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Cover

Clearing the snow in
Enniserry, Co,
Wickiow, on
fuesday the 15h.
An onficyclons over
Scandinavia swept
Very CoII Gir eross
ruch of Euope
during the middie
of the month, This
cold oirmass
reached o8 for of
retand on the 14ih,
J5th ot 168,
bringing snow fo
many southem and
eastern porls of the
couniry.

(picture Irish Times)

Across

Tnis infra-red satetite
piciure shows fhe
cenlre of the deep
deprassion that
affected kelond on
ihe rd over the
southwest of the
country that
afternoon.

(picture Dundee
University)

ontinuing unsettlec
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-storm on the 3rd
-cold spell mid-month

he storm that struck the country on Thursday the 3rd was the most

notable featurc of February's weathes The forecasters had identified a

developing depression on the far side of the Atlantic some days
previously. By the time it reached the southwest of freland on the morning
of the 3rd, pressure at the centre of the depression had fallen to around
9551 Pa and the easterly to southeasterly winds ahead of it were blowing
strong to gale force. (See satelliie picture peross,) Most stations reported gusts of
50 knots or more. (Tkuof=115mphi The wind reached violenl storm fovee 11 ol

Malin Head and gusted to §0 knaots. The mean wind speed for the ¢

thai station was 46 knols.

It was during this storm thal a Mallese
ship sank a couple of hundred miles off
the southwest coast willy Lhie loss of all
fwenty-seven of her crew. The storm
force winds caused a build-up of sea salt
deposils ona high-voltage electzicity
transmission systenmt in Northern breland,
resuliing in a power cut thal jeft three-
quarters of the provinee in darkness for
up tosix hours. The stormy seas and
strong easlerly winds foreed the closure
of Dublin Port and severely disrupled
ferry schedules. A number of rivers in
Dublin fleoded, which together with
(allen trees Blocking roads caused
congiderable traffic problems, Flooding
was alse reported from counties Sligo
and Leitrim and parts of Co. Donegal
wore also affected by power cuts.

Apart from the snow that affected the
south and easl of the country around the
middle of the month, snow also fell on
the Tst and on the 22nd and 23rd. Hail
showers were confined Lo the first week,
mainly affecting northern and western
stations. Thunder was reported from
Belnwllel on the 1st and from Valentia
Observatory on the 5th and 6th, and the

1S power station ot Moneypoint in Co,
Clare was stroek by Highitning on the 71,
Blacking out around [0% of the country
for hall-an-hour that evening. Apart from
Cork Airparl, which reported fog on
fourteen days during the menth, fog was
mastly confined (o the TH, 188/ 19,
3rd inud 20th. Gale gusts were reported
on belween five and ton days from most
stalions but there woere from (ifleen to
Lwveniy-five days with gale gusts in the
novth and west, There were fifteen days
with [ull gales at Malin Head.

A depression south-east of Greenland on
the Tst of the month gave o mild, strong,
and gusty southerly airflow over Ireland
which brought rain, some ol which was
heavy. Temperatives dropped during the
morning after the passage of a cold front
and winds veered westerly which
allowed polar purithme adr in over the
counlry bringing cooler conditions and
showuers of hail, sleet and snow by the
end ol the day. Doespile the flow
Becoming more soatherly again on the
2ued due toarkdpe of high pressure
passing over the counlry, the
temperadure was slow to rise, mainly




because warmer air was held well south
of Ireland by a warm front moving
easlwards at an unusually low latitude,
The parent depression of this front
continued to move eastwards towards
the south coast on the 3rd with the centre
hitting Co. Cork during the aflerncon.
This area of very low pressure then
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area in the Atlantic, One cendre of Lhis

low pressure area moved northwards
over Ireland on the 15th and brought
some snow follewed later by rain, Over
the next couple of days the Hlow changed
from cold conlinental & warmer
maritime, as another large complex
depression in the Allantic became slow-
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Valentia
knots
cENEAEES

tracked northwards over westermn moving west of Ircland.
counties on the 4th moving out into
Donegal Bay that evening. During the 5th
it merged wilh another deep depression
in the North Atlanlic, and this combined

The 17th and 18th were mild days with a
southerly to southwesterly airflow and
spells of rain or showers. On the 19th

Claremorris

Facing depression, which remained almost a shallow depression de‘\felnpcd ona ‘
A cold front maokes stationary between Ireland and frondal trough approaching Ireland and
ifs way aeross ) . . maoved eastwards to the south of the i
reland on the Greenland and was evident righl up L .

. ) : ' counlry on the 20th giving a quick blast
morning of the 181h. through the atmosphere, dominated our . L e
{picture Dundee vecather unti} the 8th. The airflow for the  OF CAsterty winds from Nosthern Europe.

Universily) Bebween the 27st and the 26th cold air
from Lhe continent lay over eastern and
northern parts and milder more marilime
air pushed in stowly from the Atlantic.
On the 21st most of the country was
under the cold continental air. Milder air
pushed in from the Adlantic over
Munster and parts of Leinster on the
22nd, bringing rain and drizzle which fell
on e colder side, e most of Leinsler,
Connanight and Ulster, as snow and sleet.
Snow was confinaed la the extreme north

period was mainly southwestlerly with
frontal troughs frequently moving
castwards across the country giving rain
and showers ¢ach day, some of the
showers of hail with thunder at t(imes,
bul there were sunny spells in most arcas
also. The depression moved castwards
into the North Sea on the Sth and a ridpe
of high pressure buill up behind it '
affecting Ireland later on the 9th and
carly on the 10th.

