 

environmentally sustainable way for the demands associated with longer term population and 

employment growth envisaged under the National Planning Framework (NPF). Furthermore, the 

provision of safe, alternative, active travel options such as segregated cycling and walking facilities 

can also help alleviate congestion and meet climate action objectives by providing viable alternatives 

and connectivity with existing public transport infrastructure. 

In Limerick the National Transport Authority (NTA), in co-operation with the local authority, has 

commenced work in developing a Limerick – Shannon Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy and a 

public consultation on the Strategy’s development will be held later this year. Finalisation of that 

Strategy will provide the strategic backdrop to an improved public transport network for the area 

and, if deemed appropriate, allow for the roll-out of a BusConnects programme in the city.  

The NTA is also working with the local authority in realising the ambition of the already developed 

Limerick Metropolitan Cycle Network Study with a number of important projects expected to 

commence construction in 2019. These include: 

 the Castletroy Greenway 

 the Parnell, Davis & Wickham Street improvement scheme 

 the O’Connell Street upgrade (subject to final design approval) 

Work will also take place across the city in 2019 in terms of improving safety measures on existing 
cycle lanes, through the installation of “orcas” and bollards at various locations. While funding is also 
being provided to continue the planning and design of a variety of other important cycling projects, 
such as the Grove Road roundabout, the Raheen roundabout and the Milford Plassey Park junction. 
More generally, the Region will benefit from continued investment in public transport.  
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3.5 National Strategic Outcome 5 – A Strong Economy, supported by Enterprise, 
Innovation and Skills  
 
A competitive, innovative and resilient enterprise base is essential to provide the jobs and 

employment opportunities for people to live and prosper in all regions. Achieving the ambitious 

employment targets in the National Planning Framework (NPF) in the context of increased global 

uncertainty, Brexit and technological disruption, underlines the importance of building competitive 

regional clusters and generating an uplift in enterprise export competitiveness to secure sustainable 

jobs and growth. 

Table 6: Employment in the Mid-West in 2018  

  

Total Employment  211,200 

IDA Ireland Employment 22,464 

Enterprise Ireland Employment 19,576 
Source: CSO and Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation. 
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The Regional Enterprise Development Fund is about supporting every region to build on its unique 
strengths and ultimately create sustainable jobs. Collaboration is at its core – among the public and 
private sectors, within and across regions. In December 2018 the successful applicants of the second 
round of the Regional Enterprise Development Fund worth over €29 million were announced. The 
Fund, which is administered for the Government by Enterprise Ireland, will operate on a rolling basis 
as part of Project Ireland 2040. 
 
Table 7: Successful Applicants for the latest round of the Regional Enterprise 

Development Fund in the Mid-West 

Projects 

approved  

County Description Fund 

The Burren 

Lowlands CLG 

Galway, 

Clare 

A community focused collaborative project that will 

develop an enterprise support platform (leveraging 

third level expertise, local enterprise office supports 

etc) to drive business networking, remote working 

and entrepreneurship development. The project will 

create a focus point for enterprise activities in a rural 

setting, aimed at the creation and attraction of 

alternative employment opportunities. 

€182,786 

BNest Social 

Initiative DAC 

Limerick, 

Clare, 

Tipperary, 

Cork, Kerry 

An initiative that assists businesses seeking social 

impact to achieve viability and scale through 

development programmes, critical service supports 

and cluster development, and by so doing allow 

innovative ideas with significant potential for 

societal impact to evolve to sustainable commercial 

entities. 

€603,400 

Clare MEZ 

(Maritime 

Economic Zone) 

DAC 

Clare A project located on the Shannon Estuary that will 

repurpose an existing site to provide specialist 

infrastructure and accommodation, making the 

facility available for maritime and cruise liner related 

training as well as a test bed for renewable 

technologies. 

