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Air temperaturas just
above freezing did not
prevent the radifional
Christmas Day swim ot
Sandycove, Co. Dublin.
tpicture iish Times)
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WEATHER

VERY WINTRY DURING FINAL WEEK

Although there was some mild
weather during December, mean
temperatures for the month as a
whole were below normal
everywhere due mainly to some
extremely low temperatures during
the final week. The month began
with mild southerly winds over
Ireland as depressions in mid-
Atlantic headed northwards towards
Iceland. Winds veered northwesterly
during the 3rd after a cold front had
crossed the country during the
morning and conditions brightened.
However, an anticyclone over
Scandinavia was building
westwards causing pressure to rise
well over and to the north of Ireland.

Winds veered gradually to an
easterly direction on the 4th and (he
cold front, which had stalled over
England Iate on the 3rd, returned
westwards giving a litlle rain mainly
in the east, The drop in temperatures
continued on the 5th and 6th and
there were wintry showers, mostly
near the east, south and north coasts,
During the 7th the Scandinavian
high weakened as o frough
approached slowly from the
Atlanlic, causing (he flow to turn
more southeasterly. A depression,
forming on the trough line, slipped
by the southwest of the country
early on the 8th and pressure rose
well over the country.

Anticyclones dominated the weather
charts near Ireland from the 9th until
the 19th. On the 9th there was
sufficient maritime influence for
daytime temperatures to be
significantly higher than on the 8th.
With a cell of high pressure forming
just to the east there was a slow drop
in temperature on the 10th and 11th in
a slack southeasterly airflow. Another

Radar plot at 07 on 21 Dec (995 Opt= RL

anticyclone moved eastwards across
the Atlantic and became slow-moving
off the northwest of Scotland late on
the 12th, absorbing the anticyclone
just to the east of Treland. A very weak
front moved southwards across
Irefand causing winds to change to a
northeasterly or easterly direction on
the 13th. Between the 14th and 16th
we were in a cold, fairly stiff easterly
windflow with just a few showers.
However, the anticyclone weakened  pglow

gradually and, as depressions in the Heowranmoved
Biscay area began to move shendlly ashwards during
Y & ihe morning of the 215t as

northwestwards, milder air with rain o depression iay just off
reached the south coast during the ~ 1e,iesf coast.ff was ine

: : weftest day of the menth
evening of the 16th. The rainbelt in many wesfern ond
riciond arecs,
moved slowly northwards on the 17th e cidhure punciee
to become slow-moving over the University)
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centre of the country as winds
slackened. A high in the region of
Greenland had a ridge extending
southeastwards across Scotland on the
18th. As a depression approached
slowly from the southwest easterly
winds increased but there was liitle
rain until the centre passed eastwards
near the south coast on the 19th,
producing over 30 millimetres of rain
near the south coast but little or none

in the north and west. The depression
filled late on the 19th so that a cold
easterly wind with some wintry
showers prevailed early on the 20th.
Over the next few days milder air
made ils way slowly northwards as the
next Atlantic depression approached
slowly from the southwest. Rain,
preceded by sleet or snow in places,
moved northwards late on the 20th
and during the 21st, when there was a

smarked rise in temperature, During
Sithe 22nd itremained mild bul rainy.
| The depression turned eastwards 1o

pass south of reland on the 23rd and
the persistent ridge o the north
extended its cold influence
southwards as a northeast airliow

developed,

Between the 24th and 26tk the flow
was mainly northerly and shallow
depressions passed southenstwiards
from time to time near the northeast
corner of Ireland. There were same
showers of snow and hail hul excepl in
parts of Ulster and Connaught falls
were slight. It became increasingly
frosty so that on the 27th maximem
temperatures were below {reezing at
some inland stations. H remained

g frosty on the 28th but the anliyclone

was shifting slowly away coslwards
and easterly winds increased
gradually. Belween the 29ih and 31at
depressions in mid- Allantic moved
slowly northwards; their rainbelts
brought heavy rain, preceded by snow
in places, to the southwest late on the
29th. They also brought the windiest
conditions of the menth. Miider
weather with slack south to sottheast
winds behind the front made its way
slowly northwards to all areas but did
nol reach the extreme northeast until
late on the 31st.

Loft

The fiest wing-powered telephone systivn In i
country, backed by a solar panol was infrachucad
during the month on inishfree, oif e Donegal cacast,

{o serve the islond’s six families.
{picture irsh Times)
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MEAN ATMOSPHERIC PRESSURE

The mean sea level pressure pattern for December was very
unusual, with the highest mean values for the month in the
north and the lowest in the southwest. Monthly mean
pressures were close to normal in the south but around
10hPa higher than normal in the north, Pressure was
generally high for the first half of the month, particularly
between the Sth and 14th when it was above 1030hPa
everywhere. Malin Head recorded the highest pressure of the
month, 1043.0hPa on the 12¢h and 13th, its highest December
value since 1970, Pressure fell sharply as a deep low
approached the southwest on the 22nd and again on the 30th;
Valentia Observatory recorded the month’s lowest pressure
value of 979.2hPa on the 30th.
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Below normal
except in south

It was a drier month than
normal except in parts of the
south and southeast, with
percentage of normal rainfall
ranging from just 33% at
Clones to 131% at Rosslare. In
parts of the midlands and
west it was the driest
December for between 19 and
24 years. Most rain was
concentrated into the periods
1st to 3rd, 19th to 22nd and
29th to 31st, with many
stations having their wettest
day either on the 19th or 21st.
Daily falls of over 20mm were
recorded at southern stations
on the 19th and again between
the 29th and 31st; Dungarvan
(Carriglea), Co. Waterford,
recorded the highest daily fall
of the month, 50.9mm on the
29th. There was a total of
between 11 and 14 wetdays
during the month in most
places (days with 1.0mm or
more rainfall), just over half the
normal number.