Shannon

Dublin

High mean pressure over Scandinavia deflected the normal
mean southwesterly flow to a more southerly direction but

. O
However fronlal troughs pushed and northeast on the 23rd, although the . . @
. A L : low pressure was the dominant feature over Ireland during o

castwards from the Atlantic later on the really mild air remained in Munster and . -
. ) . D the month however, with the result that mean pressure c

10th and during the 11th, despile the soulh Leinster. value bet 6 and 7hPa bel 1 Ciemi =
persislence of high pressure at upper - . ues were between b and 7hka below normal, confixming (ZU

§ Fhe cold air pushed back southwards

the pattern of the earlier winter months. It was the storin
that hit the country on the 3rd that not surprisingly gave the
lowest pressure values of the month, the barometer at Cork
Airport dropping
fo 952.9hPa that
day. The highest
values occurred
on the 9th, and on T T
the 10th in the SEA TEMPERATURES
east and Sea surface temperatures off the
southeast, Derry and Anlrim coasts cooled from
Barometers at a 7.5°C to around 6°C by the end of the
number of month. The warmer waters to the
west cooled from 9.5°C to 8.5°C,
while the surface temperature of
Kerry’s coastal waters began and

A " ended the menth at around 9.5°C.
asaridge of high | ryeqe values are normal for the west
pressure affected | ;nd southwest but a Httle cooler than
the country. usual off the northeast. Malin Head’s
ﬂ]’;‘*&;’ﬁﬂﬁﬁ;ﬁ’;’;"gj :g;}e mean sea surface temperature for the
s not ovaiable s month que | MONEDR was 6.4°C, which is only a

fo a computer problem.) little below normal for February.

levels over the area. This upper-air high
pressure arca moved northeastwards
over Scandinavia and helped a surface-
level high pressure arca in the same arca
to intensily, This had the effect of
pushing the fronlal trough that had
moved castwards across Ireland on Lhe
11th back across the country ina
westward direction on the 12th, though il
was very weak at this stage, Ireland
remained in a southeasterly airflovy
between the 12th and the 15th with cold
air eriginaling ever the Continent
pushing in over the country.
Temperatures dropped gradually during
the period with widespread nightime air
frost by the 14th. Precipitalion was low
and mainly fell as snow showers in the
south and east of the country; winds
woere slrong at Himes as we lay
sandwiched between the high pressure o
the northeast and a complex low pressure

again cariy on the 24th as another
depression moved casbwards south of the
country and cul off the supply of warm
air for a shorl Uime. Howoever by fate on
Ure 25th the milder air was restored to all
arcas as frontal troughs from the parent
depression in the Atlantic pushed
northwards over the country. The flow
vver the counlry was cyclonic between
the 26th and Z8th as a depression which i
began its life in southern latiludes
tracked northwards over Ireland and
then castwards over Britain bringing,
generally mild, dull conditions with
spells of rain to the country.

Dally mean wind speeds and maximum
significant gusts (34 knols or more)

southern and
eastern stations
rose to 1028.4hPa
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Wettest in south
and east

The month had got off to a
wet and windy start, many
stations measuring an inch of
rain {25mm) or more and
gusts in excess of 50 knots
during the first three days.
The storm of the 3rd brought
heavy falls to Dublin and
Cork in particular. Indeed
Casement Aerodrome's
rainfall total that day made it
the wettest February day at
the station since 1967,

Overall it was yet another very
wet month. Southern and castern
stations recorded more than
double their normal February
rainfall. Ardee’s total of 141mm
comes t¢ 239% of normal. Cork
Airport had its wettest February
since 1966, it was the wettest
February at Rosslare since the
station opened in 1956, and even
at Birr, which with 76mm of rain
ig the least wet station in the
country, that amount is still 46%
more than normal. Despite this
however, with the exception of
soulhern coastal areas the month
was not as wet as February 1990,
when many statiens in the

Above -This rador image shows the rainfal
pattem at 1800 on the 260h as a bond of rain
maved northwards acioss the country.
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EXPRERSED AS % OF MONTHLY NOBMAL (1851-80)

- Total Rainfali (mmy
’J
midlands and west received more
than three times their normal

February falls.

There were between fourteen and

twenty days with significant

amounts of rain, (lmm or more).

The weather was unsettled [rom
the beginning of the month until
a ridge of high pressure gave a
moestly dry day on the 9th. Rain
returned on the 10th but it was
mostly dry again from the Tith
to the 13th. There wasn't much
rain over the subsequent three
days but snow alfected much of
the south and cast during this
period. The weather continued
unsettled [or the rest of the
month, with heavy falls of rain
particularty on the 19th, 22nd,
25th and 26th. Daily fails in
axcess of 25mm were reported
from Cork Adrport on three
occasions during the last ten
days of the month,

Above -Tha nurmiber of veoldoys
I o mose of iy - in et
v {etnucny 199
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Cold snap
mid-morith

Mean temperatures for the
month ranged from 3.4°C at
Ballinamore to 7.2°C at both
Valentia Observatory and
Sherkin Island. Sherkin's
mean is a degree above
normal and Maiin Head's
mean of 4.3°C almost a degree
below but otherwise stations
in the southern half of the
country were a little above
normal and stations in the
northern hatf a litile below.

Mean maxdmum values were
shightly below normal in most
cases and mean minima a little
above, reflecting the fact that it
was a dall month, Howas mainly
on the 1st, 8th, 18, 25U and 20tk
that values of 10°C or more were
recorded, although it was on the
12th that the thermometer al

+10°C
SCALE
-10°C

Avdfert in Co, Kerry touched
12.9°C, the highest temperature of
the month. During the very cold
spells on the Tdth and 15th and
again on lhe 2%st and 22nd, the
lemperature failed Lo reach even
5°C at most stations; indeed the
maximum value al Clones on the
15th was just 0.5°C. Most stations
recorded their lowest night-time
nunimum vakues either on the
101k or between the 14ih and the
10th, when not even the coastal
stations cscaped the widespread
air and ground frost. The lowest
abr temperalure of the month was
-7PC, recorded at Ballygar in east
Co. Galway on the 15th. The
month's lowest ground
lemperature, ~13.5°C, was
recorded at Birr the foliowing
night, making it the coldest
February night there since 1969,
Overall there were from lwo lo
twelve nighis with air frost and
between five and Bwenty-seven
nights of ground frost.

iy

Mean Temperature
{ciiference from 195 1-80 normaol}
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Daily sunshine amounts thows

West fares best in
generally dull month

February was a dull month, It
was the dullest on record at
Mullingar and the dullest
since 1947 at Prublin Afrport;
February hasn't been as dulil
at Casement Acerodrome for 29
vears. Most stations received
less than 70% of normal
sunshine and there was less
than 60% in parts of the
midlands, north and east.The
sunshine total at Cathleen’s
Fall near Ballyshannen in Co.
Donegal comes to just 453% of
its February normal, Stations
along the western seaboard
fared besl: Valentia enjoyed
97% of normal February
sunshine and B0% of normal
was recorded at Belmullet,