€1,759,226 

Hospital Foods 

Units DAC 

Limerick This project will develop a Digital Collaboration 

Centre which aims to position the Mid-West region 

as a hub of applied disruptive technology 

innovation. The project seeks to narrow the 

innovation adoption gap for global and indigenous 

companies across the region through regional 

collaborative disruptive technology applications in 

services and business processes, which will support 

start-ups, scaling, HPSU growth and talent 

attraction. 

€2,279,073 

Source: Enterprise Ireland 
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As part of Project Ireland 2040, the Disruptive Technologies Innovation Fund will see investment in 

the development and deployment of disruptive innovative technologies and applications, on a 

commercial basis, targeted at tackling national and global challenges. The fund will drive 

collaboration between our world class research base and industry as well as facilitating enterprises 

to compete directly for funding in support of the development and adoption of these technologies, 

and seeding a new wave of start-ups. 

Table 8: Successful Applicants for the latest round of the Disruptive Technologies 

Innovation Fund in the Mid-West 

Lead Applicant Consortium 

Partners 

County Description 

Amryt Pharma Curran 

Scientific 

Ltd, UCD, 

DEBRA 

Ireland 

 

Limerick and 

Dublin 

A Disruptive Gene Therapy Platform 

Cala Medical Curran 

Scientific, 

UL 

 

Limerick    Therapeutic enzymes as a treatment for 

sepsis and other immune disorder diseases 

HookeBio Ltd CIT, 

CAPPA, 

NUIG 

 

Limerick High throughput microfluidic drug screening 

platform 

International 

Energy Research 

Centre 

MPower, 

MSemicon, 

Templederry 

Renewable 

Energy 

Supply, 

UCC, NUIG, 

DIT 

 

Tipperary and 

Dublin 

Cooperative Energy Trading System 

(CENTS) 

Tyndall National 

Institute 

DABL, PMD 

Solutions, 

De Royal, 

Setanta, 

UCC Lero, 

Sanmina, 

Design 

Partners, 

VRAI, 

Henkel, 

ADI, HRB 

CRF-C, UCC 

Insight 

Cork, Dublin 

and Limerick 

HOLISTICS - Holistic Human Sensing for 

Health, Aging and Wellness 

SEAM Research 

Centre (WIT) 

Schivo 

Medical, 

Graph 

Waterford, 

Dublin and 

Cork/Limerick 

E-BAMBI - Enhanced biocompatibility of 

Additively manufactured Biomedical 

Implants for Improved Clinical Outcomes 
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Treatments 

Ltd, 

STRYKER, 

DIT 
Source: Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation  
 

Enterprise Ireland in the Mid-West Region Offices  

In 2018, 19,576 people were employed across 480 Enterprise Ireland supported companies in the 

Mid-West Region.  

• As part of Project Ireland 2040, Enterprise Ireland has co-funded, with local enterprise 

development groups, 157 Community Enterprise Centres across the country including 14 in 

the Mid-West.   

• The Technology Centre Programme is a joint initiative between Enterprise Ireland and IDA 

Ireland allowing Irish companies and multinationals to work together in these centres. There 

are three Technology Centres located in the Mid-West region.  

• Enterprise Ireland, in partnership with the Institutes of Technology, has established a 

nationwide network of 15 Technology Gateways which deliver technology solutions for Irish 

industry close to their market needs and are open to all sizes of companies. The Mid-West 

Gateway is Shannon ABC LIT. 

• As part of Project Ireland 2040, Enterprise Ireland has funded the establishment of a 

national network of business innovation centres and specialist bio-incubation facilities 

across the Higher Education Sector. The Mid-West Region is home to two campus 

incubators. 

• EI supports and collaborates with Higher Education Institutes (HEIs) in the region including 

UL, LIT through Innovation supports such as the Commercialisation Fund, Innovation 

Partnerships and Innovation Vouchers. 