200 - 300 mm
150 - 200 mum

100 - 150 mm
7% - 10D mm

Total Rainfall ¢mm

Baiow

MNortherly winds assaciated with o
depression in the North Sea brought some
snow showers 10 the northern holf of fhe
country ecrly on Christmas Doy,

{picture Dundee University)

Trom or more Of 1ain - in eceh county
during fecemter 1995

Above - The numiser of weldays - days with
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Daiy RAINFALL EXPRESSED AS % OF MONTHLY NORMAL (1951-80)
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copiTy 01 02 03 04 05 46 07 09 OF 50 4% 12 13 14 15 26 17 16 19 20 21 22 33 24 25 26 27 3B 19 30 3L
earlos 42 L R 5 - =38 8 69 - - o . o LR 1]
Ccavan L O I T Tl - T E AT s e e . i
Tlare I R R o~ -5 4 F23 - 1 - - =351 .
Cork 34 - -1 -4 -~ -~ E L 4350 % 31 - - - - 11816 %
Parogal D T I S 21807 271 - - -3
ublin I R O A R R 14~ 691861 82 - -« « « 145 6
Galvay L R I T I 1 - 4514 -1 - - -5 81,
xarry 208 - . s e e e e e e e 1 118 47111 -1 -~ 6531 .
Eildare 01 - L A T 1 - 40310 3408 -1 - - - - . 81
Eilxenny R 1 L I I e 2118
irols I L R T 203 -85 7 Bl 2 - - - oo - 7510
Laikrin L B T3 =713 & - 23 - - -1 4%
Mrorick L L I I L. -8 &5 §F - - - - - - 723
Longtord L R R I T I I R 58 - 3 833093 -1 - - 17
Louth 11 - 378 -2 - - £1 02 22 3 4181 Ty - - - . e 174
Hey L B R T T T} 2 - -4 3L L2 - - LR )
Hoath LI R - - O A R A I L T 12 6 .
Hopgghan 3 & - - - - - - - - - oo - Lo-1 - - 3010618 - - -2
offaly 53 - - 11 E e 132 14 40 1 - - - - - rrog
L T N B i 4 - L5138 - -2 R B 1
Bligo I R T i - 581223 - 13~ - 34
wipparary } 3 - = - o= = e ox . s s o . 8- 118 7T 5B - - - - - - 7o,
Haterford 2 2 - - - - - [ == - I - % - 131B ¥ £ - - - - s o 155 7 .
Hewtmosth 4 2 R B 1§ -4 411721 - - - 166
HexEord L I - 1WHUM - - - - - . LTI
Wickiow L A I B 21 -7 3P AIs T 931 . e - 412 6 .
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NOTE: In e above fable, scch volus reprasent; the parcentcge of e monthly normal okl on sach day. 'sﬁﬁéh}

{wﬂ‘hln each counly are averaged logalhor. For axampla, 4% of e average monfhly roinialt in Co.Corow falion holsh.
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_ SUNSHINE

Extremely cold
final week

Mean air temperatures for the
month wete below normal
everywhere, ranging from
2.5°C at Markree Castle, Co.
Sligo, to 7.2°C at Sherkin
Island, Co. Cork.Temperatures
were running close to normal
{for most of the month but the
exceptionally cold weather of
the last week meant that they
ended between half a degree
and two degrees below
normal, coldest in the north,
There was some very mild
weather in the early part of the
month and Belmullet had its
watinest ever December day
on the 3rd with a high of
14.0°C. Shannon Airport
vecorded the highest
temperature of the month,
15.0°C on the 2nd.

+1.0°C

SCALE ﬂ
~10°C

Air frost was confined mostly
to inland stations until the 24th
of the month, but then it
became widespread and severe
until the 29th. Clones recorded
its lowest ever December air
temperature, -11.0°C on the
27th, while Letterkenny
{Magherenan}, Co. Donegal,
recorded the lowest value of
the month, «13.3°C on the 28th,
its lowest temperature for any
month since it opened in 1978,
The lowest grass minimum
temperature of the month,
-13.7°C, was recorded at both
Mount Russell, Co. Limerick,
on the 27th and Straide, Co.
Mayo, on the 29th. Both
Shannon Airport and Valentia
Observatory recorded their
lowest ever grass minimum
temperatures for December on
the 26th, with values of -12.1°C
and -9.0°C respectively.

Mean Temperdiure
(difference from 1951-80 normals)
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Daily sunshine amounts (rours

Sunniest on record
at Belmullet, but dull
in southeast

It was a very sunny month
over the western half of the
country, with monthly totals
of almost 60 hours at several
stalions and a total of 61 hours
at Belmullet, its highest
December total since
observations began there in
1957. It was the sunniest for
between 25 and 35 years at
several other stations, bui the
prevailing east or
southeasterly winds brought
much cloudier conditions in
the south and east. Clonroche,
Co, Wexford, normally one of
the sunniest locations in the
couniry, managed a monthly
total of just 28 hours, the
fowest of any station.

160%

SCALE %
508

8%

Percentage of normal
sunshine ranged from 58% at
Clonroche to 181% at
Belmullet.

The sunniest periods of the
month were the 3rd to 4th,
particularly in the west and
south, 10th to 12th and
especially between the 24th
and 27th, when around 7 hours
daily sunshine was recorded at
a number of stations despite
the shoriness of the days. Cork
Adrport recorded the highest
daily total of the month, 7.2
hours on both the 4th and 26th,
its highest ever December
values. The dullest periods of
the month were from the 17th
to 23rd and 30th to 31st.
Rosslare recorded a total of 20
days with half an hour of
sunshine or less during the
month compared with 11 at
Belmullet.