Mean daily sunshine amounts
ranged from just over an hour at
Ballyshannon to more than 2.4
hiours at Vaientia Observatory in
Co. Kerry. The sun shone {for up
to one in four of the available
hours of daylight along the west
coast bul for just over 10% of the
daytime al Ballyshannon. Days
with {ive or more hours of sun
were nol very I‘ruql.lvnt, most of
them oceurving on the 7th {in
Wexford), 9th, 16th, 18th and 21sl.
The suaniest day of the month
was enjoyed at Sherkin Island on
the T8Lh, when the sun shone for
a total of 8.4 hours, Overall there
were between {en and eighteen
dull days. LA dudl doy is o diy weith
fess e alf-au-lowr of sunshiine.)

D— 69%

Sunshine
{percentage of 1951-80 narmals)
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. 100 wneses fom RamEaLL ' TeweERaTURE
Apart from a relatively dry spell TS TP
. Starions : & e g - §° % g £
mid-month, February proved to be station pees| % § 531 1 3
another wet month - e ;

]

- H Gopoo-p -
1 -9,4 10 11 5.2 5.8 4z.2 62 3.4 10

Ist - 10th: Active low pressure in the eastern Atlantic produced H ; mneg‘tl

storm force winds on the 3rd and gale gusts to the 6th. Speils of
heavy rain throughout,

118l - 16¢h: High pressure over northern Eurepe brought drier : I
weather. Southeasterly winds prevailed, there was a frosty spell, and / month

rainfall was very low in many places. co. teivrin

17th - 28t Atlantic troughs penetrated inland from the south, mc;t;] ;
became slow-moving, and shed considerable rain over the country. :
Rainfall during this spell was two to three times the average. While ; Co. pouth
the temperature was above average by 0.5°C in the south, it was o
below average by 0.5°C in the north midlands and about 2°C below .
average in the extreme north. . Waterford

7

Co, Wexford

T TIME~LINE SEQUENCES. OF WEATHER IN FEBRUARY
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Summary of significant weather worldwide during February 1994

Friday the 16th. Meanwhile in

 Kenya it wasn’l ericket as the dry
. season came Lo an early end Lo

s distupt the LC.C. International

¢ ericket competiion. Shmm {ell on
the 15th at Nairobi. Al nearby

i Lodwar the following day saw a
maxinmum lemperature of 39°C,
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It was a dull wet winter, the weltest
on record af midland and northern
stations and in parts of the cast, and

mostly normal ar a liftle above,
ranging from 4.4°C in the north
midlands to 7.7°C at Valentia

December -
wet and windy -
record rainfalls -

Whiie Christings in
parts of infdiands
and nort - duil,
especindly in the

i one degree higher than the . . west
. E’_ e G N . the weliest for 20 years at some Glbservatory, The highest and lowest
i previous February highest. It was . - \ .
fheat that rade the nows i southen stalions, There were no air femperatures of the winter were ]anuary -
{ southeast Asia Lo \-vhg:rv sustained periods of dry settled 14.6°C anc.. -6.4°C respectively, conlinminig
Torrential rain in cast Africa and northeast Australia made the ! temperalures rvac‘l‘wd 385 °C al weather during the three winter It was a dull winter in mos¢ places ch;mthhl’ .
news during the first few days of the month. Tropical storm months. 74 i 80 of the season’s 93 ' y

- Rangoon 40°C near Bangkok
‘Sarak’ was the culprit down under, dumping an amazing tolal -

. N ) The last weel of the month saw
of 507mm in just 36 hours on Cardwell in Queensland early in "7 "0 ) "
i ek, In Africa. it was tromical storm ‘Geralda’ that was widespread rain throughout

e ch. <A ALYLCE, 3 was ropIcal ST Tleeraias s - Australia, even in ihe normally
responsible and Madagascar that bore the brunt: 328mm of

with less than two-thirds of normal
sunshine recorded in the northwest,
although the sun appeared more often
furlher south. Mean daily sunshine

another wef mont -
it - swmiest i
flie south and
southeas!

days had rain, with the result that
rainfall totals range between 46% and
90% above normal. Most slations
recexded their greatest daily falls

rain fell at Mainlirano on the coast of the Mozambique
Channel during the 30 hours up to midday GMT on the 4th,
nearly twice the monthly average. Cold nights featured over
North Africa and Turkey. In Tunisia, temperatures fell to

freezing point in many places on the 2nd, and as low as -5°C at

Sidi Bouzid. In the mountainous east of Turkey records were
brolken on two successive nights at Erzurum when «29°C and
-30°C were recorded, the previous lowest being -27°C.

Norih America made weather

- vengeance, Winds reached mean

dry regions, with Murchison,
Cocaled some 350 hmiles north of
¢ Perth, receiving 539mim on the
C24th. It was wellest in the north

of the continent, with Gunn Point

Cnear Davwin veporting 429nm in
: lhe B-day spel ending at 1100

S GMT on Salurday the 20th.

¢ xceptionaily high temperalures
- affected the Cape province in

| South Afriea on Friday. Cape

during the first fortivight of
December, although it was the 3rd of
February thal provided winter’s
wettest day in Dublin.

Owverall it was not a cotd winter
however: mean lemperatures were

Keters: (0 This sunrsanye i (ased on an o

s

(i) Whersos faarndar sunscis o delerminga by rele

soasans are bosad an mean monihly fo
foxt ot meteorciooic ol seosons siort o

amounis range from just aver an hour
al Belmullet to just short of two hours

al Rosslave. The lengthening days

nreant that ail stations recorded their

sunniest days of the winter during

February.

iee]
15 o b
il le.

February -
wel again - nore
thay twice normal
rain in soutl and
soulhenast - dull,
especially in
midlands and eas!

