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THE WEATHER OF SUMMER 2011
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THE WEATHER oF JUuNE, JuLy anD AuGusT

COOLER THAN AVERAGE EVERYWHERE WITH BELOW
AVERAGE RAINFALL IN PARTS

All mean air temperatures for the season were below
normal with almost all stations recording below
average air temperatures for all three months in the
summer season. Mean air temperatures recorded in
the south and southwest were the lowest recorded in
a number of years, with Shannon Airport reporting
the coolest summer since 1962 (49 years) and
Valentia Observatory since 1972 (39 years). Dublin
stations, Phoenix Park and Casement Aerodrome
reported their coolest summers since 1986

(25 years), while data records at Dublin Airport
showed the coldest summer recorded at the site
since records began in 1941 (70 years). However, the
stations site was relocated to a cooler location 1in
1994 and examination of the data suggests that this
summer was probably also the coolest since 1986.
The majority of the summer’s highest temperatures
were recorded in the first few days of June and
during the period between the 24th and 27th of July,
with the highest maximas for the 3-month period
ranging between 20°C to 26°C. The highest
maximum temperature at a synoptic station was
recorded at Carlow (Oak Park) with 25.5°C on the
3rd of June, while the highest temperature at any
station was 26.0°C, recorded at the climatological
stations of Cavan (Drumeconnick) and Athy
(Chanterlands) also on the 3rd. The summer
maxima of 21.5°C measured at Cork Airport was the
lowest daily maximum air temperature recorded at
the site during summer since 1962 (49 years). The
majority of the season’s lowest temperatures were
during the first half of June, when ground frost was
recorded at some midland and eastern stations.
Casement Aerodrome reported its lowest grass
minimum temperature since 1965 (46 years) during

this period, with -2.5°C.

Rainfall totals were below normal everywhere with the
exception of some stations in the east and southwest.
The majority of the rainfall accumulated in June, with
July and August being drier, recording below average
rainfall in most places. Almost all of the daily highest
falls were recorded during the first month of the season
and during the heavy showers experienced in the first
half of August. Overall, most synoptic stations reported
it was their driest summer since 2006 (5 years). There
was an above normal number of raindays recorded at
synoptic stations this summer with between 47 and 66,
with the highest amount of raindays along the Atlantic
coast.

Sunshine totals for the summer were near or above
normal for the season, with Dublin Airport reporting the
highest amounts, recording over 490 hours of sunshine.
In contrast, Knock Airport recorded only 337 hours of
sunshine and reported its dullest summer since the
station opened in 1996 (15 years). Overall, June was very
sunny, but July and August were dull months almost
everywhere, especially in the south and southwest. Daily
values of around 15 hours of sunshine were recorded in
many places on the 3rd of June, with the highest daily
value for summer of 15.9 hours recorded at Casement
Aerodrome on this date.

The Poulter index is a method of rating the summer
weather (June to August), using a formula based on
mean temperature, rainfall and sunshine for selected
stations, i.c. the higher the index, the 'better' the summer
weather. This summer, the index was below average but
according to the index it was considered to be better
than the summer of 2009.
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