1862 i

ST e

Sunshine
(percentage of 1951-80 normais)
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SeA TEMPERATURES 10-DAY VALUES FOR RamNFALL TEMPERATURE SUNSHINE | 5,
The very cold spell towards the end of December was reflected in the sea temperatures around the SELECTED e P R g
o 5 . AGROMETEOROLOGICAL g 51 . £ & 8 E 7
coast, as they fell to between 8°C and 11°C by the end of the month. At Malin Head, for example, the Srarions g 3138 & 58 B|. E 3
g s 3 =
sea temperature fell by around three degrees between the 18th and 31st. Sea temperatures were , ‘ .8 . i8¢ & Bl §F & E g3 §
. o : = o (=] i b=
above normal for most of the month, however; the mean monthly temperature of 9.3°C at Malin Station period| = £ oz 8 £ F £ £ £ f‘f £ £ g’_, g3 % -
- = b B = o
was almost a degree above normal, 83 3 285/ 5 & § = g o2l 2 22l § 5|5 5§ >
Head & BRI EER I BRI R IEEEE
Wave Direction Co. Cork 1-10| 12.5 - 4 3| 8.6 2.8 5.7 -1-2.0 8 4125 3f -6.5 6 5 5.4 &.5|120.7 - | 1.8 -
0 Fernoy 13-20| 52.2 5 4 8.6 2.1 51 -i-3212 3;34 0 -7.1 12 3| 5.5 6.9 111 3.2 -
£ w T 2l-end| 53.3 - 5 5| 6.7 0.8 3.8 -1 -7.027 S}18 1-10.0 26 7| 4.4 6.1 145 - | 2.8 -
E”“'" ™~ wonth | £18,0 104 16 12| 7.7 1.8 4.8 -L.1 -7.0 27 12 57  4[-10.0 26 15 5.4 7.1] 36,3 9] 2.6 ©
. Co. Donsgal i-10| 6.1 - 3 2| 8.4 2.0 5.2 - 4.0 & 4,23 3 - - - - - -4 - -
WD
§' H Letterkenny 11-20| 6.9 - 201 5.4 6.0 2.9 -1-2.211 505 0 - - - - - -
o Meend| 51.6 - 6 6| 3.1-3.5-02 --13.328 & 3 0| - - - - - - -
month| 64.6 - i1 $| 5.7 -0.6 2.6 --13.32817:31 3| - - - - R .
6 H
s Co. Kerzry i-10§ 13.6 5 2| 9.1 2.8 80 .32 07 2027 40 .10 09 9 - - - - - -
g4 Ardfert 11-20 . 3] 7.6 2.1 049 -l-1412 3183 0] -5.512 5 - - - - -
Z LI 2l-end| 48.1 - 9 8| 6.0 0.7 3.4 -1 -8.026 5035 1[-10.2 26 | - .-
z,0 wonth| 96.0 - 1813 7.5 L.B &7 - -6.0 26 10 85  5[-10.2 26 18 - R
W o, Leitzin 1-10] 4.3 5 4] 7.8 3.3 s -i-0.7 8 3:20 2| -5.1 8 st 2 g2 19 -1 -
fallinanote 13-20] 22.2 303 6.6 1.z 36 -i-2.511 35 ol -4.611 5 5.4 6.4]12.2 - 21 -
eend| 42,7 - 9 7| 3.6-3.0 03 --10.127 8, 3 O0-11.029 8 3.7 4.9) 129 - {22 -
month| 84.2 66 17 14| 5,7 0.4 3.5 -1,7-10.1 27 14 29 2)-31.0 29 18] 5.4 6.5] 33.0 91 1,9 ¢
Co. Louth 1-10| 22.7 - 8 3| 91 3.2 62 ~l-0.a10 1025 3| -4.1 4 6 63 7.4 - -1 - -
Ardee 1:-20| 18.8 - 9 ¥ 7.4 1,8 4.6 -:-3.411 3:32 0 -5.711 sl 47 s5.2] - - | - -
2-end| 43.8 - 6 5| 5.7-2,9 1.5 - -8,937 9 7 0[-10.52% 9 2.5 3.4 - - | - -
month| 85.3 9% 2315 7.3 0.7 4.6 - 8,927 13: 44 3|-30.5 2§ 20 4.4 5.2 - - | - -
Co. Waterford 1-10| 8.8 - 3 3| 10.0 4.1 7.1 - -1.910 2,34 6| 4.010 & - 8.6 118 -] 1.5 -
Dungaxvan 1i-20| 74.9 - L4 8.7 2.9 8.8 - -1.012 1,6 1 -3.3 12 3 - .00 67 - 11,9 -
2eend| 1333 - 5 & 7.0 2.1 48 - -4.226 421 2| -9.627 6 - 6.2/ 10.0 - | 2.3 -
month | 217.0 - 13 12 8.8 3.0 5.9 -1 -4.226 7,73 9| -9.627 14 7.2¢ 29.5 ~ 1.9 ¢
. o : . . . . o, Wenford 1-10| 180 - 7 & 9.7 4.8 T3 - L2 6 0133 5| -0.610 3 6.0 8.0f 115 - | 1.1 -
Mean 10cm Soil Temperatures (°C) Soil Moisture Deficits (mm) Johnstown Castle 11-20| 49.7 - 6 4| 8.6 47 6.9 - 2612 0123 0 -0.641 I 49 52 67 - | 2.0 -
{difference from 1961-90 normals in brackets) - 10th of month (end of month in brackets) 2l-end| 62.2 - 5 54 6.5 1.2 3.9 -1 -3.627 5116 1) -4827 6 3.1 5.00 2.8 - 1.8 -
: A _ (6 represents field capacity, -10 saturation) monsh | 129.9 117 18 15] B2 3.5 5.5 -0.4 -3.6 27 572 6| -4.8 27 11] 4.6 6.3] 40,0 77 1.6 20
' MEASURED POTENTIAL EVAPOTRANSPIRATION (P.E.) SEE BACK PAGE FOR NOTES ON THE DATA
AnD Soi. MoisTure
Countyf RE. {mm) Soil Moisture (mm} GLogAL SOLAR FADiATION PE.
Station Period  Amounl  Deficit  Accumulated Surplus (Mlisq. m.} (Penmant
Deficit
County/ 10-day totals total for total for
Co. Carlow 1-10 10.3 5 5 - ¢
& Q?e ,, ‘. . carlow (0ak Park] 11-20 135 - - 15 Station +10 1120 21-end month month{mm}
’ém@:‘;t__i@{ o i 21-end 2. - - 23 Co.Donagal
i o month 365 Malin Head 17,11 10.35 1472 59.29 17
%g%sgg,%gﬁ o Co. Publin L1 04 - - 1 Co.Dublin
Ay Kinsealy 11-2¢ 0.0 - i Dublin Adrport 19.51 13.73 21.63  54.87 2
s ‘3 S 21-end not available
3 L month Co Rerry
4-,‘5,1:{‘ Valentia Obs. 25.6% 18.37 22,97 67.03 g
e Co. Kerty 1-10 3.3 - - 15
p Valentia Obs. 11-20 141 - - 27 Co,Kilkenny
21-end 7.4 - - 35 Kilkermy 19,80 13,16 20,27 53,33 0
wanth 24,8
3‘\.(? L, Co.Kayo
il Co. Leitrim 1-16 1.1 - - 13 Belmallet 20.70 i4.25 20,23 55.18 3
“@‘:{:ﬁ%@%ﬁ% Ballinamore 11-26 8.2 - - 14
%@\3 21-end not available Co.Honaghan
: month Clones 16,57 13.26 18.37 48.20 0
(o, Wexford 1-10 1.7 - - 16 Co.0ffaly
Johnstown Castle  11-20 0.2 - - 59 Birr 2141 14.06 19.74 5521 0
21-end 0.0 - - 7
month 1.9
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SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT WEATHER WORILDWIDE DURING DECEMBER 1995

RECORD LOW
TEMPERATURES IN
SCOTLAND

New Orleans recorded some exireme temperatures during the

early part of December. Having equalled its December record of

28.9°C on the 5th, much colder air originating in Canada
brought the temperature down to -1.1°C by the 10th, less than
three degrees short of the monthly extreme low. Further north
in the United States, Helena, Montana, recorded a low of
-25.6°C on the 8th, sixteen degrees below average, while at
Chattanooga, Tenmessee, the temperature fell to -11.7°C early
on the 10th, thirteen degrees below normal. Very wet weather
affected parts of the Mediterranean during the first half of the
month. The island of Minorca recorded its monthly average
rainfall in 36 hours when 83mm fell between the 4th and 6th,
while at the same time Socoa, near Toulouse, had 88mm, 2Imm
above the monthly normal. On the 9th and 10th, Fare and
Valencia received their monthly mean falls of 67mm and 36mm
respectively, thanks to widespread thundery showers, Anothex
wet European location was Turnu Severin in southwest
Romania, where 66mm of precipitation fell on the 4th and 5th,
giving a snow cover 46cm deep. Conversely in northern feeland
the temperature at Raufarhofn reached 11.8°C on the 10th, a

record high for December.