 
Local Enterprise Offices  

• The Mid-West Region is served by its Local Enterprise Offices (LEOs) in Limerick, Clare and 

Tipperary, which are co-located with the Local Authorities. In 2017, the LEOs operating in 

the Mid-West Region supported an additional 438 jobs from 2016 (total of 4,841 jobs) and 

the establishment of 26 new companies, bringing the total number of companies supported 

by the LEOs in the Mid-West Region to 820. Continued funding through Project Ireland 2040 

will support further progress. 

 

IDA in the Mid-West Region  

• There are a total of 137 IDA companies located across the Mid-West Region, employing 

22,464 people. 

• As part of Project Ireland 2040, IDA is currently constructing an office building on the 

National Technology Park, Limerick and this will be complete by Q1 2019.  

• IDA Ireland is planning to establish an Advanced Manufacturing Centre within the National 

Technology Park in Limerick (planning permission for this facility was submitted in December 

2018). This initiative is in response to the identified needs of our discrete manufacturing 

industry base, and will serve the entire Irish-based manufacturing sector. Critically, the 

centre will be of scale and an exemplar internationally while ensuring coordination with and 

also complementing existing resources. The Advanced Manufacturing Centre will provide a 
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collaborative environment focussed on the acceleration of core platform technologies to 

“digitise” Ireland’s discrete manufacturing base and supply chain partners.   

 

IDA’s focus over the coming two years and beyond is to build on the strengths and competencies of 

the region with a particular focus on high value manufacturing, services and research and 

development opportunities across a number of established existing strongholds in Life Sciences, 

Technology, Global Business services, Financial Services, Engineering and Aviation.  Emerging 

technology trends has and will continue to create new opportunities across the region in areas such 

as sports technology, marine technology, data analytics, artificial intelligence and smart 

manufacturing.  IDA will continue to work closely with Enterprise Ireland and its indigenous base of 

companies to identify synergies, enhance clusters, participate in site visits and maximise benefits for 

the Mid-West Region. 

Higher Education 

 The University of Limerick has plans for a new student centre, sports facilities and new 

student residences. 

 Eleven major infrastructure projects will be delivered around the country as part of a €200m 

Public-Private Partnership Programme for the Higher Education sector, including at Limerick 

Institute of Technology. This programme responds directly to skills needs at the regional 

level, with a particular emphasis on STEM disciplines. 
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3.6 National Strategic Outcome 6 – High-Quality International Connectivity  
 
As an island, continued investment in our port and airport connections to the UK, the EU and the 

rest of the world, is integral to underpinning international competitiveness. It is also central to 

responding to the challenges as well as the opportunities arising from Brexit.  

Shannon Group through its subsidiaries Shannon Airport Authority, Shannon Commercial 

Enterprises and Shannon Heritage have plans to invest in excess of €150 million in its capital 

programme over the period to 2022. This includes €100 million for the development of the property 

portfolio which is designed to deliver high quality advanced manufacturing, warehousing and office 

space solutions. This programme will assist the IDA and EI in their drive for inward investment and 

increase employment in the region.  

Also included in this capital programme, is the construction of a wide body paint hangar at 

Shannon Airport. This is in accordance with the National Aviation Policy to “encourage the 

development of the International Aviation Services Centre (IASC) at Shannon”. This will be the first 

new wide body hangar constructed at an Irish airport in over 20 years and is the kind of expansion 

that was envisaged in order to grow a globally recognised and internationally competitive aviation 

industry cluster in and around the airport campus. Cross agency co-operation will continue to 

develop further hangars at Shannon to meet industry demand.  

Shannon Foynes Port Company’s Infrastructure Development Programme is well underway and will 

consist of a jetty expansion program, the joining of the East and West Jetties and the infill behind, 

land purchase and site development at Foynes in light of the land bank shortage at Foynes Port and 

the Foynes Rail Reinstatement. Phase 1 of part of this development has been completed and a 

planning application for part of Phase 2 was lodged in 2018. The investment programme will 

improve international connectivity and increase capacity through the construction of new quay walls 

and associated port infrastructure and external connectivity with the upgrade of the N69 and the 

reinstatement of the Limerick-Foynes rail line. 
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3.7 National Strategic Outcome 7 – Enhanced Amenity and Heritage  
 
Project Ireland 2040 recognises the value of cultural heritage as a key component of, and contributor 

to, the attractiveness and sustainability of our cities, towns, villages and rural areas in terms of 

developing cultural creative spaces, private inward investment, and attracting and retaining talent 

and enterprise.  