N TE . il o e e FTown reported 379C, but further - -
headlines the following week. - speeds of 100 kis and gusted lo- -y 000 00 F 0l T County/ RAINFALL gom) - TEMPERATURE ) . SUNSHINE pounsy, NO. OF DAYS witH
Early in the week a Pacific storm {125 Jds. Back in Burope, a larpe ‘ e e FA A S A T ’ : : e
moved across the southwest of anticyelone settled over | temperature peaked at 44°C. The Station Tl B g mostiady diton:  Ememes o 2 mostina gay el L
R ’ § \ . L L . H v \ ith sy o8 amounl date(s) i Mean average :HMighest Lowest Yol B oamound date - o5 B _ g
the United States and northern Seandinavia justin time for the | Donth ended with spring. i ) W i [ g amount daels) 5 2L 3283
, . . . .. A N i 5 M CTOSS © Sy R 5 ; R
Mexico bringing thunderstorms | winter Obymipic games. Cold : weather across 5’?“”“"_“ Europe. o, eLags e e
e ! . Pas
to California, where there were i clear wealher altowed : Cnthe 2(){_" f-;.an “xb‘“’“?” m ; o wi PR i i I
. . . . Alern Spain reporied £ '
floods and mud slides. Rain temperatures o fall below -30 9+ northern Spain reporled a s o co. CoRk
penelrated into the semi-desert m northern Sweden, maximum temperature ol 27.6°C, CURE ARG ' ‘ ! : i B z 4. e Al
regions wilh parts of Arizona ¢ setiing a new record for the €0. DONBGAL
. ; N While northern Burope stayoed : “ehruary. On the 27 Al Ik L ¢ i : ! Pl o
receiving more than the normal old wader the infl } - ‘f)l o mo_nlh) of February. On .ihe 2/“.1 o, DusLIN :
Tiebruary rainfall in just 36 hours. colt inder themnbiuence o high 1 and 28tk lemperalures in excess o ,
In South Dakota it was Lhe pressure, Spain and the - of 20°C woere recorded in both i 5 m
exlreme cold thal made the news Mediterranean had more than ils Belgrade and Bucharest.
temperatures phanging Lwo fair share of rain. Records woere | Meanwhile incessant snow 51 Yon
* ) el I al N -
d egrees below e previous : b 1‘0]\}.1\ OlI'L the l.ﬁih on l]'IL Costa by ng}\g chiaos o Denmark over N - .
record, reaching -41.7°C at ¢ del Sol with normally arid Use fast three days of the month,
i 5 . : A e ot L R .
Aberdeen. New York came toa 2 timeria recording 39mm of rain . while in the same period in q homnoal boa
standstll after a severe inone day; that is 40% ol ils i Scotland, Aberdeen recorded 8.2 ¢ T PR :
snowstora on the 11th and then | no‘rmal ariiil mm}’ a5 well as ¢ 1odmm of rain, making it the ) -
as the weather warmed up | being the wetlest February day wettest February on record wilh 2 i oa b
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freezing rain caused havoc over | 7 record. 01_1 the O_H'LU side of total of 146mim for the menth. i s X -
the nearby Appalachians. In the ¢ the world, rain fell in abundance
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Indian Ocean, tropical storm : At Hnwan, a total of 3_)2“““ (?}) Brifish Meteorological Office : s ; o )
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Teesday 15k Rain and strong winds i all areas as a front crossed
castwards, clearing o showers during the late morning. Some of
the showers woere of hail, sleet or snow, Winds south to
southivesterly, fresh to strong and gusty, Winds veered westerly
and continued fresh to strong until evening when they dropped olf |
Tphd except in northern ateas, Frost durmp the late evening.
Rafnfall: ritta 12mat generaly

Tomperature: max. 8°C to 11°C, min. zoro o 1°C inland, 1°C to 4°C coaslal
Sunshine: rae to § hours

Wednesday 2nd: A cold night with air frost infand and ground
frost in all but western coastal areas where some wintry showers
persisted. A mostly dry bright day with good sunshine carly on,
but elowd inereased in the afternoon and rain moved into the
southwest in the evening. Winds light south-southeasteriy
generally; muderate to fresh and gusty iy the north and northwest,
backed southeasterly and increased fresh lo strong and gusty in
the suuthwoest in the evening.

Rainfall: nil o 10mm generally, up fo 14mi in the east, 2 o 23nm i the south
Temperature: max. 7°C to 10°C, min. -2°C to 1°C infand, 1°C to 4°C coastal
Sunshine: 1o § fiours

Thursday 3rd: A vigorous depression approached the southwest
cunst during the morning, making landfail in west Cork at about
noon wilh a central pressure of 9570, During the Tale cvening it
moved northwards and by midnight it had veached Galway.
Strong to gate force winds, up o storm foree tn the north, lashed
the country, mainly east Lo sontheasterly in direction. Winds near
the depressiun centre were light variabie.

Rainfall: & o 16mm generally, 20 to 34mm in the cast and south, 14 fo 17mm in the

nodtivest
Temperature: max. VG lo 10°C, min. 2°C {0 3°C Inland, 2°C 1o 6°C coastal
Sunshine: il or lrace

Friday dih: A depression over Gabway at Q000 drifted northwards
during the day Lo lie off Bloady Fereland by 2300 During the day
winds were moderate o fresh westerly in the south aod strong o
gale force east Lo southeasterly in {he vorth and cast, gradually
chimintshing.

Rainfafl: 5 to {1mm generaliy, 110 3mm in the cast and southcast

Temperature: max, 8°C fo 10°C, min. 5°C o 7°C

Sunshine: nilte 1 hour

Saturday Sth: A depression to the northwest moved away
nurthwards leaving Ircland in a soathwesterly airflow. Winds
southwest to west, later soutl to southwest, generally maoderate to
fresh but strong in he west, north and soutlovest with gale gusts.
Rain or showers, some of hail, mainky in the west and southwest.
Thunder and Kghdning i Korry,

Fairdatt: nilto 8t in the east and noritwest, 4 10 200 in the west, 4 1o 15mm in
the stth and southeast

Temperature: max, 7' to 10°C, min, §°C to 7°C

Sunshine: 1lo 7 hows

Sunday 6th: A fresh southivesterly airflow coversd breland,

genurally maderate Lo fresh bul shrong at times in llw wesl and
sarlh withogale gusts, Rain crossed the country
Iy
aid
Rainfafi: b
fcmmmfw

o, fobhwed
powvers, some of hadl inthe west, with dnnder again sopurted

o Hainfafl:

© Sunshine: bl 8 81
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¢ Monday 7t A moderate tnstable southwest 1o west airflow
o covered the country; showers, some winbry,
! Rainfall ; trace to Smm geneally, 2 to 12mm i the west
Temperature: max. §°C to §°C, min, -2°C to 10 inland, 1°C to 3°C coastal
Sunshine: 3o 8 howrs

Tuesday 8th A fronlal rough moved castwards across the
¢ counlry dusing the afternoon, Lighl to moderate southwesterly
§winds became strong and gty in places, laler veering wesl to
¢ onorthwesterly and decreasing behind the frond, Rain and drizzle
¢ ospread easbivards before dawn, but deared in the afternoon.
¢ Raintall: i to 7man generally
i Temperaturo: max, 8°C ta 11°C, min. -1°C 1o °C infand, 1°C 1o 7°C coastal
Sunshine: trace to 4 hows

Wuednesday 9th: A vidge of high prossure built up in the afternoon
and evening. Wind at frst gonerally light to moderate but strong
in the novth with gale gusts, later anticyclunic variable, light to
mewderake finstrengthn By apart from some showers in north and
west early o Very cold later with s and ground frost,

Rainfall: il fo imm

Temperatuee; max, 7°C fo 16°C, min, -3°C 10 2°C infand, -1°C to 3°C coastal
Sunsiine: nifio 8 hours

Thuzsday 18th: The ridpe declined before dawn and frontal
trovghs crossed £he countey in the afternoon and evening bringing
rain Lo aft areas, l..i;;ht variable winds at first, Tater souther
oitheasterly, moderate Lo fresh. Very cold in the early maorning

i owithair and ground frost i many areas. Temperalures gradually
rose throughowd the day and evening

Rainfall: 2 to 10mm geosrally, 10 to 23mmm in the sauth, nodd and norifives!
Temperature: max, 6°C 10 11°C, min. -5°C 1o - 1°C inland, -3°C to 3°C coastal
Sunshine: nil o 2 hours

Friday THh: As the fronts movid aseay bo the cast a sodh to
southeasterly airflow set in. Mostly dry and elowdy after overnight
vain. Widespread foy fn the moring. Winds generally Hght, but
maockerabe to frosh at times tater in e northavest,

Rainfall: ol to bmm

Temperature: may. &C o 1°C. min, 4°C 12 7°C

Sunshine: il fo fhour

Saturday 12th: The suutheastory airflow conlinued t pive mosity
dry, elowdy conditions with e only breaks in the west and soulh
ol Dulin. Suul]w.‘lslm‘!y winds seere Jroslton some coasts,
maderate olsewhere

o Rainfall; ni to G
Temperature: max, 7 io 13°C. mi, 4°C o 6°C infand, 5°C fo §C roastal
Sunshine: nil ic 3 hours

o Bunday 13t A Tresh southwasterly airfiow vver the couniey as

¢ high pressure butl feom northeast. Maoxstly dry and clody with

st o seattered light rain and drizete, Winds southeasterly
mind o b fresh, gusly i places.

* Raintail
Temporatur
Sunshine:

- Maonday THh Ao suntheasterhy aivilow brovghl sote
shuwwers Lo many areas Tl they were mostiy gt Winds
oraderale Lo fresh and gusty Bilierdy cold,

Temporatir g, - 10 fo Zero coastal
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g Diary

Tuesday 15th: A light to moderate occagionally fresh easterly
airflow decreased Lo light variablte in the morning. A shallow
depression to (he soulh broughl snow to south Leinster and south
and east Munstler with a few flurries elsewhere. Very cold.

Rainfall: nil fo Smm generally, 7 to 16mm in the southast

Temperature: max. 1°C to 6°C, min. -7°C to -2°C infand, -1°C fo zero coastal
Sunshine: nil lo 6 hours

Wednesday 16th: A shaliow depression with associaled rain and
sleet in the soulh Irish Sea moved northeastwards during (he day
allowing a tight, later moderate, southerly airflow to encroach
from the Atlantic. Dry for most of the day, and sunny in the
midlands and west. Cold with air and ground frost early and late,
Rainfall: il o Tmm generally

Temperature: max, 4°C to 8°C, min.-7°C 1o -2°C Infand, -3°C to 3°C coastal
Sunshine: il 1o 7 hovis

Thursday 37th: A light to moderate (strong in the west}
southeasterly airflow covered the country as a fronlal system
approached from the Atlantic. Rain in the southwest sproad
nartheastwards during the afternoon. Milder than of late.
Rainfall: 1to &mnt generafly, 10 tol7mm in soutf and sauthpas!
Temperature: max. 6°C 1o 9°C, min. -1°C t0 3°C nland!, 1°C 1o §°C coastal
Surshing: nitfo 3 hows

Friday 18th: A cold front lying from north o suuth moved
castwards clearing the east coast by Iate evening. Dark fuggy
cunditions with outbreaks of rain in the cast at first. Mosty dry
with sunny spells away from the east coast in the afternoon. Slack
winds gencrally.

Raintafl: nit lo 3mm

Temperature: max. 7°C to 13°C, min. 2°C lo 5°C infand, 2°C to 7°C coastal
Sunshine: nif 1o 8 hours

Saturday 19t A weakening frontal trough in the Jrish Sea
centinued to move castwards while a further depression
approached the southwest from The Atantic. Winds southeasterly
muoderate to fresh occasionally strong. Rain, heavy altimes, spread
northeastwards Lo all aveas, Pogy during Lhe evening.

Rainfall: nil to 8mim generally, 13 to 50ma in e wosi and northwest, 12 fo 37mm in
the south

Temperature: max.7°C to 13°C, min. 3'C to 4°C fnfand, 4°C to 7°C coastal
Sunshine: il to  how

Sunday 20th: A depression over Munster gradually moved away
southeastwards. Genervally duli and clowudy with patehes of rain
and drizzle. Winds generally tight o moderate sontheasterly but
fresh 1o strong ab Hmes along the cast coast earty in the day and
northwesterly for a thme in e southwest.