In Buffalo, New York, snow
was measured {o a depth of
83cm on the 11¢h, but in
contrast the Texan town of
Midland was enjoying a near
record December temperature
of 27.8°C on the 14th, twelve
degrees above normal.
Meanwhile Gran Canaria saw
little of its famed winter sun as
frequent showers resulted in
s6mm of rain between the 12th
and 14th at La Palma,
compared with a monthly
normal of 29mm. Tropical
storm Frank, oviginally over the
southeast Indian Ocean, came
ashore over northwestern
Australia, giving Onslow a fall

of 119mm on the 15th,
compared o a monthiy average
of just Smim. Further south,
Andamooka reached a
blistering 44°C on the 16th, just
two degrees below is record.
Very wet weather continued in
some parts of Austalia,
however, with Brisbane
measuring 94mmn on the 23rd,
three quarters of its monthly
average of 127mm. Parts of
South Africa also had heavy
midsummer rain, with Durban
receiving a week’s rainfall total
of over 120mm between the
12th and 19th.

The extremely cold weather
which had affected Scandinavia

in early winter returned
towards the end of December.
In Sweden, Kiruna recorded
-36°C and Kirkenes in Norway
recorded -31°C on the 21st, both
around twenty degrees below
average. Tl"lC temperai‘ure at
Oslo on Christmas Tve dipped
to -23°C, fifteen degrees below
normal. In the USA, a foot of
snow fell at New York and
Boston during the 19th and
20th. Louisiana and Alabama
witnessed heavy rain on the
18th and 191, with Lake
Charles, Louisiana, recording
its monthly mean of 143mm
and Mobile, Alabama,
recording 195mm, well over its
monthly average of 140mm.
King Khaled Military City in
Saudi Arabia also had a wet
week with 60mm of rain falling,
six times the usual December
amount. Monsoon rainfall
badly affected Malacca on the
western side of the Malayan
Peninsula, where 123mm of
rain fell between the 19th and
24th, close to its monthly
average of 127mum.

Bitterly cold weather hit
Scolland at the end of
December. On the 29th the
Highlands village of Altnaharra
reported a low of -27°C, the
lowest temperature recorded in
Britain since 1986. The
temperature at Glasgow
Adrport fell to record jows on
successive nights, reaching
-19.7°C on the 28th. In contrast,
Thessaloniki and Larissa in
Greece reported a lemperature
of 23°C on the 20th, selting a
new December record at
Thessaloniki.

(0 British Meteorological Office
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THE WEATHER OF 1995

Warmest on record

It was the warmest year on record at most stations in the country, the majority
of these with records since the 1950s. At the long-term stations of Valentia
Observatory and Dublin (Phoenix Park) it was the warmest since 1949, while

@ Temperatures
above normal

1959 was warmer at Malin Head. Mean temperatures ranged between 10°C most months,
and 11°C generally, around a degree higher than :_mrmal. !‘mgust was the warmest
warmest of any month ever recorded at most stations, while mean

temperatures were also well above normal in February, July, October and summer on
November, December was the only month with below normal temperatures record
everywhere. Kilkenny recorded the highest temperature of the year, 30.8°C on

August 2nd. The lowest temperatures of ‘the year were observed during the last ) Very wet
week of December. Clones recorded an air temperature of -11,0°C on December duri st 3
27th, the lowest at any station since 1982, while the same station also recorded urng f s

the lowest grass minimum temperatuze of the year, -13.4°C on December 26th. months, long
Rainfall totals for the year were near normal in most places, ranging from 90%  dry spell during
of normal at Rosslare to 113% at Malin Head. The first three months of the year Summer
were very wet, particularly in the west, while April, June and August were the

driest relative to normal. It was the driest summer on record at a number of ‘

stations, with some eastern counties recording only around half the normal @&Vve FY sunny

summer and
autumn after
extremely dull
opening months

rainfall for the period from April to September. Cork Airport measured the
year's highest daity fall of 55.8num on October 16th. Sunshine was above
noxmal for the year at all stations except Belmuliet, ranging from 94% of
notimai here to 124% at Clones, where it was the sunniest year on record. June
and August were exceptionally suruy and all stations recorded their highest
daily values of the year during late June, the highest of all being 16.0 hours
recorded at Malin Head on June 26th, its sunniest day since 1971, On October  [Wote) Tais sumanary 5 bised s sidnight
24th Rosslare recorded the highest gust of the year, 96 knots (111 m.p.J}, the i o e
highest gust ever recorded at the station. )

Meteorological Seruice,

FLAINFALL ) TEMPERATURE ci | SUNSHINE (uouns) | NO. OF DAYS WiTH
County/ - . B
Station - % imost in 4 day E % Extremes daly % mostin & day c B g o g o 2
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€0, MAYO
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€0, WEXFORD

ROSSLARE 3036 90 26.6 27 dan | 11,2 §+1.0 247 2.0 4.63 ;164 15,523 Jun (160 6 6 21 4 30 108
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Friday 18t As a trough cleared the northeast of the country before dawn
winds slackened. A mild south-southeasterly followed with sunny spells in
the north and cast and cloudy elsewhere with just isolated shewers but
mote general rain spread into the southwest and west during the evening
with the approach of a warm front.

Rainfall; aitlo 5mm

Temperature: max. 11°C to 14°C, min. 7°C {0 3°C infand, up 0 11°C coastal

Sunshine: il fo 4 hours

Saturday 2nd: Ovemight rain, associated with a warm frony, cleaved early
in the day and warm sector conditions prevailed thereafter, in a mainly
south-southeasterly airflow, giving scattered outbreaks of rain and drizzle
in the west and south. Cloudy in all areas.

Painlali; i fo Smm generally, Smm al Valentia Observatary:

Temperature: max. 13°C to 15°C, min. §°C {0 12°C

Sunshine: vl of tracs

Sunday 3rdi A warm front crossed the country early in the day with fresh
1o strong southerly winds. A cold front followed later in the night and
during the morning brlnging a decrease of winds as they veered to 2
notthwesterly direction and then northerly as pressure rose. Rainfall
amounts small.