The State’s natural heritage, biodiversity and built heritage will be protected and enhanced as part 

of Project Ireland 2040 through a €285 million investment. This will include visitor and traffic 

management plans for the Burren National Park. Improvements to the visitor experience and 

interpretation will be delivered at sites such as the Rock of Cashel.  

Shannon Heritage is committed to creating compelling tourist attractions in the West of Ireland and 

the plan includes the €10 million redevelopment of Bunratty Castle in partnership with Fáilte Ireland.  

Sports  

The Sports Capital Programme is the primary means of providing Government support to sports clubs 
and organisations for sports capital works. The most recent allocations under the Programme were 
made at the end of 2017, with €60 million allocated to sporting clubs and organisations throughout 
the country. 
 
Table 9a: Successful applicants to the latest round of capital sports grants 

Mid-West Successful Applicants Average Grant € 

Clare County  64 28,500 

Limerick County 89 29,500 

Tipperary County  82 26,400 

Total  235 28,100 

Source: Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport 

Table 9b: Large successful applicants to the latest round of capital sports grants 

Mid-West Successful Applicants Grant € 

Clare County  Kilmurry Ibrickane GAA 85,000 

Limerick County Na Piarsaigh Hurling and 

Football Club 

80,000 

Tipperary County  Boherlahan Dualla GAA 

Club 

91,500 

Source: Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport 
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3.8 National Strategic Outcome 8 – Climate-Resilient Society  
 
The National Planning Framework (NPF) highlights the centrality of this National Strategic Outcome 
(NSO) to all other elements of spatial policy. The themes highlighted in the NPF are focused on the 
role of spatial policy in influencing where we live, where we work, and how we travel. These are all 
directly relevant to the pattern of energy use and in particular the current level of harmful greenhouse 
gas emissions to which Ireland is committed to achieving substantial reductions. 
There are 28 flood relief schemes currently planned for the Mid-West, including the Limerick City 

and Environs Flood Relief Scheme which will incorporate the planned King's Island Flood Relief 

Scheme. 

The first year of Project Ireland 2040 has also seen major investment by the commercial state sector 

in energy. Eirgrid has a major investment planned in the area in the form of the Cross Shannon Cable 

Project connecting the existing the substations at Moneypoint and Kilpaddoge. During times of high 

wind, power is expected to flow from the South and West of Ireland to the East of Ireland. The Cross 

Shannon Cable will assist this power in connecting to the existing cross Ireland 400 kV overhead line 

which connects at Moneypoint. 

Homes 

Grants to improve home energy efficiency are available nationwide. A number of these were 

expanded in 2018, increasing the grant amounts available and introducing new grants for renewable 

heating systems in homes. Free home energy upgrades are also available to households on lower 

incomes. 

Table 10a: Home Energy Grant schemes in the Mid-West 

Counties Number of homes completed Amount paid (€,000) 

Clare 328 9035 

Limerick  714 1619 

Tipperary  390 1,248 

Total  1,432 11,902 

Source: Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment  

Commercial 

Grants are available for large energy users and SMEs to improve the energy efficiency of their 

buildings, equipment and processes.  
 