Rainfall: ni to dinm generally, 5 to 7 in the wes! and soutfrvest
Teinperature: max. 5°C 16 11°C, min. -1°C 1o 3°C infand, 1°C o 5°coastat
Sunshine: nif 1o 1 hour

Monday 215t A southeasterdy airflow covered the area. Winds
generally moderate to fresh southeast to cast. Mosty dry with
some sunny spells in the morning, Rain and sleet spread into the
southwest overnight

Rainfafl: nil ganerally, 1 to 16mm in the south, 5 fo 31mnin the southwest
Temperature: max. 3°C fo 7°C, min-2°C lo zero infand, -1°C io 6°C coasfal
Sunshine: niffo 8 hours

Tuesday 22nd: An peclusion moved very slowly northwards
spreading rain or snow over alt areas. Moderate to fresh and gusty
east-southeasterly winds with gales in the north. Winds decreased
light variable in the southwest later.

Rainfall; 1 to 8mm gensrafly, 20 to 44mm in southern areas

Temperalure: max. 1°C to 11°C, min. -2°C lo 1°C inland, -1°C 1o B°C coastal
Sunshine: nil to 3 hours

Wednesday 23rd: Dull and clondy with snow in the north and fog
in the midlands during the morning. Some vain and drizzle
pushed southeastwards into Leinster and Ulster during the day.
Maostly dry in Connaught and Munster. Winds generally light
casterly but fresh to strong at times in the extreme north.

Rainfall: nil lo 2mm generaily, 1 to Bmm in the eas!, southeas! and norih
Temperalure : max. 2°C lo 12°C, min. 2600 fo 5°C

Sunshine: nil 1o 6 hows

Thursday 24th: The east-southeasterly flow continued. Some rain
and snow in nerthern counties before dawn, otherwise a mostly
dry, cloudy day. A rainbelt reached the south coast before
midnight. Light to moderate east-southeasterly winds.

Rainfall: nil to 9mm generafly, 1 1019mm in the soulh

Temperature : max .4°C o 10°C, min. 1°C to 3°C infand, 2°C lo 5°C coastaf
Sunshine: nif to 4 howrs

Friday 25th: Rain in the southwest during the night spread slowly
across the country, some of it heavy, particularly along southern
coasts. It cleared the southwest by early afternoon but was stiil
affecting the northeast at midnight. Winds moderate to fresh and
gusty southeasterly, decrensed and veered southerly later. Cold at
first becoming milder.

Rainfail: 2 to 15mm in the soutfwest, 5 to 33mm in the wesi and northwes!, 4 to
23mm in the east and southeas!

Temperature: max. 5°C to 12°C, min, 3°C lo 4°C infand, 2°C {0 6°C coastal
Sunshine: nflor race

Saturday 26th: Rain in the north died out and there was a touch of
ground frost and some fog at first in Leinster. Cloud increased
slowly lrom the southwest as a frontal system progressed
northwestivard across the country bringing rain to all areas, some
of it moderate, Southeasterly winds backed east to northeasterly;
generally light, but became moderate to fresh and gusty insome
exposed coastal areas.

Rainfali: 6 1o 12mm in the east and southeast, 6 {o 14mm in the north, 8 Jo 25mm in
the west and south

Temperature: max. 9°C to 12°C, min. 3°C to 6°C infand, 4°C to 3°C coastal
Sunshine: nitto 1 hawr

Sunday 27th: A depression over Cork at 0000 drifted north-
northeastwards duting the day to tie off the Co. Down coast 24
hours Jater. Cyclonic winds were strongest on the nortl coast, A
dull cloudy day with rain and drizzle in all areas at some stage.
Rainfall: nif to dmm generatly, 5 to T1mm in the north and northeast
Temperalure: max. 5°C lo 10°C, min. 4°C lo 5°C inland, 4°C to 7°C coastal
Sunshine: nit

Monday 28th: A depression in the Nowth Sea at midnight drifted
into northern England during the day. A moderate, later Hight,
nortivweesterly flow became established in its wake, Mostly cloudy,
some rain or showers aboul.