Rainfafl: 1mm to 2 in the eas! and soulheast, 2mm fo 6mat in the wes! and soutfwest.
Temperature: max. 13°C 0 15°C, min. 2°C lo §°C infang, 6°C fo 9°C coastal; ground frost
down 10 -3°C n Slaramarvis

Sunshine: 2o 8 howrs

Monday ath: Airflow tumed easterly and then southeasterly asan
accluded front weakened as it crossed the country westwards. Amounts of
rain sinalt Sunny spells in the south and west.

Rainteil: il o fmm

Temperature: max. §°C to 11°C, min. -1°C b6 4°C imlana, up o 7°C coastal, ground frost down
to -6°C in Birr

Stinshine: mito 3 hows in the east and soulheast, 4 to 7 howrs in ihe west and southwest.

Tuesday Sth: Wilha moderate casterly wind, it was a cold cloudy day
almost everywhere, with showery outbreaks of rain, hail or sleet confined
mainly to the castern half of the country.

Rainfall: il to 2mm

Temperaturg: max. 5C 10 8°C. min. zere to 2°C infang, 3°C to 4°C coastal; ground frosl oown
{o-8°C in Kilkenny

Sunshine: nil or tracg ganeraly, up fo 4 howrs in Belmulia!

Wednesday 6th: The hght to moderate casterly airflow became
proguessively colder, se Wednesday was a much colder day and again
cloudy alrost everywhere with showers of rain, hail, steet and of snow on
higher ground but the west escaped lightly.

Raintall: nitto 3mm generatly, up to 6mm jn e east

Temperature: max. 2°C o 7°C, min. 2°C to 2°C; ground frost dovn [0 -8°C in Kikeany
Sunshine: ailto t hour ganerally, & hours in Valaniia Observalory.

Thursday 7th: A light easterly airflow continued to bring cold continental
air in over lreland. Mainly dry and cloudy: A few showers mainly in the
east and southeast but locaily heavy and with haii or snow in places. Mist
or fog in many places and alse spols of rain in the southwest durig the
evening.

Rainfail: nifto 1mm generely, Smm in Matin Head and 19ma in Rosslare.

Temperature: max, 3% to 7°C, ini. - 1°C to 2er0 infand, -3°C to 3°C coastal ground fros!
dowm to -6°C in Valentia

Stnshine: nitto 5 howrs

Friday 8th: High pressure over the country maintained a slack south-
southeasterly airflow. Winds light variable or southerly. Mist and fog in
many places varly and late. Some showers of light rain accurred. With
temnperatures rising in the south and east. Sunny spells, mainty in the west.
Frost carly and Late.

Rainlall: nifto 1mim genarally 4mm in Aosstare

Temparature: otex. 3°C to 12°C, min, -2°C to 3°C infand, up 1o 5°C coastal groind frost down
1o -8°C in Kitkenny

Sunshine: ailto 1 hour genevally, 3 to & howrs in ihe wes! and northwes!,

Saturday 9th: High pressure covered the country maintained by an
anticyelone over the Nerth Sea, Winds were generally light to cabm during
the day. There were same early mist and fog patches. Fop and mist
returned after dark. There was a little rain in some southern areas.
Temperalures continued to rise,

Rainfall: nil 1o tmn1

Temiparaiura; max. 8°C 10 13°C, min, 1°C lo 7°C; ground fros! down to -3°C in Belnnilie!
Sunshine: il to 4 hours

Sunday 10th: High pressure persisted over the country as an anticyclone
over Northern Burope continued to dominate. A weak warm front moved
towards the south coast. Winds were generally light and variable mainly
from an easterly direction. There were some fog patches early in the day in
SONE areas.

Rainfall: it or ltace

Temperature: max. 6°C 0 11°C, min. -2°G to 5°C; ground frost dovn to -6°C in Kiikeany
Sunshine: 3to 7 howrs generally, 1 hour in the northwes!

Monday 11tl: Pressure remained high over the country with an
antieyclone to the east of Jreland. Winds light east to southeasterly. Dry
wilh some mist, fog and frost al night, severe in places.

Rainfalk: nil

Temperature: max. 4°C to 13°C, min. -3°C to 3°C infard, up to 7°C coastal; ground lrost down
to -9°C in Birr

Sunshine: race 1o * hows in the north and eash, 3 lo 8 hours elsewhere

Tuesday 12th: Pressure was high over the country. Light variable or
mainly northerly winds, Early frost in many places, Jog alsa, mainly in the
midlands. Dry. Maximum teinperatures about normal for the time of yeas:
Rainfall: nif

Temperalure: max. 4°C to 11°C, min. 5°C to 1°C inland, tp to 6°C coastal; ground irast down
{0-8°C in Bir

Sunshine: atto 3 hotrs, up o § hours 7 the southwest

Wednesday 13th: An anticyclone 1o the north of freland maintained high
pressure over the country in a northeasterly aivflow. Winds light variable or
northeasterly mainly, Cloudy generally but some carly morning slight to
sharp frost. The odd shower or spot of rain in the east.

Rainfall: i

Temperature: max, 6°C 1o 1T, min. zero o 6°C Inland, up 10 8°C coastal: grovnd host down
10 -4°C in Charemorris

Sunshing: nifto 3 hours

Thursday 14th: The cold and fresh eastnortheasterly airstroam was
maintained over the country giving mostly dry weather apart frem some
showers along coastal counties of the east and soutly, some of which
penetrated further inland. Ground frost in the west and north.

Rainfell: nit 1 3mm

Temperaiure: max. 6°C to 9°C, min. Zero t 5C inlaad, up o 7°C coastak ground frost down
lo-4°C in Clasamords

Sunshing: nil 103 hours

Friday 15th: 4 cold, fresh cast (o noriheasterdy ainflow covered the counlry
Mainly dry apart from some light seattered showers mainly along the east
const. Ground frost reported in some midland and western areas.

Rainfall: oil fo 2mie

Yemperatura: max. 4°C 0 0°C, wiin, 1°C to 8°C ; ground fros! down to -1°C in Claremords sad
Birr

Sunshine: nifto 1 hour

Saturday 16th: A cold, fresh to strong and gusty east to northeasterly
airflow continued over the country. Dry for most of the day. Frast reported
in the midiands. Qutbreaks of rain and drizzle in the south and east during
the evening.

Rainfalf; ail to 2mm generally, dmm o 8mm in the southeast, 1 1mm at Cock Aisport
Temperaturo: max, 7°C 10 9C, min, 2°C to 6°C; ground frost down lo -2°C in Birr andf Hitkenny
Sunshine: i to 4 hoirs
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Diary

Sunday 17h; With a light easterly airflow and a front slow-meving over
the centre of the country, it was a duil cloudy misty day alinost everywhere
with outbreaks of rain, heavies! in the cast and Midlands.