Table 10b: SME Lighting Scheme in the Mid-West 

 

Counties Number of Grants Average Grant Value 

Total Grant 

Value 

Limerick 8 €8,526.41 €68,211.30 

Clare 4 €4,606.64 €18,426.54 

Tipperary 2 €6,536.94 €13,073.88 
Source: Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment  
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Table 10c: Dairy Farmers Pilot Scheme in the Mid-West  

 

Counties Number of Grants 

Average 

Grant Value 

Total Grant 

Value 

Limerick 2 €1,537.93 €3,075.86 

Clare 1 €6,000.00 €6,000.00 

Tipperary 3 €3,886.67 €11,660.00 
Source: Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment  

Excellence in Energy Efficient Design (EXEED)  

The Excellence in Energy Efficient Design (EXEED) scheme administered by SEAI provides support for 

businesses to consider the most efficient processes when commissioning or designing a new project 

process or asset.  

Table 10d: EXEED Grant Sectors in the Mid-West in 2018  

County Value Sector 

Clare €211,425.00 Construction 

Limerick €135,927.00 Retail 

Limerick €6,000.00 Hospitality 

Limerick €218,960.00 Manufacturing 

Tipperary €153,418.00 Construction 

Tipperary €79,968.00 Agribusiness 

Tipperary €49,776.00 Agribusiness 

Total €855,474.00   

Source: Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment  

Public Sector 

Since 2017, the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment has funded two 

partnership pathfinder programmes – SEAI/DES Retrofit Programmes in schools and SEAI/OPW 

Retrofit Programme in OPW Buildings.   These partnership programmes are delivering energy 

upgrades in central government buildings and in schools. The fundamental objective of each is to 

test approaches, build best practice and capacity, and develop a scalable model for large energy 

retrofit investment which can be replicated throughout the wider public sector and schools. 

For 2018, €12.6m funding was provided which contributed to the retrofit of 69 buildings nationally, 

including those in table 10e and 10f in the Mid-West. 

Table 10e: Wider Public Sector Grants in the Mid-West  

Project County 

Templemore Garda College Tipperary 

Thurles Government Offices Tipperary 

Source: Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment  
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Table 10f: Schools Grants in the Mid-West  

Project County 

John the Baptist Community 

School 

Limerick 

Our Lady of Lourdes, 

Brosbrien 

Limerick 

Coláiste Mhuire, Askeaton Limerick 

Source: Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment  

 
3.9 National Strategic Outcome 9 – Sustainable Management of Water and other 
Environmental Resources  
 
The National Planning Framework (NPF) highlights the centrality of our sustainable water resources 

to underpin our environmental and economic well-being into the future against the backdrop of the 

significant deficits in the capacity and quality of our current provision reflecting historic 

underinvestment. 

There are currently 17 water and waste water projects in progress in the Mid-West e.g. the Limerick 

City Water Conservation Project & Water Mains Rehabilitation will reduce leakage on the network 

by replacing and rehabilitating ageing water mains in Limerick City which will improve water services 

for approx. 1,900 properties in Limerick.  

Table 11: Irish Water Projects 

Mid-West Completed In Progress Planned 

Clare County  2 6 3 

Limerick County 2 7 2 

Tipperary County  2 4 1 

Total  6 17 6 

Source: Irish Water 
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3.10 National Strategic Outcome 10 – Access to Quality Childcare, Education and Health 
Services  
 
Access to quality primary education, health services and childcare, relative to the scale of a region, 

city, town, neighbourhood or community is a defining characteristic of attractive, successful and 

competitive places. Project Ireland 2040 provides significant public investment in education and 

health infrastructure to meet current infrastructure needs, cater for an estimated population growth 

of one million and respond to Ireland’s changing demographic profile. 

There were seven new schools delivered in the Mid-West in 2018. 
 

Table 12: Schools Delivered in 2018 in the Mid-West 

No. County School  School Type 

1 Clare Broadford and Kilbane NS Primary 

2 Clare Chroisti Ri Ennis Primary 

3 
Limerick 

An Modhscoil, Bealach Ui 

Chonaill 
Primary 

4 
Limerick Thomond Primary School Primary 

5 
Limerick 

Desmond College, Station Road, 

Newcastlewest 
Post-Primary 

6 
Limerick Colaiste Iosaf, Kilmallock Post-Primary 

7 Tipperary Leugh NS, Thurles Primary 

Source: Department of Education and Skills 
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A further 33 schools projects are at various stages of planning, design and construction. 
 
