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The Weather of May 1

through into May. In the period from the 1s% to the 6th the weather was dry and frost cccurred on some nights

\
The rather harsh and dry northeasterly airflow which had set in towards the end of April continued i
i

Changeable conditions on the 7th brought the first relief o the drought conditions with some outbreaks of
rain occurring in many areas over the following days, The more persistent and heavier falls occurred in
southwestern and western regions on the 10th and 1ith. Huch of the Midlands, eastern angd northern regions
received but little rainfall during this spell however. A reburn of the high pressure brought a further
period of dry weather %o 2ll regions between the 14%h and the 158th. Th%s latter period was warm and fine and
many inland stations kad maximum afterncon temperatures in excess of 20 £ on moat days.

The second interruption to the dry weather proved to be more widespread, This interruption oecurred on
the 19th when weak warm frontal troughs becanme slow moving over the country, Some 7 0 9 mm of rain was
recorded at most stations on the 19th and 20th, & small relief to the drought conditions which were already
greatly rebarding both the germination of seed and the growth of ¢rops in all areas apart from in southern
and some wesbern districts, Nevertheless the dry weather returned again on the 21st and 2 spell of northerly
winds set in as yet another ridge of high pressure developed to the north of Ireland. This latter spell wag
cool and temperatures fell to below mormal although ground frost was not widespread @uring the period.
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The weather became noticeably more umsettled towards the end of the month, A northwesterly airflow |
prevailed during this period and there were frequent showers or periods of rain in all regions, Thunderstormsi
oocurred in the Midlands and East on the 25th and some of the gshowers on the 28th and 25th wers of hail, '
Temperatures recovered %o near normal by the end of the month. !
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Mean Honthly Amountg of Precipitation were well bglow normal everyvhere for the second month in succession.
Apounts ranged from 2% at Glenamoy to 66% at Dublin Airport and were less than 50% of normal over most of the
country, Absolute drought conditions {periods of at leagt 15 consecutive days on none of which 0.%ma or more
of rain fell) sccurred at some stations in the Midlands and Fagt from the last week of April +o about 12th

of May. Partial drought conditions {periods of 29 or more consecutive days during which the mean daily
rainfall does not exceed 0.2 mm) affected most of the east and southeast from the middle of April %o the thirad
week in May, Soll moisture deficits at the end of the montk yere above average at all stations where

measured except at Ballinamore and Glenamoy where it was below average. For most places however the deficit
wag some 50% greater than average, The incidence of weather guitable to the spread of potaso blight and
cereal diseases wasz well below normal,

Mean Monthly Air Temperatures were above mormal everywhere except in southern and south Midland regions,

e o
razxging from 0.5 © below normal at Kilkenny %o 0.7 C sbove normal at Malin Head, Soil terperatures {at 10em)
were generally above average by some 0.5 € a%t inland stadions to 2.0 § near coaats.

Hean duration of Bripht Sunshine wes near wormal, reanging from 925 of normal at Valenbtia to 1208 at Clones.
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The data contained In this Bulledin are provisional. Some of the material in Table 1 will be published in its
fipal form laber in the Monthly Weather Report; final values of Solar Radistien ab gtationa; mavrked "e? in
Table 2 will be published in the Amnual Swmmery of Solar Rediation.
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Notes on the tables in January issue
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TABLE 2 SOLAR RABIATION (GLODAL), POTENTIAL EVAPOTRANSPIRATION {F.E.) AND SOIL MOISTURE May, 1980
S0LAR
RADIATTON P.E. (om) 30IL MOISTURE (mm)
STATTON PERIOD ADI
Amount Accunulated
A t Defictt Surpl!
Joule/cn moun srie Deficit wrpius
Carl "1-10 23 22 44 -
(;rak": 9 11-20 - 32 15 59 -
oG m; 91end 24 - 41 18
o. Carlow Month %9 _ _ _
1-10 155646 28 26 61 -
Kingealy® 11-20 19039 99 16 g7 -
€o. Dublin 21-end 17920 27 - 64 13
Month 52525 94 - - -
1-10 16333 24 24 44 -
Cahi
(;h;rct‘f“?b 9) 11-20 16555 23 - 26 21
. & ;“ a8 Thay. 21-end 21354 26 12 B -
0. Rerry Month 54242 73 - - -
1-10 18417
Kilkenny e 11-20 20117
Co. Kilkenny 21-~end 21377
Honth 59911
1-10 26 26 35 -
Ballinamore 11-20 26 13 48 -
Co. Leitrim 21-end o4% ¥ <] 56 -
Honth 76 - - -
1-10 32 29 59 -
Glenemoyd 11-20 - 32 17 76 -
Co. Mayo 21-and o9 - 92 4
Month 1 - - -
1-10 17771
Birr a 11~20 18591 - - - -
Co. Offaly 2i~and 19161
Honth 55523
1-10 29 21 44 -
Johnstown Cagtle 11.20 _ 38 20 66 -
Co. Wexford 21.end 28 - 52 14
Honth _J a8 - " -

®, [, See notes in Januery issuas,

** = gstimated