Rainfall: nil to 2mm in the South, 3men 1o Gmm in the east and west up to 9mm in Mulingar
and 12mm at Casernen! Agrodsone

Temperature; max, 6°C 1o 12°C, min. 2°C o 7°C

Sunshine: nitto 2 hoyrs

Monday 18th: Monday was a dull cloudy day throughout, with mist or
fog in many areas. For the first hatf of the day there were outbreaks of rain
or drizzle but it was largely dry for the aftemooen and evening. Winds were
generally light casterty. Highest temperatures in the south,

Raintedl: il to 2oom

Temperalure: max. 5°G fo 10°C, min. 3°C to 5°C infang, 5°C to 8°C coastal; ground frost down
10:3°C &l Shannon Afrport

Sunshine: alf

Tuesday 18th: A cool, wet miserable day with zain heavy at times in
Munster and Leinster but Connaught and Ulster escaped lightly. Moderate
to fresh easterly winds, gusty in some coastal areas, There was ne sunshine
anywhere. Mist or fog in places also.

Rainfedt: nit o 2mm1 in the nonhivgst, dmm o 8mon in e east, 18ma to 37met ia the south
Temperature: max. 5°G lo 11°C, min, 3°C lo 7°C

Spnshine: il

Wednesday 20th: Cold with easterly winds. Oceasional wintry showers
near lhe east coast diedt oul and it was mestly dry al first. Rain, preceded
by steet in places reached the southwest {owards evening and spread
slowly northeastwards to affect Munster and south Leinster.

Raindalf: nil to Smm generafly, 11mm at Cork Airport

Temperalure: mas, 3°C lo 10°C, min, -2°C o 5°C ; ground fros! down 10 -5°C in Cionps
Sunshine: 4l 1o 3 howis

Thursday 2ist: An occlusion moving slowly northwards across the
cousntry dominaled the weather during the day as a depression approached
from the southwest. The winds were from an casterly divection lo begin
with but Jater became light lo mederate southeasterly. There were
autbreaks of rain in the carly part of the day in most parts bul these lended
to die owd as the day progressed although there was some heavy rain in Lhe
southwest and south late in the day. Milder.

Raindall: 2mim to Snm generaly, 150m fo 17mm in the sout, 20mm in Malin Head
Temperature: max. 8°C lo 13°C. min. -1°C o 7°C inland; up to 10°C coastal: grotnd frost
down to-2°C in Ciones

Sunshine: ail 1o 2 fowis

Friday 22nd: Frontal troughs moved northwards over the country, carly,
but became slow-moving, Winds were maialy northeasterly in the northern
hialf of the country and weie from a more southerly direction further seuth.
Rain was fairly widespread in northers and midiand vegions. It was lighter
and more patehy further south.

Rainfall: 5mm to 18mm generally 22mm at Shannen Alrport

Temperalure: max. §°Cto 13°C, min. 4°C 10 10°C

Sunshine: nilto 2 howrs

Saturday 25rd: Anarea of low pressure o the southeast maintained an
east to novtheasterly airflow over the country. Femperatuses fell gradualty.
Winds light generally though moderate near the nerih and southeast coasts
with the odd gate gust. Gecasiona) rain or showers, mainly in the cast and
north but drier than of late. arly morning frost alse in parls of the north
and west,

Rainfall: nil tg §onm

Temperatine: max. 4°C {0 110, min, -2°C fo 5°C; growmd frost down fo -8°C in Claremonis
Sunshine: nilto 7 hour generafly, up to 5 howrs in the wos!

Sunday 24th: A slack but very cold narth i northwesterly airflow covered
the country. Showers of hail, rain and snow mainly over the north and
narthwest in the evening when strong winds developed in the norih with
gusts up to 54kt at Matin Head. Frost in the morning and evening with fog
and mist in places also.

Raintadl: nil fo dmm

Temperature: max. 3C to 7°G, min. -3°C fo 2er0 inland, 2eo fo 2°C corslat; grount fros!
dawn to -6° in Claremarris

Sunshine: 210 4 hours in the seuthwest, elsewhens 510 7 howrs, irace in Bir

Monday 25th: The cold, unstable northerly airfiow continued through the
day, with widespread severe frost early and late, excepl for some coastal
areas in the south and southwest. Scattered showers of sleet, snow or hail
fell mainly in the north and west,

Rainfall: nif to 2min, 7 in Malin Head

Temperature: max. 1°C 1o 6°C, min. -6°C 10 -2°C infand, -7°C to 2600 coastal; ground fros!
dowl fo -12°C in the Midlends

Sunshine: lrace to 3 hours in the northiwest, efsewhera B 1o 7 hours

Tuesday 26th: The Arclic wealher continued over Ireland in a slack
northerly airffow, with a ridge building over the country later in the day. A
shallow trough over Ulster pave snow showers in the north and west. Frost
persisted through the day in many inland areas, together with ireezing fog.
Reinfall: pil to 2mm

Temperature: max, zoro to 8°C, min. -7°C 10 -3°C infand: up to -1°C coastal: ground frost down
10 -13°C in the midlands, 12°G at Shannon Arport

Sunshine: nifto 2 hours infand, 410 7 hours generatly

Wednesday 27th: Widespread freezing fog in the midlands throughout the
night cleared most places by mid-moming. The Arclic conditions
continued with widespread severe frosl. Winds light variable mainly
between northeast and southeasterly. Bright and senny in most places but
very cold.

Rainfafl: ail o trace

Temperatwre: max.-6°C to 6°C, min. - 11°C tp-1*C; groung frost down 1 - 13°C in the midiand's
Sunshine: 2 o 6 hours generally 1 hour at Shannon Airport

Thursday 28l Light east to southeasterly airflow over the country.
Continuing cold in northern areas, but lemperatures rising a litle in the
south. Widespread frost with ground temperatures staying below zero in
most areas throughout the day. Bright or sunny conditions in many areas.
Rainfall: nit

Temperalurs: may. -4°C to 6°C, min. -7° 10 2°C infand, tip t0 §°C coastal, ground fost down to
-1 i the midands

Sunstine: nil to 3 hours generalty, & hours in Matin Head

Friday 29th: After a cold frosty night, the day was very cold due mainly to
the fresh 1o strong southeasterdy wind. It was mostly dry and bright in the
northern half of the country, but frontal troughs off the seuth coast kept
stuthern parts mestly cloudy and brought rain, slect and snow to these
areas afler dark.