Table 13: Status of School Delivery in 2019 in the Mid-West 

No. County School Name & Address School Project Status  

1 Clare CBS Ennis On Site 

2 Clare Sixmilebridge NS On Site 

3 Clare SN Cnoc an Ein, Ennis 
Stage 2a (Developed 

Sketch Scheme) 

4 Clare Gaelscoil Donncha Rua, Sionna 

Project Devolved to 

ETB for Design Team 

appointment 

5 Clare Gaelscoil Ui Choimin, Cill Rois Site Acquisition Process 

6 Clare Ennis ETNS, Gort Rd, Ennis Site Acquisition Process 

7 Clare Ennistymon NS 
Stage 2b (Detailed 

Design) 

8 Clare Raheen Wood Steiner, Tuamgraney Site Acquisition Process 

9  Clare Mol an Óige Steiner, Ennistymon Site Acquisition Process 

10 Clare Ennis Community College, Ennis Stage 3 (Tender Stage) 

11 Clare St Annes, Killaloe Completion Stage 

12 Clare Ennistymon Post primary 
Stage 2b (Detailed 

Design) 

13 Limerick Monaleen NS, Castletroy 
Stage 1 (Preliminary 

Design) 

14 Limerick St Vincents Special School, Lisnagry Site Acquisition Process 

15 Limerick Scoil Phoil Naofa, Dooradoyle, Limerick On Site 

16 Limerick An Mhodh Scoil, Limerick City On Site 

17 Limerick Gaelscoil Sheoirse Clancy 
Stage 1 (Preliminary 

Design) 

18 Limerick St Mary's NS, Limerick City Project Brief Stage 

19 Limerick Coláiste Mhichíl, Sexton St Project Brief Stage 

20 Limerick 
Laurel Hill Secondary School, Limerick 

City 
Project Brief Stage 

21 Limerick Ard Scoil Mhuire, Corbally Project Brief Stage 

22 Limerick Limerick ET Secondary School Site Acquisition Process 

23 Limerick Coláiste Chiaráin, Croom On Site 

24 Limerick Coláiste Iosaf, Kilmallock Completion Stage 
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25 Limerick Gaelcholáiste Luimní 
Stage 1 (Preliminary 

Design) 

26 Limerick Mungret Community College 
Stage 1 (Preliminary 

Design) 

27 Limerick Crescent CS, Limerick City 
Stage 1 (Preliminary 

Design) 

28 Tipperary Sn Mhuire na Trocaire, Cahir 
Stage 2b (Detailed 

Design) 

29 Tipperary 
St Colmcille's NS & St Joseph's NS, 

Templemore  
Project Brief Stage 

30 Tipperary Gaelscoil Chluain Meala, Baile Gaelach Stage 3 (Tender Stage) 

31 Tipperary Gaelscoil Charraig Na Siuire 
Procurement process to 

commence in Q1 2019  

32 Tipperary St. Joseph's College, Borrisoleigh Site Acquisition Process 

33 Tipperary Colaiste Phobail Ros Cré Project Brief Stage 

Source: published in February 2019 on the website of the Department of Education and Skills 
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Health  

Two Primary Care Centres are scheduled to open in the Mid-West in 2019 in Kilmallock and 

Castletroy.  A further 8 healthcare projects will be delivered in 2019. 

 
Table 14: HSE Capital Infrastructure 2019 in the Mid-West 

Facility Project details 
Project 

Completion 

Fully 

Operational 

Castletroy, 

Limerick City 
Primary Care Centre, by lease agreement Q4 2018 Q1 2019 

Kilmallock, 

Co. Limerick 
Primary Care Centre, by lease agreement Q3 2019 Q3 2019 

Daughters of 

Charity, Co. 