Raintalt: il to 2mm

Temperature: max §°C to 8°C . min, zere o 2°C infang, 1°C to 5°C coastal

Sunshine: i 1o 4 hours
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I H H
County / l EMPERATURE ~C) County / RAINFALLww| SUNSHINE (ns)
Staf"on Mean Mean  Mean/ deviation Highest Lowest Lowest SfﬂflOﬂ Total ol Most in Daitymean - %ol % o Most in
o o max. i, from average  max/date min/dale grass minJdale [ amount average  adayidale ius./fday) average possible  a dayldate
0. CARLOW : | CO. CARLOW : : : ‘
CARLOW {OAK PARK) 7.8 1.8 4.8 0.2 10.8 18 o 10 v 1 CARLOW (GAK PARK) 94,9 1 173 168 3 S B S {1 6.5 9
CO. CLARE CO. CLARE H i :
SHANNON AIRPCRT 2.0 7.7 5.4 0.1 1i.3 18 =5.0 16 -11.4 16 SHANNGH A TRPORT Pl 177 6.5 1% T 19 Poe 18
CARRON 6.8 | 1.8 3 10.4 18 23416 -9 16 CARKGH i1 134 28718 : :
0. CORKE CQ. CORK H i
FERMOY {MOORE PARK) 8.2 z.2 9] 0.2 11.8 18 4.5 10 ~9.4 18 : FERMOY (MOORE PFARE) 17%.7 227 A6.0 1% : 1.3 1%
CORK ALRPORT 7.9 z.8 5.4 6.5 11.4 18 -2.7 15 -5.3 15 i CORKE ALRPORY b4 azd a1y .09
SHERKIN ISLAND 3.3 5 7.2 1.0 11.1 18 20f 0.6 34 15| -2.7 10 SHERKEN ELARD Wu 184 3.3 i d.4 18
O, DONEGAL CO. DONEGAL H
MALIN HEAD 6.3 2.3 3 0.8 5.3 26 2.6 16 -5.3 1% MALIR HERD 9.2 ) 158 b Ler 7.3 16
BALLYSHANNCH (CATHLEEN' S FALL) 6.1 z.0 4.1 0.4 9.2 8 3. 16 SHANRON [CATHLERN & PaLLY 26.% | 122 3 1,03 5.7 16
LETTERKENNY { MAGHERERAN ) 5.4 1.6 4.0 9.6 B 267 -5.5 16 PERKENNY {HAGHERENAN] HEN At
0, DUBLIN H C0. DUBLIN
DUBLIN AIRPURT [ z.5 4.9 ~0.1 .9 B 1.4 14 -6.9 10 | DUEELTH ATRE E / 15 5.7
CASEMENT ARRODROME 6.7 1.9 4.3 -0.1 11.3 26 <3910 -8.1 16 ¢ K il i
DUBLIN (MERRION SQUARE) 7.3 1.3 5.3 -0.4 11.4 8 0.6 15 -3.8 1% TUBLIR (HERRION S{UARE] b
CO. GALWAY H C0. GALWAY
GALWAY (UGG} 7.7 2.8 5.3 0.2 11.6 18 -3.8 1§ GALY 14 1.69 Gt LN >80 18
MAAM VALLEY 7.t 2.4 4.8 11.6 18 ~3.9 16 -6.9 16 14 5
BALLYGAR 6.7 | 1.1 3.9 11.0 18 “T00 15 B2 16 i¥
CO. XERRY i |
VALENTIA OBSERVATORY 9.8 1.5 7.2 0.7 2.7 1% -3.0 0 16 -6.8 18 LRI I R ERR Y 2 4§ 7.9 %18
ARDFERT (LISCAHANE) 8.9 2.4 5.9 2.9 12 50716 -9.0 16 IR L ESCAHARE AR L6 3
CO. KILDARE . KILDARE : :
NAAS {GOWRAN GRANGE} 6.6 1.7 4.2 11.2 26 -2.6 10 -6.3 10 [GOWRAN GRARGI Loetbon A 3 ZE
CO. KILKENNY KILKENNY H
KILKENNY 7.5 1.6 4.6 -0.1 11.0 18 LALN 10 S4.3 10 : KILERNNY Pidda o jux A T 1 L0 54 15 TLLs
CO. LEITRIM ; CO. LEITRIN : :
BALLINAMORE 6.2 0.5 3.4 -0.6 9.1 8 6.7 i6 ~12.5 16 BALLI 1o 145 3 il
CO. LIMERICK €O, LIMERICK
MOUNT RUSSELL 7.2 2.3 4.8 10.9 18 1.6 16 8.2 16 MOUWT RUSSELL 4G
CO. LOUTH Co. LOUTH
ARDEE (BOHARNAMOE) 6.8 0.7 1.8 4.2 8 6.4 16 21301 16 ARUEE {(BONARNAROE EED
€. MAYO 00, MAYO
CLAREMORRES 6.8 1.0 3.9 -0.4 10.9 18 66 16 5.7 16 CLAREMORII & 1iG i1 G4 5.7 16
! BELMULLET 7.8 3.0 5.4 -0.3 11.9 26 -2.0 18 -7.5 16 EELMULLE 151 i iy 518
i NEWPORT {FURNACE) 7.4 2.7 5.1 -0.3 111 12 ~3.0 16 -7.5 16 HEHPORT  {(FURNACE] 1 i
0. MEATH CO. MEATH
WARRENSTOWN £.4 1.2 1.8 0.4 104 5% 1.3 16 9.2 16 WARNERETOWN R Ffs.
f 00, MONAGHAN £0. MONAGHAN
P CLONES 5.0 1.2 Y6 -0.4 . 26 | -5.4 16 0.0 14 G e P 3G 4 16
CO. OFFALY £0, OFFALY
EIRR 7.3 1.6 4.5 0.t 11.6 18 -6.4 16 ~13.5 16 BIKR EE R I
DERRYGREENAGH 6.6 1.1 3.4 0.1 0.7 96 5.1 16 ~12.4 10 PERRYGRERNAGH IR0 i 25
€0, SLIGO CO. SLICO
MARKREE CASTLE 6.4 0.9 3.7 0.6 10,5 18 6.4 16 MARKREE CASTLE g11 ks A8 iy ; H i :
C0. TIPPERARY CO. TIPEERARY §
FETHARD {PARSONSHILL) 6.5 1.2 3.9 0.8 18 -3.3 15 ~5.0 16 FETHARI [ PARSONSHILL) 14%.6 -3 3 | : i |
CO. WATERFORD CO. WAYERFPORD ;
WATERFORD (TYCOR) 8.0 i.8 4.9 0.4 5 11.9 g - 4.0 16 8.9 10 WATERFORD  (TYCOR) 84,8 | 217 0 su.
DUNGARVAN (CARRIGLEA) 8.5 2.3 5.4 P12.6 18 ~&.4 10 -6.7 10 DURGARVAR  [CARR LGLER) 137 FgyLy 1,598 15 I
CO. WESTMEATH CO. WESTMEATH : :
! MULLINGAR II R 0.9 3.6 0.3 1 9.5 36 1 -6.0 16 -85 18 HULLERGAR 1 LLgt 58 4 AT
: CQ., WEXFORD H CO. WEXFORD
| JOHNSTOWN CASTLE 7.9 2.7 5.3 0.2 | 10.8 26 -2.3 14 -6.3 2t JOURETORH CASTLE 169 17 6.9 7
| ROSSLARE 7.6 | 3.9 {59 a1l 9. 1g -1.3 14 “6.1 10 RAS0LL L.54 I LER I
? CLONROCHE 6.8 2.0 4.4 a.0 10.6 18 W2.5 10 1.6 10 CLOMBOGUIE 1.58 16 ] ki
T JOHN F. KENNEDY PARK 2.6 KE [ 0.6 11.6 18 2.0 15 6.3 10 JOHM L REMEEDY PARE 1,66 HC A 6.6 9




Monthly Weal

ubielin, Februcny 1994, page 18 : Wittty Wother Bulietin, Celiuony 1994, poga 19 S ABLES .