Aainfall: nil to 3mm, 22mm al Cark Airport

Ternperature: max. 2°C o 8°C, min. -7°C o 3°C inland, up to 5°C coastal; ground frost down
to-10°C in Clareimortis

Sunshine: zro o 1 hour In the sowh, 3 o 7 hours in lhe east and vest

Satwrday 301l Overnight it was ¢old and windy with {rost in northern
areas. The rain ad sleet in southern parts pushed slowly notthwards
during the day tuming to snow in some places, especially on Tugh ground,
and with the stroap southeasterty winds it was a bitterly ¢cold day. The sain
wag again heaviest in the extrome south.

Rainfaf: nil to {2mm generally, T7mm to 4dmm in the sowth

Temperalure: max. 3G lo 11°C, min. 1°C 1o 5°C fnland, up to 8°C coastal; ground fros! down
to -1°C i Ciones

Sunshine: i of Irace

Sunday 31st: An occluded front moved northwards across the country
during the night and became slow-maoving as i did so. There were some
autbreaks of vain and drizzle to the north of the frant, also some of sleet in
places. Conditions to the south of the front were much milder and there

 were some autbreaks of rain

Rainfall: 2mim i &ivm ganorally, 16mm i Kilkenny
Temperature; max. 6°C lo 12°C, min. 2°C lo 6°C intand, up to 6°C coastal
Sunshina; all or race ganorally 2 hours at Casament Asrodroma
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County / TEMPERATURE o County / RAINFALLwy ~SUNSHINE sy
Siation Mean  Mean  Mean/ deviation Highest Lowest Lowest Station Totst %ol Most in Dalymean %of %ot Most in
max. min. from average max/dafe min./date qrass min./date amount  average  aday/date {hrs./day} average possible adayidate
- A REOW A CUTCRRLDW
ngmﬁom BARK) 750 3.4 |45 10l o140 2 6.0 27 -9.8 27 CRRLOW {OAX BARK) s8.9 | 79 1155 19 1.04 74 | 13 5.9 25
. €0, CLARE
sg?wwg;ﬂﬁm’om 750 2.2 P48 13 1500 2 ) oS8 28 -l 28 SHAHNON AIRPORT 93,0 | 69 1204 22 1.81 125 | 23 5.2 10
CARRCN 5.9 ] 0.8 3.4 1242 6.3 27 -10.5 26 CARRON §6.7 | 39 | 16.0 19
0. comK €0, CORK
FERMOY (MOORE PARK) 7718 b a8 -1 g 1352 ) 70 27 10,0026 FERMOY [MOORE PARK) 118.0 | 104 | 34.6 19 1.17 39 | 15 5.0 24 25
CORK AIRPORT 7832 455 S0 ) 129 2 BRI ) CORK ATREQRT 173.9 | 125 | 36.9 30 1.72 108 | 22 7.0 436
SHERKIN ISLAND s.8 ) 45 7.2 -6 ] 13.4 1 2 -3.1 26 5.5 26 SHERKIN ISLAND 3.4 1135 1 33.2 0 19 1.74 105 | 22 5.9 2%
CO. DONEGAL . CO. DONEGAL
MALTH HERD 7.4 2.8 152 -2 | 1443 -4.8 28 6.6 27 MALTN HEAD 80,9 . 2 | 31.8 21 1.56 168 | 22 5.8 27 28
BALLYSHANNON(CATHLEEW'S FALL) 5.9 | 1.1 {3 -2.3 ) 14002 6.1 28 BALLYSHANNON (CATHEERN' S FALLY 42,0 | 38 | 11.0 21 1.2% 125 | 17 2.8 8
LETTERKENNY {MAGHERENAN) 5.7 1 -0.6 | 2.8 .02 |-i3.3 28 LETTEREENNY {MAGHERENAN) 64,6 0.6 21
CO. DUBLIN €O. DUBLIN
DUBLIN ATRPORT 6.8 | 2.1 | &.5 ez -7y 28 9.6 21 DUBLIN AIRPORT 71.2 U2 2 1.86 110 | 25 5.6 26
CASEMENT ABRODROME 7.0 19 )45 08 ) 244 2 -7.9 27 |-10.6 27 CASEMENT REROIROME 7.3 | 98 | 130 30 1.56 193 | 21 5.8 25 29
DUELIN (MERRION SQUARE) 7.5 0 3.9 | 5.7 1.1 | 145 2 w9 27 PUBLIN (MERRION SOUARTY) O O
C0. CALWAY 0. GALWAY
GALWAY {UNIV.COLL.) 6 1.7 | 4.3 19 | 141 2 5.8 7 CALWAY (UHTV.COLL .} A e 150 s | 21 5.6 o5
MBAM VALLEY 751 2.1 | 4.8 4.9 2 4.5 27 8.5 27 ARSI 1071 2 30
BALLYGAR 5.9 | 0.7 | 3.3 13.9 2 -§.5 27 [-10.0 26 28 KA e Y
£C. KERRY £0. KERRY
VALENTIA OBSERVATORY 8.8 1 41 | 7.0 0.7 ¢ 1442 3.5 26 ;9.0 &6 VALENTIA OBSERVATORY 85.6 | 54 | 36.5 19 1.89 155 | 24 5.2 25
ARDFERT (LISCAHANE) 75| 1.8 | 4.7 4.7 2 -6.0 26 |-10.2 26 AROLERT (L rsane; e SO AP
0. KILDARE ; 0. KTLDARE
NAAS {GOWRAN GRANGE) 6.5 | 1.5 | 4.0 13.5 2 e a7 9.4 27 Nnne 1CONRAN GRANGE) o 4 03 19
€0, KILKENNY o, KILKENNY
KILKENHY 70 | 1.6 |43 -1.0 | 4.2 2 7.2 28 |-13.3 25 e T P e o | 18 -
0. LEITRIN co. LETTRIHN
BALLINAHORE 5.7 0.4 | 3.1 17 i o139 2 le1001 27 |-13.0 29 B szl e Lo = ey or | 1s e 20
CC. LIMERICK 0, LIMERICK
MOUNT RUSSELL 6.9 1.8 | 4.4 13.8 2 =78 27 3T MOUNT RUSSELL 113.4 3.5 19
co. LOUTH o, LOUTH
ARDEE (BOHARNAMOE) 130 0.7 | 4.0 4.2 32 -89 17 |-10.5 29 ARDEE (BOHARNANO) B
co. MAYO 0. MATD
CLAREMORRIS 6.1 0.1 | 3.1 2.1 | 13.5 2 -6.6 19 |-10.4 29 LA EHORRES w98 a0 | 114 o L84 151 1 28 51 4
BELMULLET TEL20 148 -20 ) 180 2 -2 RS BELMULLET 58.6 1 48 | 12.4 21 1,97 181 | 29 5.4 8
STRAIDE 6.3 | -0.3 | 2.9 3.9 2 16 28 |-13.7 29 LI g a0
0. MEATH <0, MEATH
WARRENSTOWN 6.3 1 2.0 | 4.2 0.8 | 13.3 2 -8.0 27 -3.5 29 R O
€0. MONAGHAN CO. MONAGHAN
CLONES 5.3 0007 136 <18 ) 138 7 110 28 1134 26 CLONES 317 L33 L oa 1.54 133 021 5.1 29
CO. OFFALY 0. DFFALY
BIRR 6.5 ¢ 0.7 | 3.6 -1.8 | 14.3 2 <71 27 |-13.0 26 o 529 0 61 Pass 19 - a5 | o1g 5.0 25
DERRYGREENAGH 6.0 ] 0.6 | 3.3 -1.3 | 13.5 2 -7.5 28 |-13.5 29 R RRYGRERNAGH ers 9 oae
£0. SLIGO Co. SLIEO
MARKREE CASTLE 6.0 | -1.0 | 2.5 -2.6 | 14.0 2 -9.5 27 A REREE CAGTLE ot availible
£0. TIPPERARY O, TTPPERARY
FETHARD (PARSONSHILL) 5.9 | t.8 | 3.3 3.4 2 ~6.6 27 8.0 FETMARD [PARSONSHILL) T 8.5 39
€O. WATERFORD CO. WATERFORD
WATERFORD: {TYCOR) 7.8 3.6 ) 540 <007 | 139 2 “5.3 020 WATEREORD (TYCOR) 12000 1137 | 286 19
DUNGARVAN (CARRIGLEAR) 8.8 3.0 | 5.9 .02 -4.2 26 -85 AN DUNGARVEN (CERRIGLER) 717.0 50.5 29 0.95 27 5.2 4
CO. WESTHEATH €0, WESTHEATH
HULLINGAR 11 5.9 1 1.0 135 -tz | 138 2 -8.6 A7 4.5 26 MULLINGAR II 53.6 | 55 . 11.2 1zl 1.91 124 1 28 6.8 25
€O, WEXFORD CO. WEXFORD
JOHNSTORN CASTLE .2 | 3.5 |59 0.4 | 14.0 2 36 27 4.8 27 SOHNSTONN CASTLE 12009 | 117 | 262 19 129 1 6.3 25
ROSSLARE 8.4 | 4.9 1 6.7 -0.4 | 13.3 1 -2.0 26 NI oSSt AR 1z | 131 | 233 1e 159 18 ex 21
CLONRICHE 59| 2.8 | 4.8 -0.8 | 12.8 2 -4.4 26 |-11.0 27 CLONROCHE 1300 | 105 [ 228 19 o 89 o | 11 47 10
JOHN F. KEMNEDY DARK 7.3 | 3.2 153 -6 | 130 1 6.0 27 |-10.0 27 JOIN 7 RENNEDY PARK 1296 | 117 | 222 18 1 29 es | 17 c 1 24
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The Monthly Weather Bulletin is produced by the Climatology and
Observations Division of the Metecrological Service. The annual
subscription to the bulletin costs £36. Further climatological informarion
is available from the Climate Enguiries Office, Glasnevin Hill, Dublin 9,
telephone 01-8375436, fax 01-8369115.