Limerick 

Five units at varying stages of purchase / new 

build / refurbishment to meet housing 

requirements for 20 people transitioning from 

congregated settings 

Phased 

delivery 2019 

Phased 

delivery 

2019 

Daughters of 

Charity, 

Roscrea, Co. 

Tipperary 

Brothers of 

Charity, Co. 

Limerick 

South 

Tipperary 

General 

Hospital 

40 bed modular unit Q4 2018 Q2 2019 

Nenagh 

Hospital, Co. 

Tipperary 

Ward Block extension and refurbishment 

programme, incl. 16 single rooms and 4 double 

rooms - part funded by the Friends of Nenagh 

Hospital. 

Q3 2019 Q4 2019 

Ennis General 

Hospital, Co. 

Clare 

Outpatients (off site solution) Q3 2019 Q4 2019 

University 

Hospital 

Limerick 

AMAU and OPD reconfiguration Q4 2019 Q4 2019 

St. Joseph's 

Hospital, 

Limerick 

Refurbish existing vacant space for pension 

management 
Q3 2019 Q3 2019 

Source: HSE Service Plan 2019  

 

3.11 Other Public Investment Sectors  

Significant development work is planned in Limerick prison. 
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Appendix 
 
Major Project Investment Tracker 

Name of Project  Brief Description of 

Project 

Location 

(County) 

Project 

Commencement 

Date  

Project 

Completion 

Date  

Limerick ward 

block 

Ward Block Replacement 

(4x24 beds). Located over 

ED and Renal Dialysis 

Units. 

Limerick 2021 2024 

Clonmel Ward 

Accommodation 

and Outpatients 

Department 

Provision of ward 

accommodation and 

conversion of old MH unit 

to Outpatients Dept. 

Tipperary  2019 2021 

Provision of a 

Crisis Housing 

Unit in Clonmel 

The provision of a 10 bed 

Crisis Housing unit to 

facilitate the vacation of St 

Luke's 

Tipperary  2020 2021 

Limerick 

University 

Maternity 

Hospital at UHL 

Relocation of Service. 

Brief being developed in 

accordance to recent 

Review of Maternity 

Services. Budget assumed 

until brief complete. 

Limerick 2022 2026 

Limerick Flood 

Relief Scheme 

Flood Relief Scheme for 

Limerick. 

Limerick 2022 2024 

King's Island 

Flood Relief 

Scheme 

Flood Relief Scheme in 

Limerick City 

Limerick 2014 2022 

N20 Cork to 

Limerick  

The scheme consists of the 

development of a high 

quality route connecting 

Cork to Limerick.  

Cork/Limerick 2023 2027 

N21 / N 69 

Limerick to 

Adare to Foynes 

16Km road (cross section 

to be confirmed as single 

or Dual) from Foynes to 

Rathkeale with a single 

carriageway link road to 

the existing N69 at 

Askeaton and 16Km 

motorway from Rathkeale 

to Attyflin, east of Adare 

(incorporating the Adare 

Bypass). 

 

 

 

Limerick 2021 2024 
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Coonagh to 

Knockalisheen  

This project is part of the 

Limerick Regeneration 

programme and critical to 

the regeneration of 

Limerick and particularly 

Moyross.  

Limerick 
 

2022 

Shannon 

Crossing/Kilalloe 

Bypass/R494 

Upgrade 

The Shannon Bridge will 

cross the River Shannon 

approximately 1km south 

of the existing Killaloe 

Bridge and will connect 

the proposed Killaloe 

Bypass with the R494 

upgrade.  The projects are 

merged for efficiencies 

and value for money.   

Clare 
 

2023 

R498 Latteragh 

realignment 

The R498 Realignment at 

Latteragh is on the 

Nenagh to Thurles Road. 

This is an important 

regional road carrying 

significant traffic levels of 

traffic - the proposed 

realignment would 

provide an improved 

section of road to cater 

more safely for traffic. 

Tipperary   2021 

Source: Investment Tracker - Department of Public Expenditure and Reform.  

 

 

 

 

 
 