Mean 0900 Soir

County / WEATHER — No. oF vavs wini Tewperanumes ¢c) _ County / WIND (KTS)

Station : Rain Wet Ar Ground Snow Snow Hail Thunder Fog | Ccm  2Cem  30cm | : Station Wean Kax. t0-min. mean Wax. Gust Days wilh Hours with |
| days days frost frost ving speed dir.  spsed datefhowr  dir speed  dalefime gales  galegusls gale qusts |
; ; : i Y co. CLARE . L 1 AR R Sy -

. 0. CARLOW

U CARLGY (OAK PARK 1o b8 o1 : : 16 4.0 4.9 CEMARNON A TRPORT ERI 100° 3% 3/ 4 IBOT 81 177463 | 0
CO. CLARE { : ‘ i CO. CORK ; : : :
HAKNOH AT RPORT 18 |16 4 01 550 i3 0ot CR SN A §CORN ALRIGRT I R L YA A DT T A G164
ARROK 0117 5110 | : 3.9 4.5 CO. DONEGAL : | i
: : : : D MALIH HEHAD 800 17 #4430 iis 7
16 70013 .3 5.8 G : i CO, DUBLIN ‘ 5 ‘
5116 & 1D 4 ] i 4 9 6.4 | : I3 AHRCDEGHE o ] i H
240520 3 5 UBLINE ALRIORT Eognla ] F 5
: CO. KERRY i
| MALIN HEAD 17§14 3 7 TR R S TR I O S Y - SN A CHSERVATORY N FT R VI 1
| OBALLYSHANNOM(CATHLEEN’ S FALL) | 17 |15 4 : : ‘ % 1 CO. KILKENNY : ;
CLETTERKENNY (MAGHERENAN) R ¥ g : : j ; H1LEENY N R T L G & 44
. €O. DUBLIN : : i ; : : : €O. HAYO i :
DUBLIN AIRBORT 19 116 P8 118 5 3 R T S O WL ' 4 p 4
L Chgk ARROUROHE 18 | o1& 7 iaa I P fora 300 3e i SLARKHOGRE S ; 5] o & B
CUBLIN (MERRION SQUARE) 18 1 i 8 : : : 1 3 CO. MONAGHAN
0. GALWAY ' i | : : ; 3 | o I R i ol 10 a8
GALWRY  {UCG) BT o4 f : : ; ' : . CO. OFFALY
S Ve n 3 : : : iR AR ARE N TP 5 5 ¥ 44
LG H CO. WESTHEATH :
MULL2HGAR 3T A% 1400 48 i 34 B @
M i B I I [ g C0, WEXFORD
: : : : | OROSOLARE RTINS Sy LY ¢ 1t ¥
: 1 i 00 A S O
o FREQUENCY OF WIND DIRECTION
i
C s ve 4 Dublin Alrport Valentia Observatory
X 5 ; , Cobre O1% Calrn: 11%
i g ; 4 ;
i 4 id
to 3.1 3.8 1
MONACHAN
o 5 ié EIRE: i ; ¢ ] L5 4L
QFFALY
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The MoNTHLY WEATHER BULLETIN is
produced by the Climatology and
Applications Division of the Meteorological
Service. An annual subscription to the
bulletin costs £25. Further climatological
information is available from the Climate
Enquiries Office, Glasnevin Hill, Dublin 9,
telephone 01-8375436, fax 01-8369115.

Notes on the
tables

A, General

1. Rainfafl amounls are given in mitimelres,
teriperature in degrees Celsius, sunsiting duration i
haotirs and wind spoed in knols,

{7 knot=1.15 m.p.h.)

2. Rainfall amounls are measured al climatological
stations al OI00GMT and erediled to the previous day.
At synoplic slations daily ttals refer lo the 24-hour
peiind ending at OG00GRT the fokiowing day. The
term rainfatl includes all forms of precipitation, such as
Snowe gnd hail, and deposition from dew or fros!,
measured &s equivalent rain.

3. ‘Raindays' and 'weldays' are days during which the
tolal rainfall is nof less than 9.2mm and 1.0mm
respeciively.

4. A day" for the puroses of this publicalion refers o
tha periad from 0S00GIMT on a particidar day 1o
D900GMT on the following day. (This is because
ciimalological stations make their daily observations
&t 0900GMT.)

5. The mean daily air lemperalure over & pariod is
taken as the mean of the daily maxima and daiy
minima {averaged separalely over the period).

6. Days with air frost are those during which the
ninimun air lemperdiue was batow 0°C. Similarly
days vith grovnd frost indicate days when the grass
mrinimumm temperature was beipw 0FC. {Grass
mimimum temparatures are measwred by a
thermoemeter placed horizontalfy on pegs just above
the tps of shont grass.)

7. Mean soif and earth lemperaliros are based on
readings takea at 0300GMT.

8. A gaie is a mean wind over a 10 minute perfod of
34 knots or more. A gale gustis & gust of 34 knots or
more. Alf wind Speads refer 1o the wind al an effective
height of 10 matres above the ground,

3. 'a" denotes that the value is catculaled using one
O INard sslimated réadings.

10, Data from Northerr Ireland is Rinoly providsd by
the Botlast Weather Cenlre.

B. Agmet

11, Caieifated Potential Evapolranspiration (PE.)
valuas are basad on values of lemperature, sunshime,
wind speed and vapour pressure using the Penman
Jforinuta. Because of formula fimitations, negative
vafues can ooour in winler, rese are replaced in the
lable by zero. Measured FE. values are those
mgastrad by means of soll-filled fanks sunk into the
ground wilh heir upper grass-covered ends at surface
fovel.

12, Sail moisture deficits and surpluses &re compuled
Trom fhe differences betiwee rainfalf and actual
evapoiranspiation (A.£.). Estimales of AE. are
derved from meastred vakies of PE. (See Agmel.
Memo No. 1, 1966). Soif moisture suipluses are
assumed fo bp removed by drainage and surface run-
off and are not therefore carried forward from one
period to ihe next. Soil meistura deficits are regarded
as being cumulative. Where heavy rain ocers near
the end of the fixed peried, the date of cut-off may be
adjusted 1o avoid eror due lo insufficient run-off tine.

13. Degree day folals are calowizted using the method
set out by McVicker in the Jowrnat of Heating and
Ventilating Engineers (Yol 14 No. 18, Nov-Dec 1946).

14. Global solar radiation valves are given in MJfsq.m.
porect 1 wa denimal places (3.6M= 1kih).