Notes on the
tables

A. General

1. Rainfall amounts are giver in milimelees,
temperalure in dagraes Calsius, sunshine duration in
hours and wind spaad in knots.

[t knot=1.15 mp.h)

2. Rainfall amounds are measured af climatological
staltons at QIDOGMT and craditad to the previous oay.
Al synioplic slations datly lotais refer to the 24-hour
pariod ending al 0600GMT tha following day. The
lerm rainfall includes all forms of pracipitation, stch as
snow and hail, and deposition from dew o fros!,
maasirad a§ eqivalent rain.

3. "Raindays" and ‘weldays’ are days during which the
lotat reinfalt is not fess than 0.2mm and 1.0mm
respectively.

4. A'day for the pumposes of this publication refers to
the pericd from 0300GMT on a particular day to
DS00GMT on the following day. (This is bacause
climatologicat slations make their daily chservations
at Q906GMT}

5. The mean daily air temparature over & period is
taken as the mean of the daily maxima and daify
minima faveraged separafely over fhe perioa),

6. Days vith air fros! arg thosa during which the
minimum ali temparature was balow 0°C. Similarly
days with ground fros! inalcata days when ihe grass
mm:mum fomparature was below 0°C. (Grass

oS &l meastired by &
thermomstar placed horizonlally on pags just above
the fips of short grass.)

7. Maan soif and earth temparatures are based on
raadings taken at 0900GMT.

8 A gale Is a mean wind over a 10 minute pariod of
34 knols of mors. A gale gust s & gust of 34 knols or
fore. Alf wind speeds refer to the wind at an effective
Haight of 10 matres abowe Hhe ground.

9. '0" donotes thal the value is cafculated using one
of more eskimated readings.

10. Data from Northarn freland is kinaly provided by
the Bolfast Weather Centre,

B. Agmet

1. Calculaled Potential Evapotranspiration (PE.}
values aro based on vafuas of lemperaturs, stnshing,
wind speed and vapour prassura using the Panman
formuta. Bacause of formida Nmitations, negalive
values can eccur in winler; thess are replacad in the
latle by zaro. Measwrad BE, values are those

o by means of soif-filad tanks surk into the

The Iatest official weather
information by phone, updated

w EATHERDIAL 3 times a day, every day.

FROM THE MET SERVICE Just call 1550 123 PLUS
the number for your area:

WEATHERDIAL FAX

Munster.......850
Leinster.......851
Connaught..852
Ulster...........853
Dublin..........854
Sea Area......855

Calls cost par minute: 44p off-peak, S8p other timas (Inch, VAT). An IIS service. Tel: (01) 490 3165,

ground with their upper grass-covered ends &t surface
Javel.

12. Soil moisture deficits and surpiuses are compuled
from !hs diffarencas be!ween ramfaﬁ and actal

piration (A.E.). Eslimales of A.E. are
danvsd from measured va!uas of PE. {Sea Agmet.
Memo No. 1, 1988}, Soil meisure supluses are
assumed to be removed by drainage and surface iin-
off and are ot therefore carrigd forward fiom ona
pariod to the next. Soil moisture deficits are ragarded
as being cumilative. Where heavy rain occurs near
the end of tha fixed poriod, the dale of cut-off may be
adfusted lo avoid eror dus lo insulficient run-off time.

13. Degroa day totals are calcitated using the method
set oul by McVicker in the Joumal of Heating and
Ventilating Enginears {Vol. 14 No. 18, Nov-Deg 1946}

14. Global solar radiaiion velues are given in Malsq.m.
correct to two decimal placas (3.6MJ=1TkWh).




